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BOROUGH FATHERS 

Council and borough officers pause to pose. At table in foreground: (clockwise) Dr. 
Richard T. Smith at the left, Douglas C. Miner, Howard F. Cotter, Jr., Joseph F . 
Tripician, Leonard A. Drake and Nathan McClure Back row, left to right: George B. 
Suplee, Supt. Public Works; Sterling M. Chain, Burgess; Robert M. Cameron, Presi
dent of Council (resigned January I , 1954) Henry A. Frye, Boroug,h Solicitor; John 
A. Mowrer, Borough Treasurer, and Richard L. Miller, Tax Collector. 
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Foreword 
Again we present for your information the annual 

report of borough activities for our town of Narberth. 

Most of us do not work in the borough, but we play 
here, sleep here, spend our leisure hours in this little 
square mile a few minutes from the center of the nation's 
third largest city. We want our home town to be run 
in such a way that it contributes to our comfort, is safe 
for our children and easy on our purse. 

That's the way the men who have been elected or 
appointed to conduct borough affairs have constantly 
tried to run it. 

By intensive superv1s1011, by close observance of 
budgets and by mechanizing to reduce labor costs, it has 
been possible to maintain the same tax rate for several 
successive years. Also, in the face of steadily rising 
costs, we have been ab le to make some modest capital 
expenditures, maintain the necessary community services 
and pay our employees wages comparable to those in 
surrounding areas, plus an increasing number of fringe 
benefits . 

Problems face the Borough on matters of traffic, 
zoning, garbage and sewage disposal which must be 
solved in the months ahead . Your continued cooperative 
attitude is sought, in order that we may work them out 
on the only fair basis of the greatest good to the most 
people. 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Narberth 
March, 1954 



WHERE YOUR 

• t 
TAX DOLLAR WENT 

• 

21,6 cents out of each borough 
tax dollar went to pay for 
collection of trash, ashes, etc. 

20.5 cents was needed to pay 
police for protection of lives 
and property. 

12,3 cents was for fire protection. 
(Cost of new equipment not 
charged to this. ) 

10.3 cents was spent for street re
pairs and cleaning . 

8,2 cents represented cost of 
maintaining a borough office 
and collecting taxes. 

7.9 cents for recreation-com
munity building and play
ground. 

7.3 cents was required t o light 
our streets. 

4.9 cents of each tax dollar was 
needed to pay interest and 
principal on bonded indebt
edness. 

3,7 cents was to safeguard h ealth ; 
milk inspection, garbage col
lection, etc. 

3.3 cents went to the Library to 
help pay for its opera tion 
and upkeep. 

The average t axpayer paid approximately $71.00 last year for local govern
ment expenses, not including schools. This is about $1.35 per family per 
week, which is less than most fixed expenses, such as utilities. 



A Three-way Split 

(These figures can
not tell the ivhole 
story; if you want 
more dat(( on bor
ough finances, you 
may inquire at the 
borough office. The 
annual report, care
fully audited, is 
available for in
spection. ) 

------For operation and 
maintenance of 
public school syste1n 

$173,000 (59%) 

+---For borough services 
$113,000 (38%) 

-----For county needs 
$8,000 (3%) 

BUILDING COMMITTEE- ZONING 

Shall we enlarge the commercial part of Narberth? That 
question is going to be hefore Council and the citizens in coming 
months. 

The Planning Commission last year after due deliberation 
recommended that in two areas the commercial zone should be 
extended. There are two schools of thought- one, that this should 
be kept strictly as a residence town with a minimum commercial 
zone. the other that good commercial building is better than anti
quated or dilapidated residential areas . 

Nearly all are agreed that there should be a "buffer zone" of 
restricted commercial, such as doctors' or dentists' offices, etc., be
tween C and R zones to protect the value of residential property. 
Windsor Ave. at Forrest was re-zoned that way, and more of Wind
sor is being considered for such "buffer" zoning, termed C1. 

Citizens should familiarize themselves with the exact recom
mendations and be ready to voice their opinion when the oppor
tunity is given, as it will be before any radical changes are made. 

R2 zoning was liberalized last year to permit large homes to 
be split into two apartments, provided they met certain require
ments. Only a few projects have resulted, although more are ex
pected if and when building costs decline. 

Building permit regulations and fees were reviewed early in 
1953 and brought up to date, which incidentally increased borough 
mcome. 



"Roto-Pac" refuse loader which Narberth borough workers will use to 
collect trash and ashes. 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

This year's resurfacing program has virtually completed every 
street in the Borough. Only one or two short sections remain to be 
resurfaced. Thereafter, careful inspection will be maintained on 
street conditions, until the cycle of periodical resurfacing must be 
again resumed. No major expenditures are contemplated this year. 

During the year, Haverford Avenue was widened at the point 
where it intersects with Essex; this has proven to be a very desirable 
improvement, and the work was performed in an economical manner. 

Recognizing the continuing spiral in wage payments, the De
partment has been actively studying mechanization of present 
labor processes. On its recommendation, Council authorized the 
purchase of a compaction truck and a small street sweeper, on the 
economic grounds that the labor saved will permit amortization of 
the equipment cost within a very short time. Trash collection will 
be handled twice as fast with the new Roto-Pac. This is a special 
body fastened to a borough truck. It has a mechanism to "chew up" 
waste material as collected and pack it in the truck tightly. 



The matter of sewer rentals is under study. For many years 
past, the Borough has dumped its sewage into the Lower Merion 
Township system, which in turn turned it into the City sewage 
system; under this arrangement, the Borough of Narberth paid a 
nominal sum for the privilege of thus disposing of its sewage. The 
City of Philadelphia is now constructing a large sewage disposal 
plant; upon its completion Lower Merion Township (and, through 
it, the Borough of Narberth) will be compelled to bear a prorata 
share of the cost of this plant, based on volume of sewage flowing 
from these sewer lines in relation to the total. Council has in mind 
the possibility that upon completion of the Philadelphia sewage 
disposal plant, the citizens of Narberth will have to pay some charge 
for the utilization of this plant. It is not anticipated that the charge 
will be extravagant, and Council will of course negotiate for the 
best terms obtainable. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Narberth police had a busy year, but traffic, not cnme, was 
the problem. 

No burglaries were reported . Seven larceny cases were re
corded, as against 11 in 1952, and in only 2 instances were cars 
stolen in the Borough. That makes Narberth sound like a good 
place in which to live, as it is. 

Of course, traffic is constantly increasing, bringing further 
parking and other problems. Accidents were less by 4 last year- 31 
as against 35 the preceding year. Property damage was almost 
the same each year. There were 8 injuries as against 7. Parking 
violations dropped from 165 to 145, an average of about three a week. 

Meter violations stepped up, from 212 in 1952 to 370 in 1953 . 
Just keeping a record of all this meant a lot of paper work for 
Sergeant Bailey. 

New 750-~allon triple combination fire truck purchased to replace 25-
year-old pumper. 



Action photo during summer night league game. 
At the right, "Wilt the Stilt" Chamberlain leading 
scorer in Phila. High School League last winter. 
Note crowds in stands. 

Local sports enthusiasts from 7 to 70 turned out to 
see top-flight basketball. These games helped keep 
youngsters off street corners. 

Girls' team plays Vare Recreation 
Center, losing by a narrow margin. 

Three of the many Main Line 
basketball stars who played on 
Narberth's court last summer. 



The giant swing 
always pulls 'em 
off their feet. Note 
new soft maca
dam to run on
no mud, mom! 

Table tennis 
finalists fight it 
out as summer 
season ends. 

"Choosin' up 
sides" at a usual 
morning game on 
the big diamond, 
Harold Coblentz 
supervising. 

Off-the-street haven for "small fry" 



During 1953 the Narberth Fire Company answered 72 alarms, 
of which 19 were in the Borough and 53 in the fire district alloted 
to our company in the township. Remarkably low was the amount 
of fire damage in the borough- $1,075 10 one year. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Garbage collection, long a problem as to disposal, regularity of 
service and cost, became further complicated during 1953 . We had 
a contract with a hog farm and were satisfied until Pennsylvania 
joined the ranks of 42 other states in legislatii1g that all garbage fed 
to hogs must be cooked first. This law was deemed necessary to 
eradicate numerous serious epidemic diseases which are increasing 
rapidly in this important source of food. 

The cooking of garbage requires special equipment which in
creases the cost of this service. The new law permits the re-negotia
tion of the garbage collection contract and numerous discussions 
have been held with our collector and agreements reached which 
are being gradually placed into effect. With this careful planning, 
there will be no interruption in this important service. The Health 
and Welfare Committee requests residents to refrain from placing 
refuse such as bags, paper, bottles, cans or any other form of rubbish 
with this animal food . Failure to comply with this request may 
interrupt your regular collection. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Nature takes its toll of man-made materials exposed to weather, 
as every house owner well knows. Paint for protection as well as 
for good looks had to be applied to several Borough properties last 
year: The garage, athletic field house, score board, basketball 
grandstand and Legion room . This coming year the wire fences 
are to be scraped and painted . 

The Community Building had to have a new oil burner and 
circulating pump, the field house a water heater, the garage a new 
roof. 

Playground equipment not only has to withstand weather but 
the attack of active youngsters as well. Each year a sizable item 
has to be included in the budget for upkeep of play space and 
material. 

Just completed as spring comes is the trimming around the 
community building, where trees and shrubs had grown uncontrolled 
for several years. 



VITAL STATISTICS 

Did you read the vital statistics about Narberth, as published 
by local papers from a U. S. census report 's figures recently? If you 
did, you learned that the median income (average, to you) of N ar
berth families was $4,532 in 1950. Government findings showed 
that out of 1,925 families in this community-

105 made less than $1,000. 
155 " between 1,000. and $2,000. 
155 2,000. and 3,000. 
285 3,000. and 4,000. 
315 4,000. and 5,000. 
360 5,000. and 7,000. 
255 7,000. and 10,000. 
110 " over 10,000. and 
185 did not report income. 

This was a high er average income than that in any other borough 
in Eastern Pennsylvania. Higher, too, was th e education record. 
An average of 12.5 school years was recorded for our citizens. 

Of the 3,690 persons over 25 years old, 825 had completed 4 
yea rs of college and 465 more had from 1 to 3 college yea rs . 

There are more women than men in Narberth, 2,943 against 
2,464. 

Of the foreign born population, the Irish ranked first in 
Narberth, 145 of our citizens having first seen the light of day in 
the Emerald Isle . Italy was next with 102. 

Narberth appears to be a healthy place, where folks live to 
ripe old ages. There were 413 men and 615 women over 60, the 
Census reported. Why women live longer than men, 1s a never
ending argument. 

NEW FACES IN COUNCIL 

The year 1953 marked the resignation of Robert M. Cameron, 
Councilman for 10 years and President of Council for 4 years. H e 
resigned because of moving to Chester County, and was officially 
lauded for long and faithful service. 

Joseph P . Tripician was named President to succeed him. Mr . 
Tripician, who is Assistant Secretary of the Penna. R.R. was recent
ly made President of the Montgomery County Boroughs Association. 

Harry L. Pulch was appointed to Council to fill Mr. Cameron's 
unexpired term of two years. 



SUMMER PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES 

If you happened to pass by the Community Grounds last 
summer you might have wondered why so many children were on 
t he playground doing group projects . The answer, of course, is th at 
it was planned that way, by the Recrea tion Board which is charged 
with use and management of those grounds . 

Three supervisors look after th e playground and keep hundreds 
of boys and girls busy during the offi cial playground season, from 
Jun e 22 to August 29 last year. 

Balloon blowing contest was one of the features of Watermelon Day which 
wound up organized activities at the Community Grounds. 

Harold Coblentz was in charge of daytime activities. Mrs. 
Mabel Hunsicker was in charge of arts and crafts, and Norman 
Butz headed the night program, primarily basketball. 

Over 200 children took part each day in morning and afternoon 
activities. It was a dry summer- only one day of rain heavy enough 
to close the playground . No serious injuries all summer- just the 
usual number of minor cuts and bruises, treated by the supervisors. 

Organized activities included ping pong (2 tables), horse
shoes, checkers, badminton, basketball, volleyball, stickball and 
croquet. And of course, baseball, for boys 10 to 13 . Narberth 
boys were picked first when they chose up sides, and then "fur-



riners" from outside Borough limits were given a chance to even 
up the sides. 

Three outside games were played with Penn Wynne Recreation 
Centre, our team winning t wo of them. Softball was also played, 
with no age limit. 

On Wednesday and Friday afternoons the Junior High Basket
ball League played. Thursday was for girls ' basketball, a regula r 
team being organized. On Friday night they played Senior High 
basketball, six teams, two 
from Narberth, one of which 
won the championship. 

Then there were tennis 
tournaments, and competitive 
events at the season' s end, 
with prizes for all winners. 

While all this was going 
on in the open, Mrs. Hun
sicker's craft class was at
tracting scores of youngsters 
who put up their own penni es 
and nickels for material from 

Horseshoe tournament in the shade 
alongside Community Building. 

whi ch jewel ry, basket work and beads were made. Between 3 5 
and 80 attended each day, and paid in $150 for raw m at erials to 
make pocketbooks, belts, baskets an d a wide variety of craft items 
- 36 proj ects from which to choose. 

The playground activities wound up in a day of excitement 
on August 27th, known as Watermelon D ay. Some 300 youngsteFs 
were served watermelon after a series of competitive events were 
held for the various age groups. The week preceding was devoted 
to tourn aments in each sport, including tennis, ping pong, horse
shoes, checkers and quoits. 

Athletic equipment is kept from year to year and represents a 
considerable inventory, as the parents of healthy youngsters realize. 
Supervised play has proved itself in many ways in our Borough, 
particularly in this age of juvenile problems. 

All of this program and equipment to keep hundreds of our 
y oungsters safely active each week costs t he Borough $1,500 a 
year, plus $1,000 which the School Board contributes. 



Borough By-Lines 
1953 Events that Warrant Recording 

Special Award was received again from National Safety Council 
for three years without a fatal accident in Narberth. Certificate is 
on display at Borough Hall. 

All Borough employees were put on Social Security during 
the year. That took some legislating and financing, since there was 
a supplemental Pension Fund which had to be preserved; but 
Solicitor Frye worked it out. 

Recreation Board has promised to work with the police to 
regulate parking on basketball nights at and near the Community 
Grounds-the only serious objection raised to the summer evening 
program. 

A new street was opened in Narberth- Country Lane-extend
ing south from Berkley Road near Conway where a new housing de
velopment is under construction. Not much more room for any 
new streets now. 

Haverford Avenue is wider and safer since it was improved 
last spnng. And the cost was $2,178.00 less than had originally 
been estimated . 

Narberth was again awarded a citation for highest Borough 
award for its annual report. This came from the Institute of Local 
Government at Penn State University. Two in a row puts us on 
our mettle. 

Two new members on the Shade Tree Commission, appointed 
in January: Walter B. Dean and Dr. Joseph S. Bartlett. 

T y pical of New England Town Meeting were several meetings 
of Council this past year, when citizens attended to voice their 
opinions on controversial or misunderstood matters. Council 
welcomes such visits, so that residents may see how local govern
ment functions. The North Wynnewood Avenue proposed change 
of name to Gypsy Lane showed a typical division of opinion. After 
careful poll and listening to both sides, Council decided that the 
feeling was so even that no change other than better marking would 
be made at this time. 



Borough 
BURGESS 

Sterling M. Chain 

COUNCIL 
Joseph F. T ripician, President 
Howard Cotter, J r. 
Leonard A. Drake 
Natha n McClure 
Douglas C. Miner 
Har ry L. Pulch 
Dr. Richard T . Smith 

SE CRETARY OF COUNCIL 
Ruth W. Graham 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS 

George B. Suplee 

SOLICITOR 
Henry A. Frye 

TREASURER 
John A. Mowrer, Jr. 

TAX COLLECTOR 
Richard L. Miller 

ASSESSOR 
E. L. Nies 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Robert F. Wood, Chairman 
S. Howard Patterson 
Robert A. Class 

AUDITORS 
Arthur C. Staples 
Elmer D. Hackman 
Chester C. McKibbin 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
B. G. Simpson, Chairman 
C. H. Woolmington, Secretary 
W. Elmer T itus 
T . Noel Butler 
E. Milton Parran 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
Franklin C. Hutchinson, Chairma n 
Ea rl L. Hoffman 
C. Howard Nold 

RECREATION BOARD 
William S. Howard, Chairman 
Mrs. Lulu W. McCartney 
Douglas C. Miner 
Sa muel K. Barclay 
Ralph E. Hoyle 

Directory 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

Vincent Colelli 
Robert E . Baker 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Eugene H. Ogdin, President 
Ralph E. Hoyle, Treasurer 
Mrs. Lulu W. McCartney, Secretary 
Clifford Y. Narrigan 
Mrs. Ingeborg T. Robb 
Paul L. Caulwell 
P . Mark Parthemore, Jr. 
Joseph S. Roddy, Jr., Supervising 

Principal 
Roland Fleer, Solicitor 

FIRE COMPANY DIRECTOR S 
William S. Howard, Presi dent 
Carl B. Metzger, Jr. , Vice-President (Rep re-

senting Penn Valley Civic Association) 
John H. J efferies, Jr. 
Horace T. Smedley 
Richard M. Gillis, Treas urer 
Burns F. Best, Secretary 
Arthur L. Cooke 
Robert J. Hobson 
Leonard A. Drake 
Albert H. Nulty, Chief 
Austin Homer (Represe ntin g Merion Civic 

Association) 
F. A. Fontyn (Representin g Wynnewood 

Civic Association) 
Wiiliam M. Hofstetter 
Edward F. Purring 
Percy D. Teaford 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
George B. Suplee, Chairman 
Walter B. Dean 
Dr. Joseph S. Bartlett 

BOARD OF HEALTH 
W. J ames Drennen, P resident 
Dr. A. G. Denma n, Vice-President 
Joseph S. Roddy, Jr. 
W. Ralph Giles 
Mrs. Jane Miner 
George B. Suplee, Secretary and Health 

Officer 
Dr. George W, Grim, Milk Control Officer 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY T RUSTEES 
Leon Piercey, President 
Miss Fanny H. Loos, Secretary 
Mrs. Eunice Frye 
Mrs. May T. Drew 
Joseph F. Tripician 
Harry L. Pulch 
Rev. Gordon Gilbert 
Miss J ean Staples, Treasurer 
Elliott Morse, Vice-President 
Mrs. Ingeborg T. Robb 
Mrs. Mable Hunsicker 
Earl L. Hoffman 
Mrs. Althea Herald, Librarian 
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