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INTRODUCTION 

II 
ARBERTH, though small geographically, and numerical
ly, and of but minor importance either politically or 
commercially, can justly claim a significant position in 
the history of Montgomery county. 

As a borough Narberth is young and inexperienced; as a village it 
is but little older, but as the immediate site of a goodly share of his
torical incidents it is, to say the least, prominent. For in this vicinity 
we are told one of the most profitable hunting territories for beaver and 
otter in the new world existed; '1 Lenape Indian family, one of the 
divisions of the tribe IInder the great chief Wingebonc lived and hunted; 
the first Welsh Quakers purchased land and settled. The Merion Meet
ing House made it the centre of religious worship to the early colon
ists. William Penn paid it several visits and George Washington 
camped his Continental army upon its soil. Ever since colonial days 
it has been associated with the happenings and progress of the 
times. On its land ran one of the first railroads. Through its un
fenc ed fields ran two of the most prominent highways of the pioneer 
days. Within its fields grew, under the experienced cultivation of 
the Welsh, the best hay and grain within the colonies, and hundreds 
of other minor events group together to proclaim its prominence. 

The name Narberth as applied to this place is of recent origin and 
can be connected with but few if any events of ' importance prior to its 
history as a borough. The name Narberth is said to have been 
given to the village at the suggestion of one of the railroad officials 
who with so-called family patriotism desired to perpetuate the old 
Welsh name of the home of his ancestors. Elm, the name for 
which so many of our older residents have still a tender feeling, 
and which was so reluctantly surrendered by our people, was given 
to the station and village by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company in 
180 and remained its designation until supplanted by that of Nar
berth in 1893. 

But still previous to this-I80-when the village proper was situ
ated somewhat to the east of its present location and consisted of but a 
tavern, meeting house, a blacksmith shop, and several farms with their 
various buildings, the place was known as "General \Vayne." It was 



here that the General Wayne Post Office, one of the three in Lower 
Merion Twp., was situated (the others being at Merion Square, and 
Athensville, now Ardmore). The village received its name from the 
old General Wayne Inn one of the numerous monuments of that distin
guished Revolutionary general, Anthony Wayne, who was born and 
lived at Paoli, not many miles west of here. 

To trace back further than this will necessitate the increasing of 
our area and the including of it in that larger tract then called Merion. 
To go further and further back briefly and return with more exactness, 
touching upon minuter details and incidents will be a novel and interest
ing excursion for those interested in the fascinating subject of local 
history. 

Going back to the Welsh, Swede, and Dutch settlers with their 
small tilled clearings and log cabin homes; to the Indian wigwams and 
primitive forests; to the condition of nature in the absence of man 
is an instructive and interesting reconnoiter for our imaginations. 

In the vicinity of Narberth itself but little can be saki 
of interest until after the landing of the Welsh. To be sure the In
dians were as numerous here as elsewhere, and they and their 
habits deserve mentioning. 



ABORIGINES 

The native Americans inhabiting this section of the country at the 
time of its discovery belonged to that great Algonkin family which ex
tended along the Atlantic coast fr.om Labrador to Florida. 

They called themselves the Lenni Lenape, meaning " the men" or 
"the original people," to signify their superiority over neighboring 
tribes. This was a conceit characteristic of many tribe names. By the 
white men, however, they were universally known as the Delawares. 

Their history, as passed down from generation to generation in tra
ditional form, indicate that they originally lived along the Pacific 
coast and throughout the Rocky Mountains and western plains, and that 
their eastern hunting grounds were only reached after many years of 
migration. In this journey across the continent they were joined by the 
Mengwe Indians, in league with whom they fought and conquered 
the Allegewi tribes of the Ohio Valley, as they pushed eastward to 
the land of the rising sun. 

Directly contrary to this theory of their migration is the 
translation, by C. S. Rafinesque-Schmaltz, of the Walam Olum-a 
series of Indian records. Walam, meaning painted, especially red 
paint, and Olum meaning record. 

In the translation of this record we find the theory of the world's 
formation by the great Manito; the happiness of man until the appear
ance of the evil Manito among them; the flood destruction by the great 
spirit of waters and their final migration to a warmer clime. This 
journey according to the Walam Olum was made from a land far to the 
northeast, probably Labrador. They journeyed to the southwest, des
cending it is believed, the St. Lawrence river, crossed northern New 
York and entered the snake country in the region of the present States 
of Ohio and Indiana. Here they met and conquered the Snake 
Indians and took possession of the country. Later, in league with 
the Hurons, they turned toward the east, defeated the Talegos and 
continued their journey to the sea. 

This explanation of their migration corresponds closely with 
the theory of their initial geographical location as given by Profes
sor Horatio Hale in his very scientific argument based on the varia
tion in dialect of the different tribes. 
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When the white man landed in the early seventeenth cen
tury the Lenape Indians were living in the valley of the Delaware river 
throughout its cntire course. The three sub-tribes into which the nation 
was divided. scattered their famifies from its head waters to the bay. 

Among the highlands at the Delaware 's source was found the 
Minsi tribe, or more properly Minsin, meaning mounta,ineers. 
Farther down that beautiful river, throughout the land lying south 
of the Lehigh river and as far down as the river Chester or Chris
tiana creek. were pitched the wigwams of the U nami tribe (people 
down the river,) in whose hunting ground was included the little 
territory Narberth now occupies, while still farther down towarc1. 

the Atlantic Ocean, upon the banks of the river and the bay lived 
the remaining division of this haughty and noble race, the una
lachtigas (those who live near the ocean. from wunalawta, to go 
towards and t 'kow meaning waves.) 

The government of these tribes was unique and was as riGid 
in many of its laws as that of any nation of to-day. But the blending of 
superstition with their not unphilosophic reasoning was always 
characteristic of their ruling. 

Over each tribe there presided a sachem or chief, known as the 
"Peace Chief," whose appointment was made by the two remaining 
chiefs of the other two tribes. There were also many war captains 
whose titles were gained by bravery and skill in battle. These cap
tains were heads of the many families. It was doubtless from these 
braves or captains that William Penn purchased his Province. 

Here in Lower Merien township and probably throughout the en
tire Montgomery county, lived and hunted those of the Unami tribe 
under captain or chief Wingebone. Here the rolling woodland, the 
numerous streams and meadows afforded such an abundance of game 
and fish as not to be surpassed as a hunting ground by any other terri
tory of similar size throughout the country. 

Even as late as 1744 did game abound in our neighborhood to such 
an extent as to cause the following notice to be posted by the Schuylkill 
Fishing Company: "To all other Schuylkillians to whom it may con
cern. Whereas, great quantities of rabbits , squirrels, pheasants, part
ridges and others of the game kind have presumed in infesting coasts 
and territory of the Schuylkill, in a wild, bold and ungovernable manner, 
these are therefore to authorize and require you or any of you to make 
diligent search for such rabbits, squirrels, pheasants, partridges and 
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others of the game kind in all suspected place and bring the respective 
bodies of so many as you shall find before the justice, etc., at a general 
court to be held on Thursday, the fourth day of October next. There to 
be proceded against by the said court shall be adjusted and for your 
or any of your so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. Wit
nessed myself, etc., Thomas Stretch, 1744." 

The determination of the Dutch settlers to hold the land here and 
their persistency in maintaining a fort and colony at the mouth of the 
Schuylkill, after untold hardships, was wholly and entirely due to the 
fact of this section producing the most and best beaver skins of any 
fur trading station in the world. The profits of the West Indian Fur 
Company, which hunted exclusively in this region, were enormous. 
Over forty thousand furs were shipped from the mouth of the Schuyl
kill in one year. 

To a like appreciation of the district's wealth in furs and fishes can 
be attributed the Swedes endeavor to colonize here. 

Such was the almost world-wide reputation our neighborhood had, 
and few appreciated its value more than William Penn, when on June 
25th, 1683, he purchased from Chief Wingebone his entire land 
claim. This tract extended between the Schuylkill and Chester 
rivers and ran many miles westward. 

It is interesting to know that one of the principal Indian trails ran 
through our little village. It exended from the vicinity now Philadel
phia, passed the Pencoyd Iron Works, ran northof the Merion Meeting 
house and following a course similar to the present Montgomery avenue, 
continued westward. This was for a long time the only highway known 
to the early Welsh Quakers. Very little seems to be known to the 
general public of the manners and custom of the Lenape Indians and a 
hasty picture of their various habits and forms may tend to correct many 
erroneous ideas, formed from the accounts in fiction in the present 
day literature. 

General Character of the Indians. The Delaware Indian 
believed himself to have been created by an all powerful, 
wise and benevolent Manito. All he enjoyed he looked upon 
as given to him for his use by the Great Spirit and he therefore consider
ed it his duty to acknowledge these favors by devoted worship. The 
principle of hospitality with him was not a virtue but a strict duty. 
His welcome was extended to everyone without exception and most 
especially to strangers. He considered the white man as the superior 
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product of the Great Spirit's handiwork and for a long time held him in 
much reverence. In shaking hands upon meeting,he was very strict 
in naming the relationship of the person, such as "good morning, 
uncle or grandfather or mother," etc. "I am glad to see you," was 
the common way the Indians saluted each other upon meeting after a 
short absence. 

The Indians were in reality not a quarrelsome nation. They were 
always on their guard not to offend anyone. Fighting they said was 
only for dogs and beasts. They possessed a rare and genuine wit and 
many of their synonyms were far cleverer than any the white men used. 

Education. "It may justly be a subject of wonder," says John 
Heckewelder, one of the greatest authorities on Indian life. In 
bringing up their children, they impressed upon their young minds 
their indebtedness for their existence to the Great Spirit, and won
derful kindness in giving them their comfortable homes and abund
ance of game. The history of their ancestors was then taught the 
chubby youngsters, and respect and esteem for their elders was the 
most practical point impressed upon them in this lesson. Follow
ing this they were made sensible of good and evil, and carefully told 
of the ever watchful eye of the Good Manito to take note of their 
good and bad acts. Thus the whole plan of the Indian education 
tended to elevate the mind. 

Marriage and the Wife. Marriage was made in a very curious 
manner. When the parents on both sides noticed an attachment be
tween a girl and boy they themselves did the negotiating. The 
mother of the "bridegroom to be" called upon the young girl's 
mother and presented her with some game killed by her son, 
mentioning the fact of her son's having killed it. The girl's mother 
on the other hand, if she approved the marriage, returned the visit, 
bringing some vegetables that her daughter had prepared and prob
ably grown and cared for in the garden. The friendship of the two 
families daily increased. Presents continued to be exchanged and 
finally they did their domestic and field work jointly, when the young 
couple had agreed to live together. There were no marriage vows 
or contracts for life, it being understood by both sides that the par
ties were not to live together any longer than they were pleased 
with each other. Should they have become dissatisfied they simply 
left. But they had very strong convictions as to marriage loyalty 
and there are but comparatively few instances where separations 
were recorded. 
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The woman's work was really not hard, it only seems hard when 
we compare it with the work women do at the present day. But we must 
remember that they were savages and lived a peculiar life in a very dif
ferent environment from that of the present time. The man's work 
was ever so much harder and often called for a great test of strength 
and ability. 

Food and Cooking. The principal food of the Indian 
was game and fish, but such vegetables as potatoes, beans, 
pumpkins, squashes, cucumbers, melons, cabbage and turnips 
were on their daily menu. They also made use of roots, fruit, 
nuts, etc. They ate but two meals a day. Their bread 
was made of two kinds , one made of green corn while milky, and 
baked in white ash bark which retains its heat and is very clean. 
This bread was very sweet. These Indians were not only clean but 
very ddicate. 

Funerals. When a death occurred in an Indian village it was 
immediately proclaimed broadcast, and the cry of "he is no more" 
could be heard everywhere. The next day the corpse was attired 
in his or her best apparel, placed in the coffin and many elaborate 
and expensive ornaments placed around it. It was then viewed 
by the many friends astd later carried to the grave by six pall
bearers. Clothing and various utensils covered the coffin. At the 
grave the coffin was again opened and the mourners, who were sit
ting around in a quiet circle, finally rose an.:! viewed for the last time 
their lost friend. Many cries of ·'Arise and stay with us" could then 
be heard. The coffin was then lowered into the grave and quietly 
covered with earth, after which the friends returned home in quiet 
and continued their mourning for some time. 
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EARLY SETTLERS 
Perhaps the first white men to see and set foot upon the land in 

this vicinity of Pennsylvania were a few sailors and adventurers, 
who under Captain Hendrickson, of the small vessel Unrest (Rest
less), sailed from New Amsterdam, now New York, in 1616. 

The Dutch, having settled Manhattan Island shortly after its 
discovery by Henry Hudson, were continually sending out explor
ing parties, and the discovery of the Schuylkill and the territory 
upon its banks was the direct result of one of these expeditions. 
Starting from New Amsterdam in a vessel of but 16 tons, Captain 
Hendrickson followed the course marked out for him by his employ
er, Adrien Block. He sailed along the Atlantic coast, inspecting 
every inlet and stream; rounded Cape May and after successfully 
passing the shoals of the Dela',vare Bay recognized the river as a 
yet unexplored body of water. \Vith considerable enthusiasm his 
small crew sailed their craft northward, anxious to explore this re
gion yet unknown to their people, though in such close proximity 
to their principal settlement. Passing along the western shore to 
the mouth of the Schuylkill river, which as it was hidden among the 
numerous low islands, thickly covered with trees and shrubbery, 
they doubtless entered before its presence as a tributary to the Dela
ware was known to them. Here peculiarly situated was the mouth 
of an entirely unknown river, a river of considerable size, navigable 
and picturesque, traversing a beautiful and fertile valley. 

Ascending the river a short distance, Hendrickson and his party 
landed , and under the large linden trees so numerous along ib 
banks, were kindly received by the curious natives. Before their de· 
parture, Hendrickson had procured for merchandise several natives 
held in slavery. Returning to Kew Amsterdam he macie a 
map of his voyage, which was the first to include the Schuylkill and 
its bordering country. 

This expedition justified the Dutch in their claim to the territory 
borderint; upon the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers, to strengthen 
which, they built a fort on the Delaware's east shore in 1628 called 
Fort Nassau, and planted the settlement Hoarekill on its west banks 
at South Cape. 

If. in search of game; thes'e early Dutch roamed through the 
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woodland of Lower Merion, and it is quite probable that they did, 
they were the first white men to disturb its solitude. 

Following up the first settlement, De Vris built Fort Opland in 
1631 (Upland, afterwards Chester) and the settlement of Zwanen
dol (Valley of Swans). It appears that the forts were neglected be
cause of their expense, and in a short time but a handful of indiffer
ent, inexperienced men remained in them. This condition of affairs 
gave the DelawareIndians an excellent opportunity to revenge them
selves upon the Dutch, whom they believed had unfairly treated 
them. They fell upon these unsuspecting settlers and showing no 
mercy, quickly butchered them. Zwanendol itself was then totally 
destroyed and in a half-score years a handful of soldiers at Fort 
Nassau and a few trappers at Fort Beveredge on the Schuylkill 
were all that remained of the attempted settlements. 

During the manoeuvering of the Dutch in the New World, an en
terprise of more or less interest to them was receiving much con
sideration by the Swedes in the Old. For it was in 1625 that Wil
liam Usselinx, a prominent merchant in Stockholm, advised Gusta
vus Adolphus, Monarch of Sweden, to found a trading station in the 
New World . His interest and enthusiasm was caused by the remark
able success of the Dutch West Indian Fur Company, and as a 
former member of this company he was well able to advocate it. 

His project received much attention, and a very extensive set
tlement was planned, but the outbreak of the German war in which 
the Monarch was slain, caused its abandonment for the time. The 
venture thus temporarily checked wa~ renewed in 1637 when 
Prime Minister Oxensturn under the direction of the Queen Chris
tiana sent two vessels, Bird Grip and Key of Colmar, from Gotten
burg, with all necessary equipment to colonize and trade. 

Peter Minuet, the former Dutch Governor, was appointed com
mander of this expedition, which in the spring of 1638 arrived in the 
Delaware Bay. 

In the following year a tract of land was purchased from the 
Indians, including the country between Cape Henlopen and the 
Falls of the Delaware. This tract they called New Sweden. 

These second European visitors we can more intimately con
nect with our neighborhood, for giving more attention to colonizing, 
as they did, farms were scattered here and there throughout the 
land, and although no clearings "vere made in the limits of our Bur-
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ough, it wa~ familiar ground to at least several Swede farmer s and 
especially to the hunters. 

That the Swedes intended to colonize and erect permanent set
tlements as well as trade and barter furs, seems most evident. The 
companies of Gothart de Rehden, De Harst Fenland and others, 
with their ship loads of servants, cattle and farming implements; 
and the grants and privileges given Henry Hockhammer and Swen 
Gunderson, show every evidence of permanency. 

Yet in spite of their commendable motives and methods, they 
were not given the opportunity to rid the country of much of its 
wildness, for in 1644 the Dutch disputed their land rights and forced 
them to relinquish all claim to the territory. 

I t seemed the Dutch feared their ability, and were jealous of 
their success and profits, and basing their right to the land on the 
original discovery by Hendrickson, pleaded their cause in active 
warfare. The quarrel was at first rather local but the Dutch 
government itself soon became involved and the few scattered 
Swedes were quickly conquered. Thus was ended all claim by 
Sweden to the land from which they had hoped to obtain much 
financial support. 

Many of the Swedes, however, retained possession of their in
dividual plantations and continued to live here under the Dutch 
reign. 

As the Swedes were compelled to give up their land to the 
Dutch in 1644, so were the Dutch in 1664 compelled to acknowledge 
England's claim. for that year the conquering of the Nether
lands added the Dutch possessions in the New World to the British 
territory. From then until the close of the Revolution, our neigh
borhood was possessed by England. It had changed owners four 
times and each change helped to bring it from its obscure hiding 
place. 
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THE WELSH 

The conditions associated with the securing and establishing of 
a province in the new world by \Yilliam Penn are LOO well know n tv 
need but passing mention . 

It was sixteen years after the Dutch had surrendered their claim 
to the country along the Delaware River, that \\'illiam Penn came to 
possess the same. The death of his father, Admiral Penn, made 
\\lilliam heir to estates in both England and Ireland , and the re
cipient of a yearly income of 1500 pounds. lVlortover, the British 
governm ent was obliged to pay him 15,000 dollar~. an amount owe [1 
the Admiral for many years. 

This debt made it easily possible for Penn to mature a plan he 
hall, it is claimed, harbored for some time. The possibility of offer
ing a sorely persecuted people a hom e free from restriction, had long 
been his ambition, and Penn was not slow to take advantage of the 
gO\'ern11lent'~ ohlig-atioll to him. 

His proposition for a tract of land in the western continent as 
payment of this amount, offered the British crown a conyenient anel 
altogether satisfactory means of ridding the government of an an
noying debt, and was promptly accepted. 

Having obtained the land thereafter known as Pennsylvania 
(Penn's woods), Penn at once commissioned \Nilliam Markham his 
deputy, and this gentleman immediately sailed for the Province. A 
general ill\' itation was then sent to the follow ers of the numerous 
religious sects in such marked disfavor at that time, to make their 
l:omes in this land of religious freedom. 

Upon hearing of Penn's land grant, 111 the :t\ ew \'\ ' orld, 
many hundred followers of the then comparatively new 
religious sect-the Quakers-rejoiced. It was indeed glorious 
news to the restricted and repressed Friends, whofor a score or more 
years had endured the severest persecution because of their reli
gious beliefs. Their outward defiance of the English authorities and 
their refusal to recognize the Church of England brought upon them 
merciless harassment. Fines were continuously levied upon them 
and collected with impunity by constables and sheriffs, who, recog
nizing the prejUdice and bitter feeling against the sect, did not hesti
tate to increase their own worldly stores by taking merchandise and 
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farming stock which far exceeded in value the amount of th e levied 
fin e. Yet notwith standing th ese trial s, their convictions were so 
sincere that they met as publicly, and as conspicuously upheld th eir 
(Ioctrine , as did the adh erent s of th e English Church themselves. 
That th eir ardor and religious enthusiasm was unquenchable even 
ttn (ler such adverse circumstances. we cannot doubt. But reason
able it is to suppose, that a renewed energy came to all upon hear
ing of th e opportunity to settle in a land of religious freedom ; a 
land so generous in its products, so mild in climate and so free in its 
entirety. To se ttle in such a country with th eir relatives and friends, 
under conditions which th ey th emselves could largely govern ; and 
to be rid of th e persecutions, which th ey, as th e advocates and fol
lowers of a special cioctrine, had endured for 50 many years, was 
like the reali zation of a cherished dream. 

Among those to see the advantage of settling in this new land 
were th e Cymric Welsh, a people of great intelligence, very in
dustrious and very persevering, a people familiar with farmin g and 
most practical in their methods of li ving and who in every sense of 
th e word, we believe, were best fitted to endure and quickly over
come the necessary hardships encountered in a new and strange 
la nd . I II their Welsh hom es th ey were mostly gentlemen farm ers, 
prosperous in th eir occupation a nd plain in their habits. They de
ri n d thi s name- Cymric Welsh-from Cy n or Cy m, meaning 
" first " and Vlelsh a Teutonic word, meaning "stranger." To 
thi s people we can now direct al1c\ limit our attention , for they 
were the first white men to settle upon the land of Narberth and its 
vicinity. As owners of th e country we now know as Lower Merion 
township, they were the direct successors to chief \Vingebone and 
his Indian braves. 

As far back as we can trace their lineage we find th em to have al
ways been a bold and hardy people . Being th e direct descenliants 
of th e Celtic nation, which in ancient time inhabited Europe, they 
were particularly endowed with many superior qualities rarely fo und 
in the native~ of northern central Europe at that early period. For 
even then, although a partly barbaric nation, these Celts recogn ized 
and lived under a unique and just form of government. 

From such a persistent. bold and hardy people, a nation with 
whom ne\'er dying patriot ism was a cardinal characteristic, the 
Cymric \\'elsh sprang. Can we doubt their efficiency or question 
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their loyalty? Can we think of a people better able to prosper or 
more able to advance intelligence? 

When Penn's general invitation to the Quakers reached the 
scattered hamlets of the VI! elsh, it immediately brought 
together those who were Quakers in faith, and the argu
ments, which were all in fa vor of going to the New World, quickly 
terminated in the purchase of a large tract of land in P~nn's Prov
ince. They had scarcely settled here and completed their homes, 
when their ability to accustom themseh'es to a strange environment 
became evident. Indeed their preparation in \Vales, prior to their 
sailing for the Province, was charac teri stic of their foresight. 
C nderstanding the character of Penn's asyl\1m their desire was to 
purchase a tract of land from him especially for their own party, and 
form themsel ves into an independent colony or barony. Their pI am 
were all carefull y laid in \Vales. Special meetings were held in 
their Welsh houses and eyery step and decision was freel y and 
thoroughly disc\1ssed, and preparations were made for the many 
contingencies that would, of necessity, arise. 

The title of barony for this ·enterprise was probably poorly 
taken as it immediately suggests a form of government that was the 
furthest from their plans and ideas. Freedom and eq\1al personal 
right was to be most prominent in their new plan of government. 
This system which was adopted before leav ing \/y'ales was most 
\1nique and corresponded with true baronial system of go\'ernment 
so slightly that we can easily apprec iate that the title of barony was 
used for legal reasons only. Their plan was to elect from their midst 
a number of men to act as justices, over whom would preside a chief 
justice or foreman . \Vithin the hands of this body of justices or 
cO\1ncil was placed th e ruling of th e barony . They were to levy and 
collect taxes, punish for criminal offense , decide all disputes anel 
controversies, look to the welfare of the barony and perform such 
duti es as would befall th e burgess and council of a modern borough. 
These plans they presented to \\' illiam Penn through a committee 
consisting of Charles Lloyd , John ap J ohn, Dr. Thomas \ /y'ynn e, Dr. 
Griffith Owen, Dr. Edward Jones, John ap Thomas, Edward Prich
ard and se\'eral oth ers: than which a more e:ninent and intelligent 
body of men could scarcely ha\'e been selected from among th em. 
Their meeting with Penn was most de finite and satisfactory, he ap
pro\'ed and praised their methods and ga\'e tl ~ e:ll every reason to 



trust him and expect his assistance. It is not strange that Penn 
should han taken this special interest in the plans of these \Velsh 
Quakers, for many of the men who waited upon him, as members 
of the committee, were very close friends of his, and besides, Watson 
telIs us in his Annals, that the promoter was himself of Cymric 
origin. vVith such encouragement and under such favorable circum
stances. the \\' elsh in the year 1682 began to sail to the New World. 
They did not come in one large body or company as so many of the 
early expeditions, but appointed a few of their number to rer>resent 
thelll hefore Penn's agent 111 Philadelphia. These trustees, as they 
were calIed , were to secure the land and have it surveyed and then as 
it suited the convenience of the varions members of the several com
panies, they came over and relieved the trustee of the amount of land 
they had previously agreed to take . The whole VVelsh company pur
chased 40.000 acres, and because this tract comprises much of the 
present site of Lower Merion township as well as the neighboring 
township we feel a particular interest in it. 

The tract as described by Penn in his instruction to his sur
veyor, Thomas Holmes, was situated, to use his own words, "On 
the west side of the Skoolkill river, running three miles upon the 
same two miles backward then extending ye parallel Wth 
ye river six miles and to run westward so far as this quantity 
of land be completely surveyed into tracts." 

There were six or seven companies all told, consisting of about 
seventy Welshmen and their families. 

The Merion Company, which consisted of seventeen men and 
their families, occupied that portion of the district which Lower 
Merion township now covers . 

Merion Company.* 
Trustees-Dr. Edward Jones and John ap Thomas. 
Tract of 5,000 acres. 
1250 to John Thomas, yoeman. 
650 to Hugh Roberts, yoeman. 
312Yz to Edd. Jones, chyrurgeon. 

" Robt. David, yoeman. 
" Evan Rees, grover. 
" John Edwards, yoeman. 

*" Merion in the Welsh Tract"-By Thos. A. Glenn 
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" Edd. Owens, gentleman. 
lSGYz to William Edward, yoeman. 

" Edd. Rees, yoeman. 
" Wil liam Jones. yoeman. 
" Tho. Rich. yoeman. 
" Rees John Wi lliams, yoeman. 
" Tho. Lloyd, yoeman. 
" Cadd. ]\.'lorgan, yoeman. 
" John 'A' atkins, bachelor. 
" Hugh John, yoeman. 
" Gainor Roberts, spinster. 



THE VILLAGE OF MERION 
'vVe need now but follow the 1Ierion Comp,lIlY to obtain the early 

history of our neighborhood. The trustees of this company, Dr. 
Ed ward J ones and John ap Thomas were the first members of th ·~ 

Welsh Barony to apply for their land grant. In fact Dr. Jones in 
company with W. Edwards a11d E. Reese were the first \ Velsh, ex
cepting Simon Evans, who arrived in April, 1682, to land in Pennsyl
vania. These three with their families and servants landed from the 
ship Lyon, at Upland in the fall of 1682, and shortly after arrived iii 
the young city of Philadelphia, where they immediately entered a 
claim for their already purchased land. Here they met with the first 
reverse, for in some unexplainable manner their agreement with \Vil
liam Penn had not been made known to his Phi ladelphia agent, and 
no argument could induce him to survey for them a tract of 40,000 

acres in any close proximity to the city. He gave them their" choice 
of the country near 1'\ew Castle, or that west of the Schuylkill river. 
The latter district they finally decided upon, thongh with consider
abl e reluctance, believing it to be an unreasonable distance from 
Philadelphia. 

Penn's apparent neglect in this matter caused considerable dis
satisfaction am ong them, which they harbored for many years, mak· 
ing the relationship considerably 5trained between th e Proprietor 
and themselves . Visiting their land shortly after their arrival, th ey 
became markedly impressed with its rescmblance to the country in 
\Val es . Its rolling woodland anj meadows. with its numerou s 
st rea ms. was certainly not unlike th e farm land from which they 
came, and the momentary gloom rapidly passed from over their 
cherished dream. The distance to Philadelphia. however. th ey 
looked upon as lung. and it probably was of sufficient length. 
considering the lack of faci lities, to greatly handicap the ready sale 
of vegetable products anel interfere with the prompt disposal of 
their graim. 

The securing of the land by the trustecs was quickly followed 
by the arrival of the rest of the :\1 erion Company and in a few years 
its families were li\' ing side by side on their various plantations. V\' e 
can read ily picture their firs t year here, even attempt to accompany 
them upon their first visit from Philadelphia to the site of their fu-
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ture home. \ Vestward from th e river bank stretched 5,000 acres of 
crude unkept wilderness, and in this land their future possibilities 
lay. 

These \\"eish lived at first with the Swedes and Eng-lish, or as 
was 50 comme n a manner of li\' in g th en , they built for themselves, 
in the soft river banks, cave houses, and while thus obtaining suffi
ci ent shelter, th ey spent their days at work upon thei r lanel. Before 
their energetic labor the first evidence of habitation quickly ap
peareJ, roaels lead ing from the riv er ran through th e forest to fur
th ermtls t bOl!nds of their sett lement, and huge and dense und er
brush wa5 supplanted by fertile farm land. Then came the homes, 
placed with t he rarest judgment in the most sui tabl e localiti es. A fe>," 
immediately gave th eir attention to building, using the convenient 
logs to erect a hasty yet comfortable cabin. while others continued 
to occupy their cave dwellings and upon their plantations spent 
more time building large substantial st one mansions. 

As early as '700 the barony could boast of not a few of these 
large stone dwellings. th e quiet dignity of which the Welsh 
so keenly felt and so truly loved . And these good old hom esteads, 
we learn were appreciated not alone by their owners. Their COI11-
forts were manifold a11(1 th e hospitality of the master let none be 
wasted. Every nook and corner, every board and .chamber extended 
to the wayfarer a cordiality well nig h unknown now. 
Many of these dwellings are still in our midst. \Vith their 
masonry so massive and architecture so noble and stately, they 
stand self-asserting, once the prominent homestead of these early 
vVelsh, now the almost unnoticed and unappreciated dwellings oi 
their descendants. These hom es so maj e~tic and grand in th ei r 
lives are so sacl and pathetic in their decline. that th ey desen'e our 
reverence. 

The early li\'es of the \Vel sh were spent much the sa me as those 
of all the elfly !,EHlers. }arming was their pI incipal occlpatioll , and 
their experience in \ Vales in thi s pursuit went far to aid them in 
their early struggles . Following the completion of their houses , 
the clearing of the land and the planting of thei r first crops, the 
less important needs, though non e the les3 beneficial. were given 
pro11lpt con;;idcration. H elpful as was the diminutive assistance oi 
th e children it was vastly more essential that th ey should be proper
iv in"tructed. Schools must be supplied :1 n ,\ instrnctors secured. 
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Then there was felt th e need of a place to \\"orship. CO:lclucting ser
vice each w eek in the vari ou" homes had hith er~o suppli ed its ab
sence. but th e settler w as anxious to see in their mi llst a special 
structure solemnly set a ~. ide for sacred med ita tion 

Merion Meeting House :-Thus it was not long before th~ 

?-lerinn i\ l eet lll g H ouse was built. The accurate records kept by 
the ea rly Frilllds speak of the firs t formal meeting being held earl v 
in the year 1864. at the home of Thomas Ducket, on the east side 
of tile Schuylkill riv er: s hortly aft er , J ohn Bevan's hom e in Haver
ford. was used; and on the fifth day of th e fourth m onth th ey all 
gathered to worship at the home of Hugh R oberts in Merion. 

This IS the fir st r ecorded meeting held in the 
little settl ement of 1\1 erion. I t was th en but a short time 
before a t emporary log strtlcture was erected upon a plo t of land 
g iven the society bv Edward Reese. In thi s crtlde cabin we have rt'a
soh to beli eve, reg ular service was held by th e few scattered famili es 
in th e Merion colony. It was in thi s temporary structure m oreover 
that the first public marriage was held , it havin g occurred on th e 
10th day of \ 'la y. 1693. 

! 11 1695 R obert Owen began quarrying on hi s land fO!' 
stone to erect a res idence and it is claimed that he 1111-

mediat ely donated all th e stone ll sed in the erect ion of the present 
meet ing hOllse. U nder th e united labur of the settler ~ the structure 
was soon compl eted and remained for several years the only meet
ing house in the Welsh tract. Vv' ere it not for its present smooth, 
plas ter coati ng . the masonry would be identical with that of Robert 
Owen,,' hom e. which st ill ., tands in exce ll ent conJition on :\lont
gomery avenu e, but a short distance west of the meeting house. In 
H:iY5. there is the record of Edward R eese's giv in g a half acre of la11<1 
to the meeting for a g rave yard . This plot was added to in 1763 by 
J oseph Tunis and later, in 1801 and 1804 by J ohn Dickenson, on 
whose land was erected the house for the care taker of the meeting 
and its ground s. In 171 3 th e mee tin g house was repa ired an d more 
th oroughly compl eted. Since thi s early time it has been th e p lace of 
wor.,hip of lllany generations and the platform of num erous speak
ers. Among the more prominent of these speakers we find Robert 
O\\'en. El lis P ugh. Edward R eese, John Fothergill, Thomas Chalkley . 
Job Scott. John \"IooI111an. Annie Jackson, Stephen Paschall, J osiah 
H oops. Aaron Roberts, George Trtlman. several of the George family 
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and many others . Recently th e services have been conduct ed prin
cipally in silence, there being but a handful of worshipers. 

School.-During the week. th e ~I erion iVI eeting H ouse was used 
as a ~chool. It is probable that children of the vicinity received 111-

structions here almost as soon as the building was completed, for these 
early Welsh were eager to obtain for thei r children a most thorough 
education. It is not unlikely that their efforts brought to their little 
village John Cad walader, who th ough but a young man was a very apt 
scholar and a most able instructor. vVhether th e mee ting house shel
tered bis little ciass of bright eage r Welsh we cannot definitely say, 
but i[ seems quite plausible that it did. If our surmise is correct 
then Cadwalader had the unique distinction of having been married 
in hi;; own school room. In 1705 he moved to Philadelphia, leaving 
the i!lstruction of the school in other hands, but whose we do not 
know. 

In 1780 permission was given by the Price family to erect a sepa
rate school house on their estate. This building was about sixteen by 
twenty feet in size and but one story high. It was made of pointed 
stone with neat sloping roof and remained a prominent institute of 
learning throughout the district, despite its meager size, until 1830. 
Inside there were but several rows of long, crude wooden benches and 
au elevated platform and desk. U pon the establishing of Th~ 

Academy at Academyville , this little sober seat of learning seemed to 
have outlived its usefulness and it was torn down by Isaac Price. 

The handful of pupils who lived too far to conveniently go to 
The Academy were collected and teaching was again conducted 1.1 

the Meeting House. 
III the mf1110ries of not a few peopl e still prominent in our midst, 

their school days in the Meeting House stand out strongly and one 
well known citizen, Isaac Lewis, recalls with interesting detail, 
many incidents associated with school life at the little stone 
school houst.. 

Among those who taught at the meeting house were ~lr. '''''' alt
ers, M is;; Hannah Hoops, and a ~1 iss Paschall. 

Grist Mills-The work inthe fields was speedily reward ed by 
most profitable harvests and each farmer found his -crude sheltering 
insufficient for his gains. In farming, th ese 'Velsh Quakers early be
came prominent, not only throughout the province, but among the 
colonies. Many of the early travelers wrote in most glowing terms of 
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their agricultural ability and made their farming and cattle rai sing in
dustries \\'ide1y renowned. 

The fertile fields had yielded but few harvests, when they were 
able to meet another need by erecting their O\l"n grist mill s. On the 
banks of l\1 ill Creek , as it swiftly ran through its narro\\" vall ey to the 
river, these mills were built. John ROoberts, the grandfather of the 
noted loyaiist of the s;\me name, was probably the first to grind the 
corn of Merion settkr;;. His mill he erected, shortly after his al'
rival in 1683, on l\lill Creek not far north of ArJmore, This h '~ 

speeJiiy followed with other mill s a,; neces:;ary a,; the first, and in c. 
very short time the creek's perpetual power was distributed to a 
\1\lml)('r of saw and grist mills. 

The little settlell'pnt of the l\leriun company \I'as so rapidly over
coming the obstacles uf the wildern ess that they were looked upon 
with ~,we by th e numerous \'isitor,; to their unique barony. 

Highways,-The highways were the next to be considere(l. The 
narruw emergency roaels were gradually widened and lengthened 
and fOor several centuries it wa c; acknowledged that na tawnship had 
better roads than Lower Merion. Prior to 1700, the variaus high
ways were few indeed and not a few of these roads were but little more 
than a series of ruts through unfenced fields, taking a course most con
venient to the few who traversed them. The mills and the meeting 
houses were probably the termination of them all at this early time. 
In the year 1703 we have the first evidence of systematic road making. 
In thi s year a public highway was surveyed and completed between 
th e flaverfonl Meeting House and Philadelphia. A year later a hig-h
way was bllilt cannecting l\lerion lI'Ieeting hause with Powell's ferry . 
In 1713 the Merian settlement was connected with Radnor by a public 
road, and in 1741 the widely known Lancaster road was laid out. 
Several years later the Gulf road was built and those less kno\l"n and 
less important were gradually canstructed as their need became urg

ent. A very prominent and convenient road for the l\lerion settlers 
was built in 1785. It ran from the Lancaster road at l\Ierion ~Ieeting 
house to Levering's Ford on the Schuylkill. This road still exists but 
there is comparatively little travel over it now. 

The laying out of a road at that early period meant but little more 
than grading a wide dirt path. The luxuries of the present stone pike 
were then unknown and the manifold troubl es of the spring mud 
consi(!erecl ine\'itable. 
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It \\"as in 1792 that piking th e roads was first started in Pennsyl
vania and the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike was the first ex
ample. It was two years before the road was completed and this at a 
cost of $7500 per mile. 

The original Lancaster pike or Conestoga road known as :-lont
gomery avenue, is generally conceded to have been built in 1741. This 
undoubtedly is correct as regards its completion but a considerable dis
tance was opened many years prior to this. In fact there seems to 
be evidence to show that a portion of this road is the very oldest in the 
district, being, it is considered by some, but the widening of an old and 
prominent Indian trail; by others, the original Swede path which con
nected the Delaware settlements and the Schuylkill river. The loca
tions of the earliest homes, the General \Vayne Inn and the Merion 
meeting house substantiate its early existence. 

Along its course, until a short distance past l\arberth, can still be 
seen the olel Penn mile-stones, upon one side of which are still plainly 
visible the Penn coat of arms. From here the stones leave the avenue 
and can be traced to Roberts' mills and fr om thence to Gulf mills. So 
that at least a small portion of Montgomery avenue lies upon the 
original bed of the oldest highways in the country cannot be 
denied. 

In 1721 it was confirmed as far as Brandywine and in 1741 as far 
as Lancaster. During most of the time , especially in the spring and 
fall. this road was in poor condition, and it was not until 1850 that 
active .steps were taken to improve it. At th:s time there wa.' con
structed upon it an eight-foot wide plank driveway. This plank 
road was about five miles in length and ran from city line to vVhite 
Hall. Within the past twenty years Montgomery avenue has been 
macadam ized . 

General Wayne Inn-With the increase in roaels came the in
crease in travel and the steady growth in population. Cpon the 
more frequented highways were erected the various blacksmith 
and wheelwrig'ht shops, and more important than all else came the 
pompous. welcome wayside inns. In the village of l\1 erion the 
"General vVayne" was the first and foremost. This renowed old 
hostelry. still standing in best of condition. was built in the spring 
of 1704 by Richard Jones, and for two hundred years has been the 
village's center of activity. 

During the Revolutionary \Var it was brought most forcibly 
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into public notice, especially in the winter of 1777 and '78, when it 
lay half way between the two large armies, a most enviable center 
for foraging and scouting parties from each side. Throughout the 
war it was owned byAbraham Streeper, an officer in the Am erican 
army, and since then has been run by Mr. Taylor, Mr. Titus Yerkes, 
Major William Mathey, Mr. Jacob Castner, Mr. David Young, Mr. 
James Baird and Mr. Edward Odell. 

This inn was indeed appreciated by the quiet \¥ elsh, who 
gathered there so frequently to discuss the topics of the times with 
their neighbors or receiving the news of the colonies from the way
farers . 

Stage Coach Line-The Wayne was for many years the stop
ping place of travelers on their way to the west, and with the mpid 
increase in travel, upon the opening of the Lancaster road, it be
came quite famous as a "stopping off" place. Later when the Phila
delphia-Lancaster stage coach line was established it was made an 
important station . 

This stage line which ran from King of Prussia Tavern on 
Market street, Philadelphia, to the Beach Haven House in Lan
caster, was founded in 1785. It offered a then seemingly rapid and 
convenient mode of traveling and for many years the stage line 
business was most flourishing and profitable. 

This line which ran through Merion was owned by Frederick 
Doersh and Adam Weaver, and every Monday, Tuesday, Friday 
and Saturday, with one or the other of these men driving, the lum
bering four-horse coach swung up to the porch of General ,,\rayne 
Inn. It was the custom for the drivers of these coaches to blow 
several long blasts while at considerable distance from the inn. 
This gave the host and servants time to make such preparations as 
were necessary for a short stop and prompt departure. 

Railroads-With the establishment of the steam railroad the 
popularity of the stage coaches quickly decreased, and it was not 
many years before they were considered a curiosity. The Phila
delphia and Lancaster stage line was the first to be affected by the 
steam cars, for it was in April of 1834 that a railroad was complet
ed from Philadelphia to Columbia. This new mode of accommoda
tion catered to all the traffic in the vicinity forcing the stage coaches 
to soon abandon their trips. 

This railroad which was built by the State at a cost of $3,983,-



302 was one of the first attempts of its kind in Am erica. Its 82 miles 
of track connected it with th e famous canal that ran to Pitt!'Durg 
and the State of Ohio, and its completion was cited as a wonderful 
achievement. It passed through Lower Merion township for a dist
ance of four and a half miles , and though this primary route has 
long been abandoned, we can still follow its original course quite 
accurately. After leaving the incline plane at Belmont it crossed 
the property now within the city limits and entering I\'Ierion ran 
through the Roberts estate and the country now known as Bala and 
Cynwyd. Passing through the village of Merionville, over the little 
triangular plot just west of the toll gate, it crossed the old Lancaster 
road on Bowman's bridge and running parallel with this road it en
tered the village of General Wayne. Here it had a prominent stop
ping place just opposite the inn, and the little stone bridge over 
which it ran at this point is still in excellent condition. Now pass
ing over the fields of the Price estate for nearly a mile , it entered the 
village, whicb up to 1895, when it became part of the borough of 
Narberth. was called Libertyville. It is claimed by many that this 
littlp. sp.ttlp.ment's unique name was the result of the Columbia rail
road. It appears the residents thereof appreciating the value of this 
wonderful mode of accommodation willingly donated the land over 
which it ran . 

The writer has also recently heard of the tradition that during 
the Revolution a liberty pole was planted here by the French 
soldiers, the village since then being known as Libertyville. Leav
ing this settlement the railroad again crossed Lancaster road and 
traversed the estates of Col. Owen Jones and Mr. Wistar, and tak
ing a large S-shaped course passed through White Hall at Rose
mont took the same course as that of the present Pennsyl
vania Railroad. In May, 1849, the State sold it to a corporation 
known as the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, to whom it still be
longs. Among the numerous improvements immediately made by 
this company was the changing of the roadbed to its present course. 
It is interesting' to note that while digging this roadbed a large vat 
was entered between IVlerion and Overbrook, in which was found a 
large number of hides put there to tan fifty years before by the 
George brothers, well known tanners at the beginning of the seven
teenth century. 

Social Life-Leading primarily the same lives-tillers of the 



soil-the little Merion colony remained a quiet, peaceful set tl ement 
for many years . Year by year the various hardships were over
come, the needs of their labors s upplied and the genuine comforts 
of home life secured. Beautiful fi elds of fertil e farm land had taken 
th e place of the early wilds, wide, convenient roads the place of th e 
narrow woodland paths and Indian trail s. H o mes and churches, 
schools a nd mills were picturesCjuely scattered throughout th e dis
trict and leading th e lives of contentment these Welsh grew forget
ful of the land they left with many heart-pains. In their social and 
politica l lives th ey present the same features that characterized 
them as a people . Quiet, calm natures, s incere and just, with 
wholehearted generosity and broadminded s impli city, th ei r lives ap
peal 1.0 us as Lord ering upon the ideal. They we re not g iven th e op
portunity of freCjuent visiting between nei~hbor and fri ends, there 
was too much to occupy them at home, and the distance from house 
to house was ofte n too great for conve nient ca ll s. On Sunday, how
ever, t hey all gath ered a t the little Merion m eeting house, and be
fore and after each service th ey found th e opportunity to discuss the 
subjects of the tim e. 

J t was not a t all uncommon for various families to journey to 
the llOmes of fri end s at the close of the m eeting, and thus hav e 
ample time for conversation . vVhi le th e successes a nd reverses of 
farm ing and cattle rai sing, millin g and building were talked of by 
the :lll" n . th >: lr· industrious wives were discussing in the spacious, 
cozy kitchen, their own results of persistent occupation. The spin
ning w hee l products were shown with pride by th e housewife and 
the knittin g ex hibited time a nd time again of an afternoon. In the 
field s or by the meadow b rook th e ch ildren ran and played and gav '~ 

eve ry ev idence in their joyous frolics of th e infrequency of such a 
vis it. 

There were , however, social gatherings planned in th e homes 
of th ese early Welsh, in which the bygone games and cus toms ex
cited more interest and gave more enjoyment than man y of the 
ga mes o f our modern parties. These functi ons, moreover, were mOS1: 
informal. It was si mply m ade known to all by a hasty visit or a 
second-hand ed invitation that o ne of them would entertain . It 
ca used much gossip, to be s ure. and was prepared for with much 
commotion , yet th ere was a freen ess about it that was characteristic 
of th e time an d people. 



Politics-l n their political life their system of government as 
planned and adopted in the olel world was carried out for several 
years. To the officers of the Barony was taken every grievance and 
complaint. There was probably bl1t little in the way of quarrel and 
crim'~ to call for the sentence of their judges and magistrates or the 
verdicts of their juries. But much attention was given by these 
public officers, chosen from their midst, to the improvement of the 
Barony. In planning the comforts of all, and supplying the poor 
and needy was found much of their official duty. and there are still 
many records of not a little such commendable work having bee.l 
don e. But it was not long before the exclusiveness of their district 
and government was interfered with . The promises of protection 
were soon fo!'gott en by the authorities in Philadelphia and the city 
council took desperate steps to annihilate this Barony. In J685 thi3 
body 0rdere,! that the county dividing line should pass through this 
Barony, forcing a portion thereof to be included in the county of 
Chester, while the remainder, that of Lower Merion, was still in the 
county of Philadelphia. This action of the Governor's council 
arou,.( d the most intense indignation that stimulated the peace
loving "Velsh almost to righteous rebellion . For several years they 
refused to recognize the political division of their tract and continu
ed to cast their votes in Philadelphia with the rest of Philadelphia 
county. These votes were declared invalid in 1689. Following this 
act a number of Welshmen met and declared their position and 
made known their dissatisfaction in a statement which was sent to 
the c·)mmissioners in 1690. The statement read as follows: "VI/ e, 
the inhabitants of the Welsh tract in the Province of Pennsylvania, 
in America, being descended of ancient Britons, who always in the 
land of our nativity, under the crown of England, have enjoyed that 
liberty ancl privilege as to have our bounds and limits by ourselves, 
within which all causes, quarrels, crimes and titles were tried and 
wholly determined by officers, magistrates, juries of our own lang
uage, which were our equals. Having our faces towards these 
countries, made motion to our Governor that we might enjoy the 
same here, which thing was soon granted by him before he or they 
were ever come to these parts, and when he came over he gave forth 
his warrant to layout 40,000 acres of land to the intent we might 
live together here, anc1 enjoy our liberty and devotion in our own 
language as before in our country, and the 40,000 acres was SUf\'ey-

27 



e(1 out and hi s warrant confirll1ed by se\·eral orders from th e co m
missioners of ye propri etor, and settlecl upon already with ncar 
fou r score sett lements." 

The appeals of the Vvel sh were probably not eve n seriously 
considered by the commissioners, and despite every effort of those 
who appeared before this body in person, showing to all the justice 
of their claim, their uniqu e little Barony was overthrown and th eir 
privileges of self-government taken away. From this time until 
1784 the Lower Merion district was included in the county of Phila
delphia . 



REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

Every strife and struggle of the United Colonies anel 
States involved, to a greater or less extent, the Merion settle
ment. Whether their loss was in men or property it was 
none the less keen, and especially in the Revolution was their suf
fering exceptionally severe. It must be remembered that as a 
people the Quakers could not, in accordance with their faith, con
scientiously take active part in warfare. However, in the Merion 
settlement general sympathy was felt for the colonies, and the 
people of this little village ultimately gave considerable aid to the 
American cause. 

The numerous taxes and restrictions imposed upon the colonies 
by the over severe mother country, affected the lives and limited 
the freedom of the quiet Welsh as profoundly as it did the lives of 
the more impetuous New Englanders. In the Merion settlement 
the principle topic of conversation prior to the war, was Englaml"s 
auslere ruling; and it was with marked interest and excitement that 
any news pertaining to this subject was received by them. News 
traveled slowly those days and it was with great respect that a per
son from a distant town was received in their midst. For this was 
the most accurate means of learning the happenings of the far 
away tOWI1S. \Vhile the site of England's invasion and closely fol
lowing active warfare remained in the New England district, the 
\Velsh kept well versed upon the condition of affairs by meeting 
several nights a week at the \Nilliam Penn Inn, now the General 
Wayne. where The Pennsylvania Post and several other papers 
were read aloud. 

In the autumn of 1777 when the scene of activity was shifted to 
Philadelphia and vicinity, the Merion settlement was forced to 
share with their neighbors the consequent hardship and suffering. 
\Vith the British in the city of Philadelph ia and the American 
camp at Valley Forge, their little village became a "half-way house" 
"for both armies. All that winter they were expused to the raids of 
the numerous foraging parties sent from each camp and their loss 
from these raids was enormous. It was estimated to have amount
ed to £3413 and 1 I shillings, which was far in excess of the 
loss of any other township except Norriton. When \Vashington 
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marched his a rm y south of P hiladelphia in hi s attempt to head off 
th e Brit ish and prevent th e capture of P hiladelphia, Lower Merion 
beca me , for t he first tim e in the war, a site of active operat ion. 

T he va ri ous manoeuvers of the American army brought, more 
than once durin g the Battle of Brandywine, a company or regiment 
past the farms of the Merion Quakers, and foraging parties a nd re
cruiting officers were continually in this vicinity. The retreat of 
th e defeated army brought the soldi ers a nd farmers in more inti
mate touch. Here in th e W elsh Barony wounded were cared for 
and not a few worn out soldiers sheltered and fed. 

Again during th e batt le of Germantown was the district in
volved by th'! manoeuvers of the Continental Army. Then followed 
th long winter months of comparative inactivi ty for both armies, 
th e one in camp at Valley Forge the other in Philadelphia. It was 
during thi s tim e that the numerous individual encounters and per
sonal ad ventures we so often hear of, occurred . Inasmuch as the 
promi nent General Wayne Inn (at that time the William Penn) 
was in the center of thc \-Velsh colony and wail so enviable a stop
ping place for the o fficers and soldiers of both armies, most of the 
adventures were centered about it. During the war it was owned 
by Abraham Streeper, an office r of th e American Army. While at 
ValJey Forge, Streeper paid many a secret visit to his family, several 
of wl:ich were made dangerous by Briti sh troops occupying the Inn . 
O n one occasion he was captured and taken to the Walnut street 
prison. Another A meri can office r , Alan McLane, one of Vvashing
ton·5 best scouts a nd most dari ng cavalry leader, was prominent 
in several small encounters at the Wayne. O n one of his many 
visits there hi s men were met by a British foraging party, and a 
skirmish ensued . The British were routed and left behind one slain 
and several wounded comrades . U pon th e body of th e dead soldier 
was found a miniature of a very beautiful young lady. This minia
ture was given to the Streeper famil y in whose possession it still re
mains, Mr. J oel Cook, a great-grandson of Abraham Streeper, now 
haying it. 

It is also clai med that during this winter of 1777 and '78 two 
Briti sh soldiers were put to th e most inhuman death by one of the 
women of th e i\leri on sett lement. Having been captured at the 
Ge neral vVayne by a party of Am erican soldiers, these two 
Rriti shers were put in charge of a family li ving opposit e the Inn on 
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corn~;' of Montgomery and Haverford avenues, the present Thomas 
estate now occupied by the Hanse lls. The prisoners being securely 
bound, several of the older sons were selected to keep guard over 
them unt il the troops returned. During the afternoon , for 
some unknown reason, the mother of the boys on guard became 
very angry and excited, and exclaiming the prisoners would do less 
harm dead than alive she grasped their own musket and before she 
could be prevented had run its bayonet through their bodies. The 
dead soldiers were quickly buried near the house and the incident 
kept secret as possible. During the past century, however, when 
the present Montgomery avenue was improved and straightened 
the remains of their bodies were unearthed . In the house in whic!l 
the fitiless cieed was done there is still, it is claimed, a portion of 
their skeletons. 
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THE PRICE PLANT A TION 
Following the war the people in the district of Lower 

Merion continued in their principal occupation as farmers. The 
worn and crippled soldiers who had enlisted from this district re
turned but to resume their former work and it was not until a cen
tury had passed that the extensive farms were divided and sub-diviJ
ed, to become the suburban homes of city merchants. Now but com
paratively little of the land is till ed and sown, the once renowned 
agricultural district presents a lavish expanse of lawn and grove. 
Hundreds of dwellings lie dotted over the t erritory that was, but a 
few years back , the free outlook of a half doz en homes. 

Narberth's growth is a conspicuous example of this rapid 
change. In less than a year a large farm became a large village. 
In less than ten years it became a borough, a political power in the 
township and county, and its growth at the present time is probably 
more rapid than any other village in the vicinity. In 1682 the site 
that ::\arberth now occupies, was purchaser! from William Penn by 
Edward Reese (Price) for 3 £ 20Z. 6od. This plot consisted of 
156,YJ acres, to which was added in 1701 ,205;4 acres more. 

The history of this branch of the Price family seems to have 
been given but little prominence in former works on local history. 
K ot"vithstanding this fact . they were of the very first to advocat~ 
the e ~tablish11lent of the Welsh Barony; they were most act ive in 
perf ~ding th e plans for migration. being among the ve ry first to land 
and take up their homes in the new world (Edward Price being onc 
of ti,c first t~1n:e \.\1 els hm en to enter Pennsylvania) ; and all during 
the Barony's existence they were one of the most influential and rr
spected families. 

Edward ap Reese (Price) the head of the Price family 
in tile Barony was born, in 1646, in "Vales. Being an enthusiastic 
supporter oj the baronial movement, he sailed for the new world 
il11l1luliately folluwing: the purchase of the lanel from Penn. Hc 
arrived in Philadelphia, August 18, 1682, with his wife, Mary, and 
son, Reese, and a daughter, who died shortly after their arrival. His 
tract of 156;4 acres was surveyed for him in the locality now oc
cupi('(i by th·~ Belmont Race Course, the General \Vayne Inn , the 
Merion Meeting House and a large portion of the borough of Kar-
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berth. To thi s he added by purchase in 1701 , 20S~ acres, his es
tate t has comprising all of "Ka rb erth and the greater part of vVynne
wood . It joined the Jones estate here and ran south on Lancaster 
avenue for considerable distance. It also included much of the land 
north of the present Montgomery avenue. It was not long after 
his arrival that the site was largely cleared and its fertile soil yield
ing enormous crops . In 1690 he erected his house, a small severe 
stone dwelling a story and a half high, and though as compared 
with modern dwellings it would seem small and cheerless, it was 
in those pioneer days a structure demanding respect, giving in
numerable comforts with its superior shelter and remaining for not 
a few years an enviable homestead . This house stood for almost 
one hundred years in what is now the center of our borough . Us
ing the avenues to locate it, it can be said to have stood 011 the south 
east corner of Forest and Windsor avenues or upon the site that 
Mr. A. H. Muller's home now occupies. 

Naming this location as the site of the original homestead con
tradicts previous writers, but th e writer has excellent proof as to th,~ 

accuracy of his statement and is glad to be able to make this cor
rection. Quite a few recently examined papers substantiate the 
clall~:" and the diary of a descendant of the Price family, who spent 
much of his time at the Price plantation, proves it beyond question. 
From the observations of this man, Mr. Sharpless, and from his 
close study into the families' history in America we learn, in refer
ence to the homestead, that, havin g been built in 1690 it stooJ in 
excellent condition , at the site above menti oned, until 1770, whell, 
because of its small size, it was abandoned and a larger structure 
buill immediately east of it. The impression is given in some of his 
notes that the original home and this new structure adjoined, the 
east wall of the old house being a portion of the west wall of the 
new. It is, however, definitely known that the original house was 
not immediately destroyed for it was not until 1840 that its corner 
stone, a large brick bearing the date uf 1690, was removed from 
its walls and set in the wall of a new kitchen which was, in that 
year added to the "1770 house." This new or "1770 house," as we 
may call it, has not been so long torn down, but that it is well re
membered by many people in the vicinity. For lI8 years it stood it 
prominent farm house, one of the few in the township to which age 
had given dignity. Standing several hundred feet back from the 
old Haverford and Merion road, and but a short distance further 
from th e railroad , it was a conspicuous dwel!ing to passers by, es-
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pecially in the later years when it was annually whitewashed from 
top to bottom. It was a massive structure, a source of great pride 
to its first owners, John and Mary Price. It was constructed en
tirely of stone, plain and formal in appearance but with large and 
comfortable rooms and halls. Several heavy, spacious chimneys 
with their giant fireplaces added their cheery comfort, and a long, 
slantilig roof covered its two and a half stories and reached far 
out beyond the walls. The front door was also a curious selection 
of its builder. This thick structure was modeled after the still com
mon barn door, having been divided in half from side to side and re
maining almost entirely throughout the days of the summer months, 
open above and closed beneath. 

The rest of the farm also had its interesting features; the large 
stone barn stood on the hill just in the rear of the house, the home 
of 1\.1 r. F. H. Harjes occupied practically its immediate site . From 
this barn ran to the meadows now west of Dudley avenue and south 
of the railroad, a dirt lane. The large maple trees which bordered 
this lane are still the shade trees in the lawns of Messrs. Kreamer, 
Suplee, Haws and Gannon. Upon this lane between the present 
Dudley and Conway avenues was situated the farmer's dwelling 
and spring house. Below or to the west of this, for many years, 
was a large C:am, upon which the farm depended for its water 
supply. From the house itself ran through quite a beautiful grove; 
the main entrance or driveway, following a course similar to Forest 
avenue. To the east of this drive was another small dwelling and 
spring house in which dwelt for a considerable length of time one of 
our oldest citizens, Mr. Joseph Mullineaux, Jr. 

The orchard in which there was an abundance of fruit ran 
from Narberth to Essex avenue just north of the barn. A structure 
not to be soon forgotten by anyone who saw it was the large old
fashioned, water wheel which stood in the creek just north of Hav
erford avenue. This faithful servant supplied the hOllse with water 
for many years. For several months after the farm was sold, this 
wheel lay idle in its accustomed place, but one night it took a 
speedy and unexpected journey and may even now be the cherish
ed trophy of some collector of antiquated relics. 

The Price family continued to live on the original plantation 
for almost two hundred years and during this time there was no 
;narked change in the farm. The land was added to from time to 
time, but it was not until the latter part of the last century that 
sales made any perceptible inroad into this old estate. 



Edward Price and his family, by energetic labor, moulded the 
crud~ wi.derness they had chosen for their home, into a beautiful ex
panse of fertile farmland. In unison with other farms of thcse 
thrifty \V elsh. this plantation became an enviable site. These early 
members of the family were most happy in their pioneer life. The 
freedom which they craved was here found and in a plain and 
simple manner they continued to live, happy in their enthusiasm to 
perfect this baronial project. Edward Price spent most of the 
earlier days in the field with his servants but he was not neglectful 
of his mission as minister among Friends. He was an eloqucnt 
speaker and early gained the love and reverence of his neighbors. 

Upon the death of Edward Price in 1726, the then large and 
well cleared farm became the property of his son, Rees Price. This 
head of the second generation made marked advances in the further 
development of the estate. The plantation was divided by miles of 
fence into large fields of farm and pasture land. Additional build
ings were erected to meet the demands of the increased crops, and a 
large amount of woodland was cleared for additional cultivation. 

The road that ran through the Barony traversed the Price 
estate, giving so favorable a location that few other farms were as 
well known and as frequently visited. 

John Price was the next to fall heir to the estate and it was 
while he owned it that its location, which had previously so added 
to its convenience, now resulted in its suffering the most severe de
struction and the heaviest losses. The American Revolution was 
without question the cause of much suffering and hardship in all 
sections of the colonies. But during the winter of 1777 and 1778 the 
farms in the vicinity of Philadelphia where the British were en
camped were continually plundered. The neutral Quakers in the 
Barony had reason to feal' both armies for, to the bold raids of the 
Continental foraging parties, can also be attributed much of this 
loss . 

The peril to the Price farm can be easily imagined when it is re
membered that it was situated on Old Lancaster Road, the most 
prominent highway leading to and from both Philadelphia and Val
ley Forge. ~'everal letters still in the possession of the descendants 
of th e Price family , tell of the constant anxiety of the people at this 
time and the severe hardships these foraging parties caused. 

nefore John Price's death the farm was restored to much of its 
forl11<::' cxce llent condition . In 1792 the owner died and his son, 
John, Jr., became its proud possessor. Shortly after falling heir to 
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the !';'op ~rty J ohn , Jr., died: it was not long befor e hi s children also 
passed away, leaving but a grief stricken widow to occupy the 
homestead. Though Mrs. Price continned to !i\'e 011 the estate for 
many years her interest in the homestead seemed entirely lost . Dur
ing the latter years of her life the property was so utterly neglected 
that every thing went to ruin . The fenc (!s, barns, springhouses, 
orchards and lanes were one and all in a dilapidated condition and 
offered no resemblance to their former beauty. 

After Mrs. Price's death the property became a subject of litiga· 
tion among the descendants of John Price, Sr., and the heirs of the 
widow of John P rice, Jr. For many years the struggle for the es
tate was a most severe and expensive onc. The controversy was 
eventually settled, however, by Stephen Paschall purchasing the 
conflicting claims. Stephen Paschall was th e son of Ann Price 
Jackson and it was because of her great love for the old homestead 
that the purchase was made. During this family controversy the 
property became even more desolate and it was a wretched anti for
lorn picture of its former self that Stephen Paschall presented to 
his mother. It was about the year 1838 that this purchase was 
made and Mrs. Jackson or Ann Jackson as she was almost invariably 
called, continued to live there until May of 1871. Afterward the 
farm was renewed to a cheerful and comfortable home, but its res
toration was only partial; it never regained the prominence and 
dignity it had prior to the war. 

Of the conditions associated with the place during Mrs. Jack
son's life, much could be said to reawaken in the minds of many of 
the older residents a volume of fond memories. The kind old lady 
herself was a character not easily or soon forgotten . Every men
tion of her name by those who knew her, is associated with the deep
est reverence. She was a prominent and influential member of the 
community, ~. n earnest worker among the poor and in the Merion 
meeting, and a most cordial and never tiring hostess. Her comfort
able home was always open to welcome the guests, of whom there 
were many, and not a few still living remember when as boys they 
were made happy with numerous wholesome relishes as they sat 
before her spacious fire-place . 

Stephen Paschall, himself, was a man of prominence and emin
ence. Like hi s ancestor, Edward Price. he was a minister among 
the Friends. He lived with his mother in the old homestead which 
he purchased for her and there were few, if any, in the vicinity who 
did not know and respect him. J n statme as w ell as personality he 



was a man to excite admiration. He stood several inches over six 
feet and was of immense frame , weighing close on to two hundred 
and fifty pounds. In middle life he met with a fatal accident allCI 
though he lingered for quite a number of years he gradually but 
steadily failed in physical health , and after many months of hanl
ship and suffering passed away at his home. His early and untimely 
death was the result of but an apparently trivial accident which be
fell him while riding. He was a most enthusiastic horseman and 
nothing gave so milch pleasnre as riding. At the end of the drive
way which led from the house there had been erected a unique gate 
which was so constructed as to close and open upon the approach 
and departure of a horse or carriage. The failure of this gate to 
close upon one occasion led Stephen Paschall to attempt to adjust it 
while in the saddle and during his efforts his thumb became severely 
crushed. Emergency treatment was all that it ever received, the 
condition not having been considered serious. But shortly after its 
occurrence the first symptoms of paralysis in the member showed 
thel1l~e1ves and from that time on, the condition advanced from one 
member to another until he was utterly helpless. During all his ill 
ness. howeVEr, his mental faculties were never impaired. Every 
week he wa~ carried to a carriage, tak en to the Merion Meeting 
House, and , while lying prone and helpless upon a bench , preached 
some of the 1'10st eloquent sermons ever heard within this old and 
honorable pbce of worship. 

It was not long after Stephen Paschall's death that his mother, 
Ann Jackson, sold her farm to Mrs. Maria Furey, of Philadelphia. 
This sale dil' not, however. deprive the Price family of their 
entire estate. It appears that the property Stephen Paschall ptlr
chased, though including the family homestead, was but a portion 
of the original estate, the rest lmving fallen into possession of 
several male members of earlier generations. One of these farms 
was north of the Old Lancaster Road and extended quite a distance 
westward, where it joined the St. Mary's farm of the Jones family. 
From this farm large strips of land were purchased from time to 
time. Mr. \Villiam McDowell purchased the site upon which the 
old farm hOllse stood. This farm hOllse was enlarged and remodel
ed and stands to-day as the front half of the lower story of what we 
know as Maplewood or Brookhurst Inn. The other farm directly 
opposite it on Montgomery avenue stands as the only substantial 
remains of the one time large and elegant Price plantation. To this 
farm there are st ill many acres of land but the anxious buyers ha ve 
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gained not a littl e of its land amI the H' maining portion will be pro
fitabl e onl y as building lots. 

\~l h en the la te Edward Price, the la s t memh er of the family to 
occ upy thi s farm, was first approachc(\ to ;;ell his lanel for suburban 
houses h e h esitat ed a long while and finally only consente(1 "vith th e 
und erstandin g·. that no mo re than one house could be built on a two 
acre s ite. It was with this understanding that he sold property to 
;\1 essrs. Belfi e ld , Richard and Young. 

The fa rm purchased by Mrs. Furey is thc one to which par
ti cular attention is called, the adjacent land hav ing bee n ad,led t ·) 

th " original village from time to time in its rapid growth. In Mrs. 
Furey's possession th e farm stayed from ]87] t1ntil ]887, when it 
was purchased by th e Com11l0nwealth Title Insnrance Company. 
1\1 r5. Furey m ade no marked improvements in the farm though it 
was quite profitably cultivated by her for many years. For many 
summers the homestead was used a s a boarding hot1se and became 
quite well kn ow as such. Several people still rcmember a small 
fra m e structu re which l\Jrs. Furey erected opposite the station and 
from which cou ld be purchased soft drinks and light eatables. In 
]887 1\1rs. Furey sold her farm to Edwin 'vV. Simpson, th e attorney 
for the Comm onwealth Title Insurance Company. 

Immediately followin g the purchase of Mrs. Furey's farm. th e 
company commenced th e task of modeling a village. The s trip of 
lanel upon whi ch they had to work ran fr om the property of :'11 r. 
J oseph Mullineat1x on th e east, t o vVynn ewood _\Yent1e on the w t';;t, 
anel from th e farm of Edward Price on th e north, to Haverford all<l 
1\1 erio n Avenue on th e south. The eastern half of this strip. being 
high er and m ore s uitabl e grot1nd, was th e portion fir st huilt ujl,)Jl . 
and in a s urprisingly short tim e a doze n b e:ltltiful houses were 5('('n 
ann oun cin g the obliteration of th e Price plantation. The plan of 
l\arberth Park, as th e village was denominat ed, was a yery simple 
o ne . A large aY('nut' now known as \\-indsor, was cut parallel to 
the Hayerford amI l\l eri on roal\ , whilt' running north and south, 
"l'\"('11 similar tho roughfares ,yere constructed. These arc 11 0W 
famili a r as Jo na . Ha·mpden. (; raylin g-. Forest. E:;st'x. Dudley 
and Conway. Xarberth AyeJ1\\t' ",as built many yea rs beforc. 
Thcse seyeral ;;ycnues diyicil'll till' iand into uniform "squares· ' o r 
block;; of 250 hy 500 feet. a nd each sCjuare ,yas surnyc(1 into ll\\ild
ing-· lots ya rying from 200 by 250 feet to 50 by I25 feet. Thc rapidity 
with ,,·hich thi s transformation ",as m;Jde . a lllHH'd but little oppor
tunity for consideratioll to be gin' n to the presen·ati un of a nything 



perta 1l1111 g to thl.' u ld plantat ion. The ~tu nl.' of th e hOllle stead and 
ba rn with that uf tIlt' yarious small er dw ell ings upon th e pl ace we re 
u!:'ed as foundation stone for th e a\·e nu es, a qni te unJ ig llili ed 
sepulchre for such an old and sta tely build ing. 

The J6l)O corn er s tonc, becau se of it s adve rtis ing puss ibiliti es , 
rece ive d mor(' consid eration, howeve r, and for a lmost a yea r re
ma in ed a cnrio~ it y at 18 South B1"Oad street. \ V hat has s ince bel.'l1 
its fa te no one seems to know. The ave nu es ha ving bee n opened 
an,J th e lltllllCroUS lo ts sur veyed, a very a ttra cti ve offic e was built 
o]lpo::; ite th e north s tation an d th e new-born v ill age wid ely adver
ti sed . The full page '· bird·s-eye-view" of th e park in The Philadel· 
phi a R ecord brought num erous vbitors a nd th e lots w ere speedil y 
sold. 

~\I a ny of the boroug h·s residents take pride in th e fact tha t th"J 
werc amo ng it s earli est set tl er s. TI1\1s it will interest not a few ;0 

note th e ord er in which these suburb an pioneers arri ved and maJ<: 
t heir hom es here. M r. Marmaduke Moore a nd Mr. J oseph M ullin
eaux, Jr. , w ere sons-in-law of JVlrs. F urey a nd li ved here long be
for e it beca me a v illage, and may co rrect ly be called th e borough ',; 
l) ldest reside nt ~ . 

The first person to purchase a lo t in K arb el·th Pa rk , however . 
wa::; i\ lr. H a rry J. E etcha m. This lo t wa~ on :-\ arb erth .-\venu e, 
just south of th e Ha ilroad es ta lt> , and was purchased by him 
throug h his fri end , I\ J r. Simpson, even before the village was la id 
out. .4. S well as being th e firs t property owner in the v ill age , h ~ 

had th e addi tiona l distin ctio n of bein g th e fa ther of th e fir st child 
horn in :\"a rberth . :'I I r. _4.lexa nd er L o wry was the next to purchasc· 
and th e first to build a nd inasmu ch as he moved intu hi s new hOll se 
.\u g us t. 1888. h ~ beca me th e fir st r es ident of ?\a rb erth Park 
pru]l l' r. :'I lr. Low ry"s house stand ::; on :\"a rb er th ,\ vc nu e north u f 
\\ ' ind sor and is one of th c boro l1 g h ·s la rgest res idences. 

F o J1 owin g :'llr. L ow ry . in qui ck s tlccession . ca m e .\Ir. \\ .. L. 
l)we n,;. '\ Ir . C. E. Shoc maker . .\.Ir. T ow nse nd . .\lr. D . J. Hun k ;· 
and .\IL C. E . K rea mcr . It was about thi s tim e a lso. :'I lr. H . J . 
l\:l'\c ham built upo n hi s ea rly pun:hased lot a nd became a res iden t. 

Lot ai te r lo t \"as rap idly suld ; in less th a n a yea r t he " ilJ age co n·· 
s is ted of a happy. co nge nial body oi enthusias ti c su burba n ite.- . "fhi " 
increase in t he g ro\\·t h of th e \·i lJ age bro ug ht about condi t ions th at 
rc' <]ui re cl uni son of effor t on th e part of its ci ti zc ns a nd in CO Il S,:
quence of th e un a nim ous appn!c iation of thi s fact, a n assoc ia t io n , 
to mee t th ese dema nd s for loca l gove rnm cilta l co nsonancl' , was o r-
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ganized. So on October 9th, 1889, twelve men and one woman met 
in the shop of William L. Owens' stable and planted the viUage's 
political nucleus by organizing the Narberth Park Association. 
This united political body consisted of Charles E. Kreamer, Charles 
E. Shoemaker, Charles Fritz, David ] . Hunter, George Christy, 
William R. Wright,]. W. Bender, Wil1iam L. Owens, T. J. Bewley, 
Alexander A. Lowrey, Harry]. Ketcham, Mrs. Townsend and 
George Goodman, who represented Mrs. Cloud and Mrs. Dacoll. 
The association met at stated intervals each month, and the welfare 
of the village was thus quite ably handled. 

The progress of the village can be qUite accurately shown by 
glancing over the detailed minutes kept by this association. These 
records, at that time so seriously and accurately kept, are so 
uniquely puerile as to be amusing, now that the mature age of a cor
porated town has been reached. 

Trivial preliminaries characterized the first two meetings, 
though some weight must have been laid upon the subject of tax
ation, when at the first meeting a committee of three: Messrs 
Kreamer, Christy and Owens, was appointed and instructed to visit 
Norristown and investigate the high tax assessment. 

The serio-fanciful subject of burglars was discussed with much 
vigor in practical1y all of the remaining meetings of '89. The ad
option of shrill whistles was the early sequence of burglarious ora
tory. Fol1owing closely upon the wake of this precaution came thl' 
otTer of $200 for the arrest and conviction of burglars-a reward 
which, fortunately for the association, it was never called upon to 
pay. 

During the faU of '89, Messrs. Von Williamson, Moore and 
Mullineaux were added to the roll, and at the first meetings of th(' 
new year Messrs. Davis, Dougla,;s and W. G. McDowell became 
members. 

It was at this time that the col1ection of garbage and ashes was 
discussed with such longevity. Chas. Draper, the sole bidder. 
eventually getting the contract. There was a symptom of lack of 
harmony even at this early date, in the resignation of Mr. Bewley, 
which was promptly accepted with no recorded comment. Instinc
tively the topic of fire fighting found its way into the disquisition of 
the association, and stimulated by the calamity of actual conflagra
tion as wel1 as the peculiar infatuation the subject itself has for 
mankind, the theme held ful1 sway for no short time. The prompt 
inconsiderate motion to purchase a truck was abolished and the 



.1I ore economic hand extinguishers recommended as scarcely less ef
ficacious substitutes. In the early ;;pring we find among the new 
members Messrs. Fussell, Frotscher, Locker, McFarland, Bowers, 
Patterson, Johnson and Maxwell. Robberies in the houses of 
I..,lessrs. Owens and Redifer re-awakened the burglary question in 
the November meeting of '91 , and caused the association to employ 
a detective. 

The village system of lighting, which prior to the fall of '91, de
pended on the charity and convenience of the individual resident, 
appears to have been next to receive the association's attention, and 
developed into a commendable system of large oil lamps, the il
luminating possibilities of which were indeed excellent. These 
lamps were placed close to the sidewalks on the properties of mem
bers of the association and were filled and lighted at the expense of 
the association. In April, 1893, twenty-four 16-candle power elec
tric lights were placed advantageously throughout the village as 
iubstitutes for the oil lamps. 

The remaining two years of the association's active career wer", 
principally occupied by the discussion and preliminary steps of 
forming the village into a borough. In June of 1893, it was moved 
that a committee be appointed to look into the advisability of ob
taining a borough charter. This committee was composed of 
Messrs. Mueller, Kreamer, Baker, Hunter and L'Etang, and their 
prompt and energetic endeavors met with as prompt reward. In 
October of the same year the Grand Jury approved the borough 
petition. by a vote of 7 to 4. 

The opposition to the borough project proved to be more ob· 
stinate than anyone had at first anticipated, and for the remaining 
months of 1893 the decision hung fire in the Court. The borough 
committee was in the meantime increased to fifteen members 
Messrs. Fussell, Harjes, Owens, Warner, Lowry, Simpson, Stew
art, Bender, Shoemaker and Justice, having been added. This body 
worked with renewed vigor and a second petition was approved by 
the Grand Jury on the 7th of June, 1904, by a vote of 22 to I. 

The exceptions to the borough were disposed of by the Court 
and a decree incorporating the borough was granted in December 
of the same year. 

\Nith this step in the progress of local government the little 
suburban village may be considered to have entered upon a new 
epoch. 
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