
BOROUGH BUSINESS 

A Report to the Citizens 

1950 

Narberth, Pennsylvania 



BOROUGH DIRECTORY 
BURGESS 

Sterling M. Chain 

COUNCIL 
Robert M. Cameron, President 
Howard Cotter, Jr. 
Leonard A. Drake 
Nathan McClure 
Charles T. Nevins 
Dr. Richard T. Smith 
Joseph F. Tripician 

SECRETARY OF COUNCIL 
Ruth W. Graham 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBUC 
WORKS 

George B. Suplee 

SOLICITOR 
Henry A. Frye 

TREASURER 
John A. Mowrer, Jr. 

TAX COLLECTOR 
Richard L. Miller 

ASSESSOR 
E. L. Nies 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
C. Fred Keubler 
Roben F. Wood 
S. Howard Patterson 

AUDITORS 
Arthur C. Staples 
Elmer D. Hackman 
C. C. Tyson 

PLANNING COMMISSION., 
B. G. Simpson, Chairman 
C. H. Woolmington, Secretary 
W. Elmer Titus 
T. Noel Butler 
DOllgla .~ C. Miner 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
Franklin C. Hutchinson, Chairman 
Earl L. Hoffman 
C. Howard Nold 

RECREATION BOARD 
William S. Howard, Chairman 
Ivlrs. Lulu W. McCartney 
Charles T. Nevins 
Samuel K. Barclay 
Ralph E. Hoyle 

JUSTICES OF mE PEACE 
Vincent Colclli 
Robert E. Baker 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Eugene H. Ogdin, President 
Ralph E. Hoyle, Vice President 
Mrs. Lulu W. McCartney, Secretary 
Clifford Y. Narrigan, Treasurer 
Mrs. Ingeborg T. Robb 
Paul L. Caulwell 
Robert P. Wetherald 
W. James Drennen, Supervising 

Principal 
Roland Fleer, Solicitor 

FIRE COMPANY DIRECTORS 
William S. Howard, President 
John H. Jefferies, Jr. 
John A. Mowrer, Jr. 
Horace T. Smedley 
Richard M. Gillis 
Burns F. Best 
Arthur L. Cooke 
Ernest L. Jenkins 
Robert J. Hobson 
Leonard A. Drake 
Edward F. Purring 
Albert H. Nulty, Chief 

SHADE TRE.E COMMISSION 
Dr. Walter Steckbeck 
Thomas Laughlin 
George B. Suplee 

BOARD OF HEALTH 
W. James Drennen, President 
Dr. A. G. Denman 
Burns F. Best 
W. Ralph Giles 
Mrs. Jane Miner 
George B. Suplee, Secretary & 

Health Officer 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Mrs. Eunice Frye, President 
Miss Fanny H. Loos, Secretary 
Mrs. May T. Drew 
J . F. Tripician 
Rev. Gordon Gilbert 
Miss Jean Staples 
Mrs. May K. Cameron 
Elliott Morse 
Dr. Allan G. Chester 
Leon Piercey 
Mrs. Ingeborg Robb 
Mrs. Hclen Kirkbride, Librarian 



Foreword 

The taxing bodies of Narberth-the Borough Council and the School 
Board-believe it is a part of their job to help keep citizens informed 
about their local government. To that end, the following report has been 
prepared on Borough and School activities during the past year. To keep 
this report brief and, we hope, readable, only the highspots of the year's 
(lctivities and accomplishments have been mentioned. For those who wish 
a fuller account of the organization of the local government and how it 
functions, we refer you to Narberth's 50th Anniversary Report puhlished 
in 1945. 



In the Day's Work 

A review of the Borough government for 1950 which did not 
call attention in passing to the routine activities would present an in
complete picture_ The day-to-day services such as ash and trash collec
tion, garbage collection, maintenance .of streets and sewers and provision 
of street lighting are examples. The borough office was open every week
day and Saturday morning to answer inquiries, handle complaints, etc. 
Police protection was provided 365 days during the year and the Fire 
Company, maintained by your tax dollars and manned by trained volun
teers, responded quickly to alarms of fire, saving thousands of dollars 
of property and life itself in many cases. The Burgess, whose duties in
clude enforcement of ordinances, also is the chief recipient of complaints 
about dogs running at large. To him likewise are referred letters from 
irate citizens who forgot to put nickels in the meters and got red tickets. 
l'vbny problems of real importance to individuals were disposed of by 
the Burgess to the satisfaction of the citizens. 

This sort of thing is all in the day's work. And under the 
guidance of committees of the Borough Council and the administrative 
supervision of the Borough Office, every effort is made to operate bor
ough services on an efficient plane, to adjust complaints quickly and 
equitably, and generally to see that the borough receives a dollar's worth 
of service for every dollar spent. 

A factual account of borough government activities for the 
year follows. 

Public Improvements 

New street lights were installed in the Haverford Avenue 
business section completing the Borough-wide street lighting improve
ment program. Completion .of this program gives Narberth the best street 
lighting of any municipality in the Philadelphia metropolitan area. 

Resurfacing work was carried out on several streets on the 
South Side, namely Elmwood, Grove Place, Essex and Maple Avenues_ 
This was part of the long range program to put and keep all public 
streets in the Borough in first class shape. 

The Field House on the Community Playground was com
pleted early in the year and put into service in the Spring. It provides 
dressing quarters, showers and public toilets for use of teams and indi
viduals using the playground. The house at 102 Conway Avenue, form
erly used as dressing quarters, was torn down as an eyesore and the site 
cleared. 



Several sections of fence at the Community Playground were 
replaced with new fencing. 

A new asphalt tile floor was laid in the Legion Room of the 
Community Building. New floors of a similar type were installed the 
previous year in the Library and scout room of the building, making 
new floodng throughout the entire structure. 

Tennis courts on the Community Playground were resurfaced 
and a new bituminous concrete surface laid on the outdoor basketball 
courts. 

A program of sidewalk and curb repairs was initiated and 
carried out, improving public safety and the appearance of the community. 

Borough Equipment 

A new gasoline storage tank was installed in front of Elm 
Hall. This supply is used by borough trucks, fire apparatus, the police 
car and borough car. 

A new police car was purchased during the year, replacing 
a car with 90,000 miles and heavy maintenance cost. 

A new light truck was purchased which replaces a 14 year 
old vehicle. This is used for ash and trash collections and miscellaneous 
light work. 

A road roller was purchased on a five year plan. The annual 
payment is the same as previously paid for rent of a roller. The life 
of the equipment is estimated at 25 years. 

The Borough office was rearranged to provide more space and 
facilities for persons having business to transact there. 

In the Interest of Safety 

Additional fire hydrants were installed in Narbrook Park 
providing better protection to several homes. 

Following a report from the Fire Chief that several apart· 
ment and rooming houses in the borough constituted serious fire hazards 
because of unprotected basement ceilings, Council, through its Public 
Safety Committee, took steps to correct this condition. Owners of four 
structures have agreed to install fire resistant material on their base
ment ceilings. 

Under the leadership of the Burgess, a Civil Defense Council 
was established. Steps are being taken to coordinate its work closely with 
Lower Merion Township, Montgomery County and Philadelphia. 



Admini.tratively Speaking 

Better controls were developed for the handling of parking 
tickets. The per capita tax situation was studied with a view to collecting 
back taxes due, collecting a greater percentage of current taxes, and pro
viding better machinery for assessing and collecting per capita taxes in 
the future. 

A comprehensive survey was made by local insurance bro
kers at the request of Council on fire and casualty insurance coverages 
carried by the Borough. The more adequate coverage recommended has 
been approved in many cases. 

An informal conference was held by a committee of Council 
with a committee of Lower Merion Township Commissioners for ex
ploration of matters of mutual interest and concern. This was preceded 
by a survey by the NJrberth Council committee of reciprocal services 
and charges therefor. 

A wage increase was granted during the year to per diem 
workers of the Borough labor force to bring the rates into line with 
other municipalities and private industry. A rearrangement of work was 
effected permitting reduction in the force from nine to eight men. 

Payments were completed during the year on parking meters 
which were installed in 1948. The meters have eliminated much un
necessary parking and made greater turnover in the available parking 
spaces, thus aiding both shoppers and business establishments. 

Members of the borough government have attended meetings 
of the Montgomery County Boroughs Association and conferences on 
Local government problems at the Institute of Local and State Govern
ment of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Collision insurance was placed on fire apparatus. 

The Borough has been represented at conferences of muni
cipal officials concerned with the development of a uniform, modern build
ing code for the suburban area. 

The bonded indebtedness was reduced $19,000 during the 
year and now stands at $76,000, less $12,448.41 in sinking funds. 



Financially Speaking 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
1950 

FINANCIAL BUDGET 

TAXES 

Real estate - at 18 mills .. . .. .. .... . . .. . . .. . .... . 

Per capita - at $4 per adult 

Amount 

S 90,000 

12,700 

Total . .. .. .... .... .. .. .. . .. . .. . . .... . . $102,700 

EXPENDITURES - NET 

Fire protection-Salaries, equipment, maintenance, etc. 5 12,000 
Police protection-Salaries, equipment, superVISIOn, 

two·way radio, automobile, etc. . ..... ...... . . . .. 21,800 

Rubbish and trash collection-Wages, equipment, 
maintenance, new truck, incineration, etc. 22,400 

Streets and highways maintenance-Wages, materials, 
roller, paving, etc. ... . . . ... ...... . . . .. . .. 10,700 

Administration- Salaries, tax collector's fee, insnr· 
ance, etc. .. . ... . .... . . . . . .. ... . 

Library, recreation, etc.-Salaries, materials, etc. 

Street lighting . . .. . ..... . . . ... . .. .. ..... . . . . . . 

Board of Health, garbage collection, sewer service, etc. 
Debt interest and principal-On money borrowed for 

streets, highways, building, etc. . . .. . . ..... . .. .. . . 

9,100 

12,400 

9,600 

5,100 

10,400 

Total . .. . . . . ... . .. ..... .. . . . . . .. . . .. .. S113,500 
Revenue from parking meter fees, magistrates fines, 

and other permits and licenses . .. . ....... . . .. . . . . 10,800 

Net $102,700 

Pert:ent 
of Total 

Tax 

87.6 

12.4 

100.00 

11.7 

21.2 

21.8 

10.4 

8.9 

12.1 

9.3 

5. 

10.1 

110.5 

10.5 

100.0 

• Po. 
Average 
Family 

$63.00 

B.OO 

$71.00 

S 7.60 

15.05 

15.48 

7.39 

6.32 

8.60 

6.60 

3.55 

7.87 

$78.46 

7.46 

$71.00 

• An average familY is considered to be one living in a house assessed at $3500 and 
having two adults subject to per capita taxes. 

All figures above are approximate. 

In 1951 Increased wages and higher material costs will require an increase of one m11l 
In the real estate tax. ($3.50 for the average family) . 



PUBLIC EDUCATION 

School Enrollment 

The public schools in the Borough continue to enroll about 
the same number of pupils in the kindergarten to eighth grade, inclu
sive, with a slight increase of 15 pupils for the current year. As of Jan
uary 1, 1951 the enrollment was 404 pupils. Pupils enrolled in grades nine 
to twelve, inclusive, in the Lower Merion Junior and Senior High School 
number 172. The school census lists 215 Narberth pupils attending paro
chial schools and 19 enrolled in private schools. 

School Program 

During the past year the entire educational offering of the 
School was re-evaluated in the light of the new State Course of Study 
contained in Bulletin 233B, by means of a series of in-service faculty 
conferences. Adjustments and changes in the school program are being 
made to meet the needs of the school and the iuggestions made in the 
Bulletin. 

A new moving picture projector was purchased by an active 
P.T.A., giving the school two projectors for use in the audio-visual aids 
program. Approximately 125 films will be used during the current year. 
The slidefilm library is being augmented and now numbers no slidefilms 
which are catalogued in a new metal cabinet. A microphone, for use with 
the projector for amplification purposes, has been purchased for dance 
music, Field Day, etc. 

The school curriculum is supplemented by an expanded school 
journeys program, clubs, which include one half year of Jr. Red Cross 
activity, and pupil guidance, individual and group. 

Other equipment recently acquired includes an electric stove 
for the homemaking department, raincoats and hats for safety patrolmen, 
plaques for awards winners, cabinet, meat slicer and mixer for the cafe
tr.ria. 



Physical Plant 

The plant is in excellent condition and adequately serves the 
needs of the school with the exception of auditorium, shop and st.orage 
spaces. 

The playground was used during the past year by various COID

munity groups for baseball and football. The buildings have · been used 
during out-of-school hours by local basketball teams, Jr. Womens Club, 
Main Line Playhouse, Parent Teachers Association, dancing class, Cub 
Scouts and Civil Defense. 

The equipment of the buildings is under a yearly appraisal 
plan and due to increase replacement values, was recently covered by an 
additional $18,000 in insurance, making a total of $66,000 on equip
ment. Insurance on buildings is held in the amount of $311,000. 

Improvements and additions to the school plant during the 
past year include the following: 

Venetian blinds were installed m the front of the primary 
building, replacing worn out shades. 

The surface of the winter playground was repaired, eliminat
ing puddles and streams during rainy weather. 

Fire doors were installed between the two buildings in accor
dance with recommendations of the insurance inspectors. Fusible fire 
links were also placed in chains t{) ventilating ducts in the primary build
ing. Also following a safety inspection, the ventilating ducts in the attic of 
the primary building were extended to the metal ventilating box in the roof. 

An experiment was tried on the second floor classrooms of 
the primary building, when the walls and ceilings were washed. The ex
isting good paint was scrubbed and rebrightened, resulting in considerable 
monetary saving. 

The Upper School building was completely rewired and new 
concentric ring incandescent fixtures hung in the classrooms and fluores
cent fixtures placed in the dispensary, offices and shop. Classrooms are 
now lighted with 3000 watts instead of 600 watts. The resulting light 
now surpasses the state minimum requirement of 30 foot candles. 



Finances 

The financial report below is based on the estimated receipts 
and expenditures for the current school year, July 1, 1950-June 30, 
1951. The 1950 tax rate increase of 2 mills on real estate and $1.00 per 
capita tax was necessitated largely by the new Upper School wiring and 
lighting, the extension of the ventilating system and the increase in high 
school tuition. The latter increased from $50,358.43 for 1949-1950 to 
approximately $56,500 for the current year. 

Propert)' tax - 25 mills 

Per capita tax - $6.00 

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS 

Total Borough tax for $chool purposes 

State appropriation estimated 

Other recei pts . estimated . . . .. . 

Total : 

BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 

General Control (Administration costs, tax collection, legal 

Amount 

$128,600 

19,000 

$147,600 

18,549 

10,029 

$176,178 

Per Cent 

service, auditing, etc.) $ 13,658 7.8 

Instructional service 

1. Salaries 

2. Tuition 

74,000 

56,500 

42.0 

32.1 

3. Books, supplies, etc. 3,590 2.0 

Auxiliary agencies and coordinate activities (Public Library, 
Recreation, lVledical, Dental and Nursing Service, and other 
coordinate activities) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,950 4.0 

Operation of plant (Janitorial service, utilities, etc.) . . ...... 9,000 .5.1 

Maintenance of plant (Upkeep of buildings and grounds, re. 
pairs and replacements to heating, lighting, etc.) .5,475 3.1 

Fixed Charges (Retirement, insurance, etc.) 

Debt Service (Sinking Fund and Interest) .. . .. . ......... .. . 

Capital outlay (Furniture and other equipment ) 

Totnl: 

3,860 

2.920 

225 

$176,178 

2.0 

1.7 

.2 

100. 



Epilogue 

If we have good local government here in the Borough of 
Narberth, it is due in large measure to the interested citizens who, serv
ing without compensation, give unstintingly of their time, thought and 
energy to help achieve that objective. The knowledge that they are doing 
a necessary community job and doing it to the best of their ability, is 
sufficient compensation. 

Narberth is indeed fortunate in that its citizens constitute 
a reservoir, as it were, of many interests, skills and abilities. The local 
government has drawn on this reservoir in the past and must do so in 
the future if it is to continue to serve the needs of the community in an 
intelligent and progressive manner. 
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