A4 CENTENNIAL MYSTERY,
—rr il
TRACING A MURDER OF EXHIBITION TIMES

—~A TRAGEDY AT THE GRANGERS' EN-
CAMPMUNT—PROBABLE CAUSIE FOR THE
BURNING OF THE HOTEL—THE MAN-

GLED REMAINS OF A MAN I'OUND.
I'rom Our Own Correspondcnd,
PHILADELPHIA, Sunday, March 4, 1877.

A curions and, as yet, impenctrable mystery,
involving the death of some unkoown man, I8 on-
gaging the a¢tention of theo residents in the west-
ern seetion of the ctty, and more cspeclally those in
the vicimity of the Centennial Grounds., The re-
maing of a stranger, much decomposed, being,
doubilesy, all that 1is lIeft of somoe Cen-
tenmal  visitor, have been found in a ravine
near the ruing of the burned Grangers'
Encamp nent at Elm Statior, on the Pennsylvania
Railroad, just over the Philadeiphia County line,
On TIob. 21 three small boys from tho city were
walking along the raitroad, about 100 feet from rho
pile of ruins, when they observed the foot of a man
sticking up through some weedy, and débris. Tho
boys examined it and found the dead bLody of a
man. fustead of making their discovery pub-

iie, they Kept thho seccret to themsolves,
and returned to the city, 'Lhoe next day,
after  having confided it to some young

companilony, they proceeded to tho spot whero
the body lay. ‘I'hey then gave the alarm, and some
ot {ho neighbors came to the spot and dug the
remaing up. Coroner Pearco, of Ardiore, com-
menced an examinatton into the affuir, and after a
few days' search obtained esuch mformastion ag to
lead to the belief that thoe man had been cruelly
murdered at the Grangers' Hotel, and that the
murderers had taken the Dbody out of the huilding
and buried it bencath the pite of rubhish where it
was found., There scems no doubt whatever, from
the further revelations, that the dead man was tho
vietim of some scoundrely abomnt the hotel, It
wag testificd to at the inquest by gome of
the employes of tho hote!, that about the 8th of
Novewnber last, swhen there were at leant 1.000 per-
sons 1 the building, a room in corridor 1) had
baen tound one morning i a terrivly disordered
condition, that the sbheets on tho bed were coveraed
with blond, and that large pools wero on thoe floor
1o the corrfdor. ‘This information was kept quiot
at the timme, arnd the articles of beda-clothing
were carried away, aud cannot now be found.
When the remains were found, the trunlk of the
Lody was detached {rom the head, the latter belug
blackened and tevribly mutilated. There wern
marks on the skull, ag if woiunds had been inflicted
with the sharp edge and also the pole of a hatchet.
No other marks of violence were appavent. From the
mangled condition of tho bead, it was evi-
dent  that  tho  blews inflicted were  snfli-
cirnt to cause death, Tho object of the mur-
derers no doubt was robbery, and it is
believed thev aftacked this unfortunato man in
his room at the botel, for the purpose of robbing
bim, and that be, offering resistance, was chopped
to death., To et rid of tho body and hide their
bloody work w:s their next move, 80 it is thought
the remzing were taken out by the window, carried
back of the hotel to the ravine, covered with rub.
hish, and there lef{t to mature to carry on tho
remamder of the work of hiding the ter-
rible  crime. A few duys aftee the hotel
closed it was deatrvyed by fire, with-
ont deubt bemng the work of an incendiar v,
and the traces of the murder, which wore s0 essen-
tial to eatablish the identity of the migsing man,
were thus obliteraced, There weors a nummber of
people of bad reputation residing in the neighbor-
hoou of the hotel, and there are rumora that one
night a guest from thie hotel was badly beaten by a
woman named Fury at asaloon kept by her. 1t is
also reported that when the hotel bmlding was de-
atroyed she said, ''I have had my revenze on the
Graogers now,” and that she had threateued differ-
¢nt persons at various times with violonce,

The deeper the matter 13 probed the greater the
mystery becomes.  About the time of the closing of

the Centennial thore were advertisoments in tho pa.
pers here of numbera of missing mwn, and the myvs.
tory attendinmy thelr disnpoearance was as great as
that of tho celebrated Iast and North Rivera sui-
cides or murcers. Ot course it cannot be told
whiether all of them have been returned to their
friencs by this time, but 1t is certain that 8o mo
have not, and that this 13 one, Thae remains have
tire appearance of being those of a German, of about
25 or 30 -years of ame; weight about 149 pounds,
five teet seven inches in height, light complexioo,
light bair, mustache and chin whiskors, excellent
tecth; had on two sbicts, outside shirt of muslin,
with finely embroidered bosom; undershirg of
linen, with old Engliah letter H worked with red
cotton on the skirt.

The stwd-hoies of the shirt appear torn, as if
thieves in their eagerness to seize thostuds had torn
them out. The very indistinet marks V. S." also
appear on the clothing, The remains have been
buried, and Coroner Pearce, at Ardmore, Montrom-
ery County, is endeavoring to unravel this Centsen-
nial mystery.

Ehe New York Eimes
Published: March 5, 1877
Copyright © The New York Times



AMURDERER WANTED IN PENNSYLVANIA
Special Dispatch to tas New-Yors Tunes,
PHILADELPHIA, June 30.—District Attorney
Gotwallg, of Moutzgomery County, and Datective
Hart, of Norriatown, I’enn., arein Albany, N. Y., to-
day, for tho purnose of having Henry Wahlen, now
conflneulin the Kings County Peunitentiary,pardoned,

g0 that he may be removed to Montgomery and
there anpswer the charge ot incvdering Max Hohen o
at Elm Station, near this oity, during the Cen-
ir antal lasr, year. 1t is now known whal succoss
they bad.
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ARREST OF 4 MURDERER,
PHILADELPHIA, Penn., Aug. 22,—Adolph
Strefolchy, a Russian, who was arrested in this
city on I'riday, is an accomplico of Whalen in

the murder of Max Hoechne, at Elm Station.
The prisoner made a full confession to Detec-
tive Abrams, by whom he was arrested. At No.
531 North Front-street, where he lodged, a coat,
vest, razor-strop, and two handkerchiefs
which belonged to the murdered man were
found, and tho pnir of trousers worn by the
prisoner also belonged to Hoehne. A pawn
ticket found In his pocket called for the ham-
mer with which Hoehne was knocked on the

head.
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THE CENTENNIAL MURDER.

PERSONATING THE TICTIMM.
SAD FATE OF A YOUNG GERMAN—BRAD COM-
PANY AND VAQABONDAGE AT LAST—
MURDERED BY HIS COMPANIONS, AND
MONLEY OBTAINED FROM HIS FATHER BY
PERSONATING HIM—THE TRIAL OF THE
ALLECED MURDERER TO BEGIN TO-DAY.

Special Dispateh to the New-York Times,

NoRRISTOWN, Penn., Sept. 9.—One of the
most celebrated murder trials which has taken
place in the country for a long time will com-
mence here to-morrow, when Heinrich Wahlen,
a German, will be arraigned, charged with tho
murder of Max Hoehne, another German, on or
ehout the 17th of October last, at Elm Station,
on the Pennsylvania Railroad, within a stone's
throw of the celebrated Granger Iincampment
of the Centennial. This is familinrly known as
the Centennial murder, and was the only case
of great mystery in which life was lost during
the progress of the great Exhibition. Although
the crime was committed in October, it was not
discovered until tho following February, when
a couple of boys from Philadelphia were walk-
ing on the railroad track, and discovered a
man's hand sticking up through o pile of rub-
bish. They examined the heap and found the
dead body of a man, but becams so frightened
that they hurried to the city, and did not reveal
what they saw for threo or four days afterward.
The body proved to be that of Max Hoehne, o
son of a restaurant-keeper in Berlin, Ger-
many, who had come here to seek hig
fortune, fallen into bad company, and was
murdered, as was afterward ascertained,
by Wahlen, so that the latter could personate
the dead man and send letters home to the
father, and thus obtain monoy. It was through
these letters that the alleged murderer was
found. According to tho tale of ono Adolf
Strepoleky, who was an accomplice in the crime,
Hoehne, Wahlen, and. himself were wandering
around the country, and, of course, drifted from
New-York to Philadelphia, where the Exhibi-
tion was in progress. On the night of the 17th
of October they sat down in a gulch in the rear
of the Grangers’ Encampment, not having
any other place to spend the night., Hoehne
fell asleep, and, it is said, was struck
on the head and killed by Wahlen.
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His two companions then divested him of part
of his clothing, buriecd the bedy in a heap of
rubbish, covered it with leaves, and left the
place. Strepoleky’s share of the spoils wasa pair
of puntaloons, which he had on when arrested.
Wahlen then went to New-York, where he re-
mained for some time, getting a trunk of
Hoehne's out of pawn, appropriating the cloth-
ing of his victin and the effects of the box.
Then he wrote o pitiful letter to Hoehne's father
for money, and soon a draft camo.  As a natural
consequence he overdid the thing, and sent too
many letters, which aroused the suspicionsof the
parents of the dead man, who sent word to tho
German Consul at Philadelphia to look after
their son. In the meantime a paragraph from
the Philadelphia Germuan Democrat, giving an
account of the murder and a description of tho
dead man, was copied into a Berlin paper, and
the father of Hoehne saw it. The horrible
truth flashed across his mind that his son was
dead and some impostor was personating him.
He immediately forwarded ail the desired in-
formation to America, and Wahlen was found
in the Kings County Penitentiury, committed
under the name of Max Hoehne, charged with
burglary in Williamsburg, serving outasentence
of six months. When confronted by tho detec-
tives, he had the effrontery to insist that he was
Max Hoehne, but afterward admitted that he
was Wahlen, alias Keller, Gov. Robinson, of
New-York, pardoned him, and on the 2d of Au-
(fust the murderer arrived at the Norristown
Jail, where ho has been confined since, and the
great mystery of the Centennial year promises
soon to be cleared up.

Wahlen is an adventurer, and a dangerous
man. He is polished in manners, very intelli-
gent and ready-witted, as is shown by his
schenie to personate Hoehne, and it is sai({ that
he actuelly believes he will be able to clear
himself of this foul charge, and show that
Strepoleky committed the murder. Since
his  imprisonment here his health has
apparently failed, although he keeps up
good spirits. A few weeks ago it was thought
that he intended to pursue a systematic plan of
starving himself, ho refusing all food for six
davs, and taking only a bowl of tea morning
and night. Under this method he reduced him-
self in flesh and obtained admission to the
prison hospital. He denies that he tried to
starve, and says that he was gick. While in
prison hisconduct has been excellent, never hav-
ing given any trouble until Thursday last, when
he was taken before the Grand Jury., Then he re-
fused to walk to the Court-house as fast as was
desired, saying that he was sick and intended
to take his own time. At thet time T. Warren
O'Neil, his counsel, made application to have
the panel of juvors quashed, and prescnted
most remarkable reasons. Tho causes assigned
were that the Jury (‘fommissioner, named Hurt,
who had charge of the drawingof the juries,
both Grand and Petit, had been appointed a
special detective to aid in working up the case,
and that $1,400 reward had been offered
for the arrest and conviction of the
murderer., Hart did a good portion of the
work, in connection with Detectfve Abrams,
and will come in for a share of the blood-oney.
Therefore the counsel for the prisoner, knowing
that Hart was interested pecuniarly in securing
the conviction of thieman, objected. Judgo
Ross decided that there had been no fraud, and
allowed a true bill to be found. Had the panel
of jurors been gquaghed, the result would have
entailed an expense®f $90,000 upon tho coun-
ty, and no jury trials could have taken place
for six months, thus blocking the business of
the courts. If Wahlen is found guilty the case
will be carried to the Supreme Court
on & writ of error, which, under
the peculiar law of this Commonwealth, will lie
over for a year, and then will come the numer-
ous appeals to the Board of Pardons, another
seemingly useless body, instead of ullowing tho
Governor to exercise his discretion in the mat.
ter. The detectives are grasping for a reward
of $1,400, and as there aro several parties con-
cerned in the capture of the prisoner, thero is
likely to be a fight over it. One of the princi-
pal reasons for pushing the case so hard and
soon is to allow of the distribution of this re-
ward.



A MURDERER'S SUICIDE,

THEMURDER NEAR THE CENTENNIAL GROUNDS
AT PHILADELPHIA—STRANGE SUICIDE OF
THE CONVICTLED MURDERER—STORY OF

THE CRIME. ' .
Spcclal Dispaich to the New-York Times.

NorrI1sSTOWN, Penn., Feb. 23.—Heinrich
Wahlen, under sentence of death for the mur-
der of Max Hugo Hoehne, at Iilm Station, near
the - Centennial Grounds, in October, 1876,
conmmitted suicide in the jail at this place this
evening. His sclf-murder was of themost brutal
character, and closely resembled the method it is
alleged heemployed to deprive Hoehne of his life,
The prison authorities, apprehending that
Wallen would kill himself, placed a watchman

over him at night, leaving him unguarded dur-
ing the day, save the same attention given o
other prisoners. Ho seemed cheerful all day,

and about 5 o'clock received his supper. Ho

took this through the cell door, and no further
attention was given him at the time. At 6:15

o’clock the night watechman went to Wahlen’s

cell and found the door securely locked from .
the inside. It was pried open, and Wahlen was

found suspended by the neck and dead.

He had taken the clothes from his bed, tied

one end to the iron grating in the window, and

the other end about his neck, and hangad him-

self. To add to his horrible self-murder, the

man had torn off the top of the heater and bhat-

tered in his head with the picce of iron. His

skull was fracturved and the hrains were oozing

out. The heater top was found on the floor

covered with Dblood and hair, and the chair had

been kicked over,

The man was cut down, and life was found to be
extinet, though it was evident the man had
been dead but & short time. Wahlen left three
statements concerning the erime with which he
wag charged, in English, in German, andin
I'rench. In the IEnglish statement he strongly
protested his innocence, and calletl on God to
curse those who hadanything to do with his pros-
ecution and conviction, He also left another
statement, or rather a letter to his counsel,
@. Warren O'Neill, which was private in its
character. .

Heinrich Wahlen, the convieted murderer of
Max Hoehne, became acquainted with his vie-
tim at the Jewish restaurant in the Centennial
grounds in the latter part of the Swunmer of
1876. Hoehne had had some difliculty with
his father in Berlin, and came to this country
with a good wardrobe and some money. When
the money ran out he engaged a8 a waiter in a
restaurant, but the wages were not sufficient to
allow him to live as he liked, and he was
in the habit of writing home from
whence he obtained . remittances. Wahlen
knew this, and in conjunction with
a man named Strobolsky enticed Ioehne to the
(Granger’s Hotel, at Elm station,three miles from
the Centennial grounds. After staying there a
day or two, the three went out into the woods,
where Hoehne was murdered with a hammenr.
Wahlen’s acecomplice on the trial acknowledged
this much. The murder was not discovered un-
til in February, 1877, and then the body was
so decomposed that it was almost unrecognizable.
Thero was a shirt on it, howaever, marked
with an ¢ H,” and this finally led to the identi-
fication of the murdered man. Wahlen then
went to New-York, carrying with him Hoehne's
trunk, in which was some jewelry in addition to
the clothinzg. He pawned both, and after run-
ning out of money, attempted to commit a bur-
glary in Williamsburg, and was arrested and
sent to Drooklyn Jail under the name of Max
Hoehne. While there he wrote letters to
Hoehne's father, imitating the son’s handwrit-
ing, asking for money. The father became sus-
picious, and Dr. Morwitz,of the German Democrat
heve, was written by the father,who also sent to
Brooklyn, and the bogus son and the murderer
wad discovered. He was brought to Norristown,
and tried and convicted Sept. 25, 1877. He
applied for a new trial, but it was refused, and
he was then sentenced to be hanged. The case
was appealed to the Supreme Court, which is
the next mode of proecedure here, where it lays
for a year, uniess taken up sooner. A short
time ago the case was called up, and the decision
of the Judges reserved in the matter. Stro-
bolsky, the accomplice in the murder, is at pres-
ent confined in the jzil here.
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