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75 Years Of Mutual Cooperation 

And Good Will 
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in the matter o~_zon~;~ge and drainaged ma1~!hable to the , 

The Io~rhe/Pi:stallation~ are ~~a:e: mutually agreed 
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a.tor an hich pays for their use a . 
········ Borough, w 1 t autonomy m ·-:r· 

:" ---- upon.· - - . . lities maintain comp _e: to absorb the 
'Roth ~un;~~a Township does n~t tt1: rejoin the Town· 

governmen . d the Borough does not w1s ·th the reciprocal 
Borough, an completely happy w-1 

h. Both are . 
s 1P· t which e x1sts, l arrangemen 

LINE CHRONICLE 
Editorial from MAIN June 16, 1966 

The Lower Merion-Narberth accord, as described in the above editorial, 

offers an example of how independent municipalities can work together 

harmoniously for the welfare of their residents. 

On this 75th anniversary of the incorporation of the Borough, 

we extend our greetings to the officials and citizens of Narberth, 

a model town and an exemplary neighbor 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Of Lower Merion Township 
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Borough Residents Form One Big 'Civic Association' 
The Borough of Narberth is a chartered municipality 

governed by a Mayor (until recently called a Burgess) and 
Council which has seven members elected for foureyear 
terms o Both the Mayor and the Councilmen serve without 
payo 

The Council meets in the 
'Borough Building on the second 
Monday of the month at 8 p.m. 
The meetings are open to the 
public. 

The Council makes the laws, 
and it is the duty of the Mayor 
to see that they are enforced. He 
directs the police department. He 
may veto an ordinance passed by 
the Council, but the Council can 
override his veto by two-thirds 
vote. It is doubtful whether any
body can remember when a Mayor 
or Burgess exercised his veto 
power. 

The council appoints a Borough 
Manager who also serves as sec
retary of the Council. While the 
Mayor is the chief executive, the 
Borough Manager is the chief ad
ministrator. He has a full time 
job at the Borough Building and 
an assistant to help in the many 
duties and details involved in his 
work. 

Safe Place To Live 
It is difficult to recall if and 

when the Borough had a major 
crime in modern times. Since the 
first records of the town were 
kept, there have been complaints 
from time to time about unruly 
boys, as in any town. But juvenile 
delinquency is minimal and vio
lence is unheard of. 

The Borough is frequently cited 
for its excellent record of pedes
trian safety. There have been only 
two instances of traffic deaths in 
more than 20 years. Automobile 
accidents are infrequent. 

The five policemen employed 
oy the Borough are sufficient to 
handle traffic and public safety and 
attend to the various complaints 
and suspicions of the townspeople. 
But in emergencies and on special 
occasions, the Borough police can 
count on the cooperation of the 
Lower Merion Township Police 
Department. 

Likewise, the Township de
pends on the excellent Narberth 
Fire Company for assistance at 
fires outside the Borough. In fact, 
Narberth's fire brigade responds 
to two or three times as many 
fire calls outside the Borough 
boundaries as it does within the 
town limits. 

Though the To w n s h i p and: 
Borough are two entirely separate 
municipalities, with different 
forms of government, they work 
together harmoniously, sharing 
municipal services and facilities 
where this is advantageous. Nar
berth is part of the Lower Merion 
school system. 

It is a conservative community, 
on the whole, The size of the town, 
only half a square mile, induces 
intimacy between the citizens and 
their governing officials, an in
timacy that makes for wholesome 
democracy. It also produces a 
community spirit that unites the 
residents in civic endeavors, no 
matter what differences may exist. 

Patriotic Town 
Narberthites speak well of their 

town and you won't hear one of 
them say a disparaging word 
against it. They are respected 
because they are self-respecting 

~ and show respect for others. 
Narberth is a patriotic town. 

You will find more American 
Flags flying in Narberth on na
tional ·. holidays than in any other 
community in the Philadelphia 
suburbs. One in every seven of 
the population wore his country's 
uniform in World War n, and a 
score laid down their lives in that 
conflict, Memorial Day is observed 
with reverence, and Independence 
Day is the occasion for an all-out, 
all-day, old fashioned celebration 
culminating in a fireworks pro
gram that draws upwards of 20,000 
spectators, 

A community that is so 
thoroughly American is sports
minded, naturally. It is also a 
church-going, law-abiding town. 
It has a library that does so well 
with a frugal appropriation that 
many in the surrounding Township 

prefer it to their own lavishly 
financed community libraries. 

Narberth School 
As mentioned before, Narberth 

is part of the Lower Merion School 
District. It has a thoroughly mod
ern elementary school of recent 
construction. But secondary school 
education is provided by schools 
in the Township. 

When you enter the Narberth 
School, you are impressed with 
happy relations of pupils with the 
faculty and administration. Every
body is cheerful and friendly, and 
the atmosphere is most whole
some, The school radiates sun
shine. 

The principal is Philip B, Cap
palonga. Parents, faculty and 
pupils think so much of their prin
cipal that March 21, his birthday, 
has been proclaimed "Phil Cap
palonga Day" by the Mayor of 
Narberth; On his most recent 
birthday earlier this year, more .. 
than 400 turned out at a reception 
for the @ducator, who came as a 
shop instructor 30 years ago and 
became the principal of the school. 
(See illustration elsewhere). 

That's the kind of town Nar
berth is. 

It is a town where nobody 
need go friendless. If a resident 
should suffer hardship, such as a 
domestic financial crisis, there 
is a secret underground group 
that will render needed aid without 
the neighbors knowing and without 
causing embarrassment. 

A volunteer ambulance corps 
was started during the second 
world war which is the envy of 
other communities, Its service 
now covers surrounding com
munities, and its operation is 
made possible by the dedication 
of the volunteers who stand by to 
man the two ambulances in emer
gencies, 

In short, Narberth is a well
governed municipality with all the 
advantages of a small town and 
none of the disadvantages. 

It has one problem. It has no 
vacant land for new construction. 

The official 1970 census figure 
for Narberth has not been revealed 
at this writing. It was 5,109 in 
1960, and the census for 1970 
should not show any substantial 

NARBERTH BOROUGH HALL 
Walter L. Winchell, Architect P. Vitale & Co., Builder 

COMMUNITY BUILDING AND LIBRARY 

NARBERTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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First Burgess Of Narberth 'The Rev. Mr. Hodgkin rays Visit 
To New Town Of Narberth In 1897 

The Rev. Mr. A. H. Hodgkin visited the Borough of Narberth shortly after it was incorporated , 
to write· a piece for a book he published in 1897 about the M(lin Line, its prominent residents and 
fine homes. The following is whai he had to say apout Narberth: 

The Borough of Narberth lutely assured from contamination, 
:lies on an elevation about is furnished in abundance. Gas, 

electricity, well-lighted and maca-
360 feet above tide · leve 1, damized avenues, and two systems 
g1vrng every advantage . of of underground drainage give to 

Pure air and the best he al th _ the residents all the comforts of 
city life. 

conditions. The dwellings are of stone or 
The houses are picturesquely brick, in tasteful architecture, ar

grouped on rolling ground, afford- ranged with a view to convenient 
ing fine and varied landscape ef- and comfortable living, furnished 
fects. Nineteen minutes (seven with all modern improvements. 
miles) from Broad street station, Much attention is given to the 
on the main line of Pennsylvania lawns which surround each house, 
Railroad, it is more centrally and landscape gardening is here a 
located (for convenience of access) fine art. The business enterprise 
than many parts of the city itself. in the development of the town 

Pure spring water from deep insures rapid growth. 
artesian wells of the Spring Garden RESIDENTIAL TOWN 
and Bryn Mawr Companies, abso- Narberth is eminently a place 

of homes which shall be within the 
reach of average businessmen. The 
cost of living is not as great as 
at some suburban stations, yet 
the society is of a refined and 
congenial cast. Provision, trim
ming, and drug stores are cen
trally located. Competent phy
sicians of both schools reside 
here. 

The organization of a borough 
in 1895 at once placed Narberth in 
a position to make and sustain 
substantial improvements, and 
protect the interests of its citizens. 
A Board of Health looks after the 
sanitary conditions. The health of 
the community has become a 
subject of remark. 

Narberth takes special pride in 
-;::============================;;-•her educational facilities. Real-

l«trr:! 75& 
tu.uuU~~ fo, 

]J~eldk{ 

Maurice Apparel 
For Men 

·FORMAL WEAR LEASED 

Stetson H~ts 

Esqui re'Hose 

Levi's 

Arrow Shirts 

Wynnewood Shopping Center 

Wynnewood Ml 9-1616 

izing that this is a matter of 
utmost importance to those wish
ing to find a home, special effort 
is made to l).ave a school second 

. to none. The fine stone school 
house, elegantly appointed and fur
nished with every facility for good 
work, is surrounded by grounds 
picturequely laid out with trees 
and shrubbery. The high grade of 
work done under the direction of 
the local School Board has already 
attracted wide attention. 
EXCELLENT SITE 

Narberth is specially fortunate 
in her surroundings. Much of the 
finest scenery of Montgomery 
County lies within a short distance 
all about, The neighborhood 
abounds in Revolutionary and 
Colonial landmarks. 

Fine macadam roads in all 
directions furnish unparalleled at
tractions for the wheel. Many busi
nessmen ride to and from their 
city offices on their "bikes," gain- · 
ing refreshments after the day's 
labors. In fine, the citizens of 

· Narberth are well satisfied with 
their homes. 

The Narberth Field Club for
merly had their club house at the 
corner of Narberth and Haverford 
Aves., but have since removed to 
their spacious quarters in their 
new home, at the southwest corner 
of Narberth and Windsor Aves., 
their athletic field being at a 
short distance on the south side of 

Extend 

Our Best Wishes 

To The 

Borough Of Narberth 

On It's 75th Anniversary 

RY AN & CHRISTIE 

Stor_age 

Packing 

Member Of Allied Van Lines 

LAS-2300 

Moving 

Shipping 

' L. 
•'.:.ii!P 

A. H. MUELLER was elected the first Burgess (the title is. 
now Mayor) of Ngrberth in Feb., 1895. He was a publisher of rea l 
estate atlases. His home was on the corner of Forrest and Wind
sor Aves., as mentioned . in accompanying article, w.here the 
Medical Bui ldi_ng is now located. 

the railroad. 
The Fire Company is equipped 

with truck and engines, andgives 
assurance of prompt aid in case 
of need. 
POPULATION, 600 

The Narberth public school 
house is valued at $13,000. 

There are about 150 fine houses 
in the borough, and a population of 
about 600. 

Narberth was formerly called 
Elm, but in May, 1892, received 
the ·f)r esept name from a Welsh 
parish in Pembrokeshire. 

Narberth Park was the first 
change in name, but it was after
ward restricted to Narberth. 

HOME OF BURGESS 
A. H. Mueller's pretty resi

dence of stone and shingle on the 
corner of Forest and Windsor 
Aves., with its picturesque dor
mer windows and gables and 
piazza, is surrounded by a green 
hedge. Mr. Mueller purchased it 
in A. D. 1891. He has been the 
Chief Burgess of Narberth. He is 
a native of Philadelphia, and was 
educated in its public schools, and 
is a lithographer and publisher in 
that city. He has always shown 
a deep interest in the development 
of Narberth. 

T. Broom Belfield bought six 
acres of land for his beautiful 
country seat from Edward Price 

in 1884, which had been in his 
family fro m the time of William 
Penn, from whom the title was 
made. 

Mr. Price died about six years 
ago, aged 72. He was born and 
died on the farm. The old Colum
bia Railroad passed through the 
far m, · and crossed one corner of 
the property. 

The Belfield dwelling is on a 
high elevation. There is an artesian 
well and a rain water cistern, 
and gas and electricity light the 
mansion. There is a stone and -
frame stable, There are two acres _ __. 
in lawn, enclosed by an iron fence. 

On the brow of the hill due 
north of Narberth Station, facing 
the valley which extends far to the 
southwest, commanding a fine view 
of the same, is the home of Mr. j 
Edward Forsythe, Its southern 
exposure secures not only a de-~ 
lightful view but enjoys the winter 
sun, as well as the prevailing 
southwestern breezes of the sum-
mer. It is situated at the corner 
of Price and Narberth Aves. 

The ground, comprising three 
acres, was purchased of the Price 
estate, this estate having acquired 
title direct from William Penn. 
The house was built by the present 
owner in 1890, the first story 
being constructed of gray stone 
quarried in the neighborhood; the 
second story is of frame. 

PENN VALLEY 
PRIME MEATS 

DELICATESSEN 

FREEZER ORDERS FILLED 

Free Delivery Service 

I TE94077 I 
919 Montgomery Ave. Narberth 
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A Schoolboy's Treasured Souvenirs Of Narberth High 
Narberth School Principal 

Phil ·Cappalonga received a 
package a couple of years 
ago from a resident of Bra· 
denton ,, Fla. , Paul B. Carter , 
conta1mng mementoes he haa. 
saved when he was a pupil 
at the Narberth School and 
later the Narberth High 
School between 1898 and 
190Y. 

Yes, there was a Narberth 
High School, Paul was one of 
the four who were graduated in 
the first commencement in 1909. 
His name and those of the other 
three graduates are listed in the 
dance program for the class prom 
which was held on the evening of 
June 25, 1909. 

The little program, printed in 
gold, with a microscopic pencil 
dangling from a green silk, tas
selled cord, has been cherished 
all these years by Mr. Carter. 
The dances were two-step, then 
waltz, Two step, Waltz, Paul Jones,. 
Barn dance, Two step. Waftz, And 
so on. 

That night in the Assembly 
Hall of the Narberth School must 
have been a happy one for Paul 
Carter and the othe-r three grad-
uates -- Ruth Hudnut, Elizabeth 
Bucher Coxe and Frank Everett 
Hudnut. 
WHEN PAUL WAS SICK 

Paul Carter was home in bed 
with an illness in March, 1907. 
He received a letter from his 
principal, Gerald Gordon, writ"'. 
ten in a fine, Spencerian hand, 
which began as follows: 

"My dear Carter: I regret 
to hear of your illness and hope 
1:o see you on Monday. 

NARBERTH SCHOOL PUPILS and teachers photographed in 
1906. Arrow indicates Paul Carter, among whose . souvenirs is 
this class group. Most have been identified, and their names, 
from the left, are as follows: TOP ROW -- Martha Lindsey, Maude 
Wipf, Gerald Gordon (Principal), Linda Jacoby, Ruth Hudnut, 
Paul Carter, May Light, Frank Hudnut, t.iay Hackett. MIDDLE 
ROW •· Alan Kirk, Berth.a Chadwick, Nellie Jones, unidentified, 

"Under separate cover, I am 
mailing to you your spelling-blank. ministers on the program, deliv-

" We have held up the test on ered the CommencementoOration. 
the 4th book of Caesar pending It was a lengthy program. Paul 
your return. Carter's theme was, "Develop-

ment and Decadence of the -Eng
" For Monday -- Geometry, lish Drama". 

Props 68 , -~9, 70 , 71 , 7~, 73, The class motto was, "Ad As
som,: of :Which are ver; simple, tra Per Aspera". The class colors 

. Enghsh -- Antony s speec}! were green and gold~ The lowly 
entire -- not notes or other mat- buttercup was the cla fl er ter ss ow • 

•« • Class pictures, photos of ath-
Fonov.:ing. is a solution ~! letic events are among the mem

No. 63, which you could not do.. entoes. One of these groups, tha 
. Then follows. a neatly p~nned Narberth grade school class for 

hstmg of_ ~tep~ m the solution of the year 1906 in which Pa l' 
a proposition m geometry, com- . - ' _ . u s 
plete with diagram, pi~ture appears, is reproduced on. 

That's the kind of teachers this page, 
they had in days of yore. In ~ddition to the many school• 

Another note from Principal ,ouvemrs are mementoes of the 
Gordon dated July 22 1909 reads Naroerth YMCA, also programs of 
as follo'ws: ' ' ·amateur plays and patriotic cel

"Dear Mr, Carter: I am send
ing you herewith a special copy 
(stitched in silk) of our recent 
Commencement Program, upon 
which you appeared so conspic
uously under the banner of the 
new education, that you may have· 
it as a souvenir of that memor
able occasion," 

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 

ebrations. 
CLASS OF ONE 

Paul Carter came to the Nar
berth School from Ardmore in 
1898, He started in the second 
grade. 

Mrs. Jones, Rev._ Philip L. Jones (president of Schoof Board), 
unidentified; Esther Haws, Miss DuBois (teacher), William Simp
son, a teacher (head showing), Guldah Bolick. FRONT ROW .. 
Elizabeth Coxe, Florence Jacoby, Alice Greene, Mildred Justice, 
Ethel Ridge, Ruth Prescott. RECLINING -- Roy Ridge, Herbert 
Cowan. · 

The program of the first com
mencement of the Narberth High 
School opened with the overture 
from Tannhauser. The orchestra 
p 1 a ye d Poet and Pe;i.sant. The 
Misses Ruth Prescott and Eleanor 
Carter offered a duet, "Fly Away, 
Birdling". The chorus sang, "The 
Oars Are Plashing Slightly". The 
Rev. John M. Wilbur, one of three 

The high school from which 
he was graduated was started in 
the Narberth School in 19070 The 
smallest class ever graduated was 
that of 1918, Only one pupil was 
graduated that year. In 1922, how
ever, 18 received diplomas. 

In that year, it was proposed 
to build a separate high school 
because of overcrowding, A bond 
issue was put to the voters and 
they turned it down. The only thing 
left to do was to send Narberth 
high school pupils to Lower Mer
ion, 

Weber's is happy t;o be lncat,ed 

-· 
----ENGRAVED lNVITATION to Narberth High School's first 

commencement exercis_es. 

in a great little wwn 

such as Narberth -- a town 

which has been good w us. 

1236 Montgomery Ave. Narberth 
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. wvering History From Welsh Settlement To 1895 Charter 

The Price Plantation, Site Of The Borough Of Narberth 
By Carden F. Warner, MD. 

Published In 1905 
In 1682 the site that Narberth now occupies was pur

chased from William Penn by Edward Reese (Price) for 
three poonds, 20 shillings and 60 pence. This plot con
sisted of 156¼ acres, to which was added in 1701 205¼ 
acres more. 

The history of this branch of the 
Price family seems to have been 
given but little prominence in for
mer works on local history. Not
withstanding this fact, they were of 
the very first to advocate the 
establishment of the Welsh Barony; 
they were most active in perfecting 
the plans for migration, being 
among the very first to land and 
take up their homes in · the new 
world (Edward Price being one 
of the first three Welshmen to 
enter Pennsylvania); andallduring 
the Barony's existence they were 
one of the most influential and 
respected families . 

site of the original homestead 
contradicts previous writers, but 
the writer has excellent proof as 
to the accuracy of his statement 
and is glad to be able to make . 
this correction, Quite a few re
cently examined papers substant
iate the claims and the diary of a 
descendant of the Price family, 
who spent much of his time at the 
Price plantation, proves it beyond 
question. 

Edward ap Ree·se (Price), the 
head of the Price family in the 
Barony, was born in 1646 in Wales. 
Being an enthusiastic supporter 
of the baronial movement, he sail
ed for the new world immediately 

. following th~ purchase of the land 
from Penn. 

From observations of this man, 
Mr. Sharpless, and from his close 
study into the families' history in 
America we learn, in reference to 
the homestead, that having been 
built in 1690, it stood in excellent 
condition, at the site above men
tio_ned, until 1770 when, because of 
its small size, it was abandoned 
and a larger structure built im
mediately east of it. The impres
sion is given in some of his notes 
that the original home of this new 
structure adjoined, the east wall 
of the old house being a portion 
of the west wall of the new. 

PRICE HOME, BUil TIN 1803 •• This fine early American home on Montgomery Ave., Nar
berth, now occupied by the Hamper Shop of Lankenau Hospital, is a fine example of that 
period. All the major rooms h<1ve fireplaces. Note the horse mounting block in front, for the 
use of fat men, ladies and elderly riders. -- Photo by Elisabeth Kimbell . 

He arrived in Philadelphia Aug, 
18, 1682, with his wife, Mary, and 
son, Reese, and a daughter, who 
died shortly after their arrival. 
His tract of 156-1/4 acres was 
surveyed for him in the locality 
now occupied by the Belmont Race 
Course, the General Wayne Inn, 
the Merion Meeting House and a 
large portion of the Borough of 
Narberth. 

To this he added by purchase 
in 1701 205-1/4 acres, his estate 
thus comprising all of Narberth and 
,the greater part of Wynnewood. It 
joined the Jones estate here and 
ran south on Lancaster Ave. for 
considerable distance. It also in
cluded much of the land north of 
the present Montgomery Ave. It 
was not long after his arrival 
that the site was largely cleared 
and its fertile soil y i e 1 de d 
enormous crops. 

First House, 1670 
In 1690 he erected his house, a 

small stone dwelling a story and a 
half high, and though as compared 
with modern dwellings it would 
seem small and 11heerless, it was 
in those pioneer days a structure 
demanding respect, giving in
numerable comforts with its 
superior shelter and remaining 
for not a few years an enviable 
homestead. 

This house stoodforalmostone 
hundred years in what is now the 
center of our borough. Using the 
avenues to locate it, it can be 
said to have stood on the south 
east corner of Forest and Windsor 
Aves. or upon the site ofthat Mr. 
A. H. Mueller's home now occu
pies. (The Price office building 
now occupies the site. -- Editor). 

Naming this location as the 

Heating 

Bath Room 

Remodeling 

It is, however, definitelyknown 
that the original house was not 
immediately destroyed for it was 
not until 1840 that its cornerstone, 
a large brick bearing the date of 
1690, was removed from its walls 
and · set in the wall of a new 
kitchen which was, in that year, 
added to the "1770 house." 

1770House 
This new or "1770 house"~ as 

we may call it, has not been so 
long torn down, but that it is well 
remembered by many -people in the 
vicinity, 

For 118 years it stood a prom
inent farm house, one of the few 
in the township to which age had 
given dignity. Standing several 
hundred feet back from the old 
Haverford and Merion Rd,, and but 
a short distance further from the · 
railroad, it was . a conspicuous 
dwelling to passers-by, especially 
in the later years when it was 
annually whitewashed from top to 

bottom. 
It was a massive structure, a 

source of great pride to its first 
owriers, sand Mary Price, It 
was;eo~. ,ntirely of stone, 
plain and fQTm ~ranee but 
with large and t!ornf6Flle'l~ rooms 
and halls. Several tie"alir;spacious 
chimneys with their giant fire
places added their. cheery comfort, 
and a long, slanting roof covered 
its two and a half storeys and 
reached far out beyond the walls, 

The front door was also a cur
ious selection of its builder. This 
thick structure was modeled after 
the still common barn door, having 
been divided in half from side to 
side and remaining almost entirely 
throughout the days of the summer 
months, open above and closed be
neath, 

The rest of the farm also had 
its interesting features; the large 
stone barn stood on the hill just 
in the rear of the house, the home 
of Mr. F. H. Harjes occupied 
practically its immediate site. 
From this barn ran to the meadows 
row west of Dudley Ave. and south . 
of the railroad, a dirt lane. 

- FROM A RARE HISTORY OF BOROUGH ~ 
"Narberth's Historical Prelude, 1818-1895" is 

the title of a rare booklet published in 1905. The 
author was Dr. Carden F. Warner of Narberth, and the 
history includes an account of the aborigines, the 
early Dutch, Swede and English settlers, the colony 
of Welsh Quakers, the roads, inns and early trans
portafion, etc. of the locality. The chapter on the 
Price Plantation deals specifically with Narberth. 
The book is exceedingly rare. 

REGISTERED . PLUMBING 

CHARLES 

The large maple trees which 
bordered this lane are still the 
shade trees in the lawns ofMe.ssrs, 
Kreamer, Suplee, Haws and Gan
non, Upon this land between· the 
present Dudley and Conway Aves, 
was situated the farmer's dwelling 
and spring house. 

Below or to the west of this, 
for many years, was a large dam, 
upon which the farm depended for 
its water supply. From the house 
itself ran through quite a beautiful 
grove, the main entranceordrive
way, following a course similar to 
Forest Ave. To the east of this 
drive was another small dwelling 
and spring house in which dwelt 
for a considerable length of time 
one of our oldest citizens, Mr. 
Joseph Mullineaux Jr, 

The orchard in which there was 
an abundance of fruit ran from 
Narberth to Essex Ave. just north 
of the barn, A structure not to be 
soon forgotten by any one who saw 
it was the large old-fashioned 
water wheel which stood in the 
creek just north of Haverford Ave. 
For several months after the farm 
was sold, this wheel lay idle in its 
accustomed place, but one night 
it took a speedy and unexpected 
journey and may even now be the 
cherished trophy of some collector 
of antiquated relics, 

No Change 
The Price family continuecl to 

live on the original plantation for 
almost two hundred years and dur
ing this time there was no marked 
change in the farm, The land was 
added to from time to time, but 
it was not until the later part of. 
the last century that sales made 
any perceptible inroad into this 
old estate, · 

lj:dward Price and his family, 

& HEATING 

by energetic labor, moulded the 
crude wilderness they had chosen 
for their home into a beautiful 
expanse of fertile farmland, 

In unison with other farms 
of these thrifty Welsh, this planta
tion became an enviable site, These 
early members of the family were 
most happy in their pioneer life. 
The freedom which they craved was 
here found and in a plain and 
simple manner they continued to 
live, happy in their enthusiasm to 
perfect this baronial project, 

Edward Price spent mostofthe 
earlier days in the field with his 
servants but he was not neglectful 
of his mission as minister among 
Friends. He was an eloquent. 
speaker and early gained the love 
and reverence of his neighbors. 

Second Generation 
Upon the death of Edward Price 

in 1 726, the t,hen large and well 
cleared farm became the property 
of his son, Reese Price, This head 
of the second generation made 
marked advances in the further 
development of the estate. The 
plantation was divided by miles of 
fence into large fields of farm 
and pasture land, Additional build
ings were erected to meet the 
demands of the increased crops, 
and a large amount of woodland 
was cleared for additional culti
vation, 

The road that ran through the 
Barony traversed the Price estate, 
giving so favorable a location that 
few other farms were as well 
known and as frequently visited. 

John Price w~ the next to fall 
heir to the estate and it was while 
he owned it that its location, which 

Continued on Next Page-
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Ravages During Revolution 
Omtinued from J>receding Page 

had previously so added to its 
convenience, now resulted in its 
suffering the most severe destruc
tion and the heaviest losses. 

The ·American Revolution was 
without question the cause of much 
suffering and hardship in all sec
tions of the colonies. But during the 
winter of 1777 and 1 778 the farms 
in . the . vicinity · of Philadelphia 
where the British were encamped_ 
were continually plundered. 

The neutral Quakers in the 
Barony had reason to fear both 
armies for, to the bold raids of 
the Continental foraging parties 
can also be attributed much of this 
loss. · • 

that this purchase was made and 
Mrs. Jackson or Ann Jackson, as 
she was almost invariably called, 
continued to live there until May of 
1871 •. Afterwards the farm was 
renewed to a cheerful and com
fortable home, but its restoration 
was only partial; it nev~r regained 
the prominence and dignity it had 
prior to the war. 

Of the conditions associated 
with the place during Mrs. Jack
son's life, much could be said to _ 
reawaken in the minds of many of 
the older residents a volume of 
fond memories. 

The kind old lady herself was 
a character not easily or soon 
forgotten. Every mention of · h~r 
name by those who knew her, 1s 
associated with the deepest rever
ence. She was a prominent and 
influential member of the com
munity an earnest worker among 
the pCX:r and in the Merion meeting, 
and a most cordial and never-

The peril to the Price farm 
can be easily imagined when it is 
remembered that it was situated 
on Old Lancaster Rd., (Montgom- • 
ery Ave.--Editor), the most prom
inent highway leading to and from 
both Philadelphia and Valley 
'Forge. Several letters still in the 
possession of the descendants of 
the Price family tell of the constant 
anxiety of the people at this time 
and the severe hardships these 
foraging parties caused. 

. tiring hostess. · . 
'. · Her comfortable home was al
ways open to welcome the guests, 
of whom there were many, and not 
a few still living remember when 
as boys they were made happy 
with numerous wholesome relishes 
as they sat before her spacious 
fireplace. 

Before John Price's death, the 
farm was restored to much of its 
former excellent condition. In 17!1? 
the own.er died and his son, John 
Jr. became its proud possessor. 
Shortly after falling heir to the 
property, John Jr. died; it was not 
long before his children also 
passed away, leaving but a grief
stricken widow to occupy the home.
stead. 

Though Mrs. Price continued 
to live on the estate for many 
years, here interest in the home
stead seemed entirely lost. During 
-the latter years of her life the 
property was so utterly neglected 
that everything went to ruin. The 
fences, barns, springhouses, or
chards and lanes were one and all 
in a dilapidated condition and of
fered no resemblance to their for
mer beauty. 

Litigation, Neglect 
After Mrs. Price's death the 

property became a subject of liti
gation among the descendants of 
John Price Sr., and the heirs of 
the widow of John Price Jr. For 
many years · the struggle for the 
estate was a most severe and ex
pensive one. 

The controversy was eventually 
settled, however, by Steven Pas
chall purchasing the conflicting 
claims. Stephen Paschall was the 
son of Ann Price Jackson and 
it was because of his great love for 
the old homestead that the purchase 
was made. During this family con
troversy the property became even 
more desolate and it was a wretched 
and forlorn picture of its former 
self that Stephen Paschall pre
sented to his mother. 

It was about the year 1838 

Phone: MO 4-4056 

Man To Remember 
Stephen Paschall, himself, was 

a man of prominence and eminence. 
Like his ancestor, Edward Price, 
he was a minister among the 
Friends. He lived with his mother 
in the old homestead which he 
purchased for her and there were 
few, if any, in the vicinity who did 
not know and respect him. 

· In stature as well as person-
ality he was a man to excite ad
miration.· He stood several inches 
over six feet and was of immense 
frame, weighing close on to 250 
pounds. In middle life he met with 
a fatal accident and though he 
lingered for quite a number of 
years he gradually, but steadily, 
failed in physical health, and after 
many months of hardship and suf
fering passed away at his home. 
His early and untimely death was 
the result of but an apparently 
trivial accident which befell him 
while riding. 

He was a most enthusiastic 
horseman and nothing gave so much 
pleasure as riding. At the end of 
the driveway which led from the 
house there had been erected a 
unique gate which was so con
structed as to close and open upon 
the approach and departure of a 
horse or carriage, 

The failure of this gate to close 
upon one occasion led steplien 
Paschall to attenpt to adjust it 
while in the saddle and during his 
efforts his thumb became severely 
crushed. Emergency treatment 
was all that it ever received, 
the condition not having been con
sidered serious. 

But shortly after its occur-

Estimates 
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rence the first symptoms of par
alysis in the member showed them
selves and from that time on, the 
condition advanced from one. 
.member to another until he was 
utterly helpless. 

During all his illness, however, 
his mental faculties were never 
impaired. Every week he was car
ried to a carriage, taken to the 
Merion Meeting House, and, while 
lying prone and helpless upon a 
bench, preached somll of the most 
eloquent sermons ever heard 
within this old and honorable place 
of worship. 

Part Sola Off 
It was not long after Stephen 

Paschall's death that his mother, 
Ann Jackson, old her farm to 
Mrs. Maria Furey, of Philadelphia. 
This sale did not, however, de
prive the Price family of their 
entire estate. 

It appears that the property 
stephen Paschall p u r c has e d, 
though including the family home
stead, was but a portion of the 
original estate, the rest having 
fallen into possession of several 
·.male members of earlier genera
tions. 

One oHhese--farms was north 
of the Old Lancaster Rd. and 

Continued on Page Ten 
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Community Green In Narhrook Park Was Formerly A Swamp 
Narbrook Park is an enclave in the Borough of Narberth, 

with its access from Windsor Ave . so casual that you would 
hardly know it was there unless you were looking. for it. 
The access , which might be mistaken for an obscure drive· 
way, is almost opposite the Communit y Building. 

Less than 60 years ago, the 
site of Narbrook Park was swamp
land, 14 acres of it. People used 
it for a dump, and the swamp was 
considered a menace to health when 
George M. Henry suggested that it 
be converted into a residential 
park. 

Ground was broken in 1915, 
and rapid progress was made by 
the contractor, A. C. Shand, on 
what was to be a park and model 
residential development. Our 
Town, the Narberth newspaper, 
made the following comment in its 
issue of June· 24, 1915: 

"No suburb around Philadel
phia is making a bigger and more 
important improvement than our 
own town. It won't be long before 
people will be talking about Nar
brook -- for it will be a decided 
novelty in this part of the countr y." 

Utwr Seclus,wn 

Kuebner, who has lived in Nar
brook Park since 1924, recalls 
only one instance when it was 
used. A historical pageant was 
staged by the school childrenwhen 
the town had its 50th anniversary 
celebration in 1945. The reason 
why Mr. Kuebner remembers it so 
well is because he took the part 
of a Union soldier · in a Civil War 
tableau. 

Before Mr. Kuebner's time, 
however, a patriotic celebration 
was held in 1918 on the outdoor 
theater site. 

Only five property transfers 
have been recorded in Narbrook 
Park in five years. The prices 
ranged from $29,000 to $441600, 
the price which was recorded in 
the most recent transfer. 

Even in our time, Narbrook 
Park is much admired, and the 
residents are envied for their se
clusion. Though close to the rail
road station, apartment houses, 
shopping centers and major high
ways, the tranquillity of the enclave 
is disturbed by none of the out~ide 
world. The only traffic it sees is ' 
the private cars of residents, and 
an occasional delivery vehicle. 

The concept for Narbrook Park 
was formed March 14, 1914. The 
idea was advanced by a newly
formed civic association, which 
also proposed a community news
paper as part of its program. Here 
is an excerpt from the civic group's 
by-laws: 

TRANQUIL SCENE on Narbrook Park's Community Green. Children have not only their own 
open space, but also the use of the Borough Playground on Windsor Ave., directly across the 
road. 

On ~ne oid property map below 
it is indicated than an amphitheater 
Wll-S _§.et -aside for the presentation 
of outdoor performances. F red 

"The object of the Association 
shall be to improve and beautify 
the Borough and vicinity, assist 
and cooperate with the authorities 
in enforcing laws and ordinances 
relating thereto, to promote any 
project having for its purpose the 
betterment of the community as a 
whole; to provide a means of ac
quiring and disseminating infor
mation on any subject of general 

cD 

interest, and to foster and maintain 
a fraternal spirit among the people 
of our community." 

There are few developments 
such as Narbrook Park anywhere. 
More than 100 years ago, a walled· 
se.ction of-·West Orange, N.J., call
ed Llewellyn ·Park, was set apart 
for the mansions ofGe'neral George 
B. McClellan and other notables. 
Thomas A. Edison was among 
those who located his home there. 

----- -------_-::.:--, 

NARBROOK PARK, as plotted on a property map after the residential neighborhood, begun 
in 1915, was almost fully developed. 

Loved Town At First Sight, 
Says Narberth's Doc Howard 

BY A1LLEN TWIFORD 
" I knew after my first half hour in Narberth that I wanted 

to spend the rest of my life here." William S. (Doc) Howard , 
thus echoed what so many other Borough residents have 
remarked. 

He still lives at 124 N. Nar
berth Ave. above the office where 
he has engaged in the real estate 
business since 1926, 

If anybody deserves to be called 
"Mr. Nar'.Jerth", it is Doc Howard, 
who has been a town booster since 
his arrival in 1915.Freshfromthe 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Pharmacy, Doc took the train to 
Narberth and began looking for a 
place to open shop. He finally 
settled at a spot on Haverford 
Ave. where Warren's Card & Gift 
Shop is now located. 

"I ran a thoroughly modt~rn 
pharmacy from the. very start," 
he says. "I didn't have to wait for 
·business. The first home delivery 
of prescriptions by car began in 
1917, when I bought an old T
model Ford panel wagon. People 
appreciated the faster service. 

"Narberth was always a town 
where the people took an interest 
in their community and their fellow 
man. People haven't changed much 
in Narberth; there is still a strong 
community spirit. 

"From the very first, Narberth 

folks banded together to improve 
things. The fire company was 
formed to prevent the recurrence 
of any big fires like the one that 
destroyed the Presbyterian 
Church. The ladies provided rec
reation for the younger people, 
and promoted fetes and celebra
tions , 

"Before World War I, dances 
were frequently held on Haverford 
Ave. If the dirt streets were dry, 
the street would be roped off and 
the young people could spend their 
evenings dancing and getting to 
know each other better." 
PLAYGROUND DEVELOPED 

Doc has always been known as 
an active participant in town 
affairs, During the formative years 
of the town, people were interested 
in making· sports a part of their 
children's lives. Baseball and bas
ketball were always favorites and 
Doc Howard wanted to do his part. 
Through his efforts, and the efforts 
of friends, the town supported the 
proposed community playground 
and recreation center. The YMCA 
had closecl at that time. 

DURBIN & HOWARD 

Property was acquired at Hav
erford and Windsor Aves., along 
one corner of the town. The play
ground has long since become 
famous because of its superior de
sign and the famous teams that 
played there. Teams came to play 
in Narberth from the Universityof 
Pennsylvania, Temple University, 
Lafayette College and LaSalle until 
such extra-curricular play was 
banned by the college associations. 

Howard has served Narberth's 
business community as a Director 
of the Narberth National Bank prior 
to the Depression, and as a mem
ber of the advisory board of the 
Girard bank in recent years . 

Provid ing a Real Estate 

and Insurance Service to the residents 

of Narberth since 1926 

M04 2500 

"I sold my pharmacy for 
one simple reason," he told a 
Chronicle reporter. "Someone 
offered me so much money for the 
property that I would have been a 
fool to turn the offer down. After 
the store closed, I was looking for 
something to do. I didn't want to 
leave Narberth, and my good 
friend, Paul Durbin, suggested real 
estate, I didn't know much about it 
then, but I had time to learn." 

Howard describes Durbin as a 
most honorable man and a pillar 
of the community, "Paul was a 
great athlete and a true sports
man. He was one of the early 
commanders of the Legion Post and 
did everything he could to interest 
people in their community. We 
both found that realtors can do 
much for a community if they keep 
that in mind along with business 
details." 

?' 
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WHAT IT LOOKED LIKE OVER 50 years ago. The site of Narbrook Park was a swamp, and , 
junk was still being dumped in the creek when this snapshot was taken. 
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Price Plantation-Farm Land Becomes Site Of Suburban Town 
Continued from Page Seven 

extended quite a distance west
. ward, where it joined the St. Mary's 
farm of the Jones family. From 
this farm large strips ofland were 
purchased from time tQ time. 

Mr. William McDowell pur
chased the site upon which the old 
farm house stood, This farm house 
was enlarged and remodeled and 
stands today as the front half of 
the lower story of what we know 
as Maplewood or Brookhurst Inn. 

The other farm directly op
posite it on Montgomery Ave, 
stands as the only substantial re
mains of the one time large and 
elegant Price generation. To this 
farm there are still many acres of 
land, but the anxious buyers have 
gained not a little of its land and 
the remaining portion will be pro
fitable only as building lots. 

Home Restrictions 
When the late Edward Price, 

the last member of the family to 
occupy this farm, was first ap
proached to sell his land for subur
ban houses, he hesitated a long 
while and finally only consented 
with the understanding that no more 
than one house could be built on a 
two-acre site. It . was with this 
understanding that he sold property 
to Messrs. Belfield, Richard and 
Young. 

The farm purchased by Mrs. 
Furey is the one to which partic
ular attention is called, the ad
jacent land having been added to 

the original village from time to 
time in its rapid growth. 

In Mrs. Furey's possession the 
farm stayed from 1871 until 1887, 
when it was purchased by the 
Commonwealth Title Insurance 
Company, Mrs. Furey made no 
marked improvements in the farm 
though it was quite profitably cul
tivated by her for many years. 

For many summers the home
stead was used as a boarding 
house and became quite well known 
as such, Several people still re
member a small frame structure 
which Mrs. Furey erected opposite 
the station from which could be 
purchased soft drinks and light 
eatables, In 1887, Mrs. Furey sold 
her farm to Edward w. Simpson, 
the attorney for the Commonwealth 
Title Insurance Company, 

NarbrookPark 
Immediately following the pur

chase of Mrs, Furey~s farm, the 
company commenced the task of 
modeling a village, The strip of 
land upon which they had to work 
ran from the property of Mr. 
Joseph Mullineaux on the east, to 
Wynnewood Ave. on the west and 
from the farm of Edward Price 
on the north, to Haverford and 
Merion Ave, on the south, 

The eastern half of this strip, 
being higher and more suitable 
ground, was the portion first built 
upon, and in a surprisingly short 
time a dozen beautiful houses were 
seen announcing the obliterationof 
the Price plantation. 

VIEW IN EARLY 1890'S DD Looking down Woodside Ave. Baptist Church at right. Country 
Lane in foreground is S. Narberth Ave. 

The plan of Narberth Park, was built many years before. 
as the village was denominated, These several avenues divided 
was a very simple one. A large the land into uniform "squares" 
avenue now known as Windsor, or blacks of 250 by 500 feet to 
was cut parallel to the Haverford 50 by 125 feet, The rapidity with 
and Merion Rd, while running north which this transformation was 
and south, sevensimilarthorough- made, allowed but little oppor
fares were constructed, These tunity for consideration to be given 
are now familiar as Iona, Hamp- to the preservation of anything 
den,GraylingiForrest, Essex,Dud- pertaining to the old plantation. 
ley and Conway. Narberth Ave. The stone of the homestead and . 

a lot in Narberth . Park, however, 
was ·Mr. Harry J. Ketcham, This 
lot was on Narberth Ave,, just 
south of the Railroad estate, and 
was purchased by him through his 
friend, Mr. Simpson, even before 
the village was laid out, 

-------------------------------------------- barn with that of the various small

As well as being the first pro
perty owner in the village, he had 
the additional distinction of being . 
the father of the first child born 
in Narberth, 

Congratulations from 

one 75 year old to another 
Back in 1895, when the Borough of 
Narberth was founded, a tailoring shop 
opened at 318 W. Lancaster Avenue, 
Ardmore. Today, A. Talone is noted 
not only for its quality tailoring, but 

for its expert dry cleaning aqd fur care. 
Much of our success has been due . to 
the loyalty of our Narberth friends. 
We are happy to extend our best wishes 
to them on .this prow occasion. 

CUANEI e TAILOI e fUUIH 

· .eltna /J'9.? 

318 West Lancaster Avenue Ardmore Midway 2-9000 

er dwellings upon the place were 
used as foundation stone for the · 
avenues, a quite undignified 
seplchre for such an old and state
ly building, 

The 1690 corner stone, because 
of its advertising possibilities, 
received more consideration, how
ever, and for almost a year re
mained a curiosity at 18 s. Broad 
st. What has since been its fate 
no one seems to know, 

The avenues having been opened 
and the numerous lots surveyed, 
a very attractive office was built 
opposite the north station and the 
new-born village widely adver
tised, The full page "birds' -eye
view" of the park in The Philadel
phia Record brought numerous 
visitors and the lots were speedily 
sold, 

First Suburbanites 
Many of the borough's residents 

take pride in the fact that they 
were among its earliest settlers. 
Thus it will interest not a few to 
note the order in which these 
suburban pioneers arrived and 
made their homes here, Mr. Mar
maduke Moore and Mr. Joseph 
Mullineaux: Jr,, were sons-in-law 
of Mrs. Furey and lived here long 
before it became a village, and 
may correctly be called the 
borough's oldest residents. 

The first person to purchase 

Mr. Alexander Lowry was the 
next to purchase and the first to 
build and inasmuch as he moved 
into his new house August, 1888, 
he became the first resident of 
Narberth Park proper, Mr, 
Lowry's house stands on Narberth 
Ave. north of Windsor and is one 
of the borough's largest resi
dences. 

Following Mr. Lowry, in-quick 
succession, came Mr. W, L. 
Owens, Mr, C, E. Shoemaker, 
Mr, Townsend, Mr. D. J. Hunter 
and Mr. C, E, Kreamer~ It was 
about this time also, Mr. H. J, 
Ketcham built upon his early pur
chased lot and became a resident. 

Lot after lot was rapidly sold; 
in less than a year the village 
consisted of a happy, congenial 
body of enthusiastic suburbanites. 

This increase in the growth of 
the village brought about condi
tions that required unison of effort 
on the part of its citizens and in 
consequence of the unanimous ap
preciation of this fact , an asso
ciation, to meet these demands for 
local governmental consonance, 
was organized. 

So on Oct, 9, 1889, 12 men and 
one woman met in the shop of 
William L, Owens stable and plant
ed the village's political nucleus 
by organizing the Narberth Park 

Continued on Next Page 
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New Town Has Its Problems 
. Continued from Preceding Page 

Association, 
This united political body con

sited of Charles E, Kreamer, 
Charles E. Shoemaker, Charles. 
Fritz, David J, Hunter, George 
Christy, William R, Wright, J, W, 
Bender, William L, Owens, T, J, 
Bewley, Alexander A, Lowrey, 
Harry J, Ketcham, Mrs. Townsend 
and George Goodman, who repre
sented Mrs. Cloud and Mrs. _Bacon, 

The association met at stated 
intervals -each month, and the wel
fare of the village was thus quite 
ably handled, 

Minutes Kept 
The progress of the village 

can be quite accurately shown by 
glancing over the detailed minutes 
kept by this association, These 
records, at that t ime so seriously 
and accurately kept, are so 
uniquely puerile as to be amusing, 
now that the mature age of a 
corporated town has been reached~ 

Trivial preliminaries charact
erized the first two ·meetings, 
though some weight must have been 
laid upon the subject of taxation, 
when at the first meeting a com
mittee of three: Messrs, Kreamer, 
Christy and Owens, was appointed 
and instructed to visit Norristown 
and investigate the high tax assess
ment, 

The serio-fanciful subject of 
burglars was discussed with much 

that a committe·e be appointed to 
look into the advisability of ob
taining a borough charter. This· 
committee was composed of 
Messrs, Mu e 11 er, Kreamer, 
Baker, Hunter and L'Etang, and 
their prompt and energetic en
deavors met with as prompt 
reward, 

In October of the same year 
the Grand Jury approved the 
borough petition, by a vote of 7 
to 4, 

The opposition to the borough 
project proved to be more ob
stinate than anyone had at first 
anticipated, and for the remaining 
months of 1893 the decision hung 
fire in the Court, The borough 
committee was in the meantime 
increased to 15 members, Messrs, 
Fussell, Harjes, Owens, Warner, 
Lowrey, Simpson, Stewart, Ben
der, Shoemaker and Justice, having 
been added. This body worked with 
r enewed vigor and a second peti
tion was approved by the Grand 
Jury on the 7th of June, 1904, 
by a vote of 22 to 1, 

The exceptions to the borough 
were disposed of by the Court and 
a decree incorporating the borough 
was granted in December of the 
same year. 

With this step in the progress 
of local government the little 
suburban village may be con.: 
sidered to have entered upon a new 
epoch, 

A GREAT OAK GROWS IN NARBERTH -- This monarch is said to be the biggest and oldest 
tree within the Narberth borough limits, The trunk measures nearly 17 feet in circumference at 
shoulder height and grows on the property of James Watson, 303 Chestnut Ave, 

vigor in practically all of the re- :=!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!!!!!!!!!!a-maining meetings of'89, Theadop- I' 
tion of shrill whistles was the. 
early sequence of burglarious ora
tory. Following closely upon the · 
wake of this precaution came the 
offer of $200 for the arrest and 
conviction of burglars -- a reward 
which, fortunately for the associa
tion, it was never called upon to 
pay, 

During the fall of '89, Messrs. 
Von Williamson, Moore and Mul
lineaux were added to the roll, 
and at the first meetings of the 
new year Messrs.Davis, Douglass 
and W, G, McDowell became mem
bers, 

It was at this time that the 
collection of garbage and ashes was 
discussed with such longevity, 
Charles Draper, the sole bidder, 
eventually getting the contract, 

There was a sympton of lack 
of harmony even at this early date, 
in the resignation of Mr. Bewley, 
which was promptly accepted witll 
no recorded comment. 

Instinctively the topic of fire 
fighting found its way into the 
disquisition of the association, and 
stimulated by the calamity of 
actual conflagration as well as 
the peculiar infatuation the subject 
itself has for mankind, the theme 
held full sway for no short time. 

The prompt inconsiderate mo
tion to purchase a truck was 
abolished and the more economic 
hand extinguishers recommended 
as scarcely less efficacious sub
stitutes. In the early spring we 
find among the new members 
Messrs. Fussell, Frotscher, 
Locker, McFarland, Bowers, Pat
terson, Johnson and Maxwell. 

Robberies in the houses of 
Messrs, Owens and Redifer re
awakened the burglary question in 
the November meeting of '91, and 
caused the association to employ 
a detective, 

The village system of lighting, 
which prior to the fall of '91, 
depended on the charity and con
venience of the individual resident, 
appears to have been next to re
,ceive the association's attention, 
and developed into a commendable 
system of large oil lamps, the 
illuminating possibilities of which 
were indeed excellent, 

These lamps were placed close 
to the sidewalks of the properties 
of members of the association and 
were filled and lighted at the ex
pense of the association, In April, 
1893, twenty-four 16-candlepower 
electric lights were placed advan
tageously throughout the village as 
&ubstitutes for the oil lamps. 

Vote To Secede 
The remaining two years of 

the association's active career 
were principally occupied by the 
sttscussion and preliminary steps 
of forming the village into a 
borough, 

In june of 1893, it was moved 

\ 

main Line Federal 
Savings & Loan Association 

Our heartiest congratulations to the outstanding 

Borough of Narberth on its 75th Anniversary. 

Because we share the Main Line Tradition, we look forward 

to serving the residents of Narberth 

with continuing dedication and a full range of banking services. 

main Line Federal 
Savings & Loan Association 

THREE CONVENIENTLY LOCA.TED OFFICES ON THE MAIN LINE 

Ardmore-Main Office 
44 . E. Lancaster Ave. 

Ml 9-3200 

Bryn Mawr Office 
44 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, 

LA 5-3270 

Member FSLIC 

Wayne Office 
123 Lancaster Ave. 

MU 8-7330 
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JANUARY 11, 1896 •· The Narberth Presbyterian Church was burning down 
and the sparks were setting fire to rooftops when this photo was taken. The 

citizens of the newly chartered Borough resolved on the spot to organize a fire 
company, instead of just talking about it. 

Support For Fire Company Pledged While Church Burned 
The sky was red over Narberth on the night of Jan. 11 , 

1896. Alarm whistles shrilled. Citizens threw on warm 
garments and hurried over to Windsor and Grayling Aves., 
where crackling flames and sparks were shooting skyward. 

The Narberth Presbyterian 
Church, dedicated four years be
fore, was on fire. Thesparkswere 
falling on nearby dwellings. 

The red sky was seen in Ard
more, too, and horses were or-• 
dered from a livery stable to draw 
the chemical wagon and hook and 
ladder truck to Narber-th, but it 
was plain to see that it was too late 
to save the church. And so the 
efforts of the citizens were di
rected at saving the n e a r by 
dwellings. 

Narberth has been noted for its 
baseball players. All good pitching 
arms were mustered to toss mud 
at the patches of flame on burning 
roof shingles. That worked except 
in one instance. 

One of the burning rooftops of 
a house on Grayling Ave. defied 
the efforts of the mud slingers. 
The fire was getting out of control. 
There were no ladders available, 

that the newly organized Borough 
of Narberth must have a fire com
pany of its own. 

As early as 1890, the subject 
of fire protection became a matter 
of concern for the townspeo.ple, as 
recorded in the minutes of the 
Narberth Association. 

Ardmore already had a fire 
company, organized at the end of 
1889. Its first run was to a fire 
in Narberth, on the night of June 
21, 1890. It was a stable fire. 

Ardmore's hook and ladder 
truck had arrived only three days 
before. The company had no alarm 
signal yet (a locomotive tire rim 
was later bought for $19 and hung 
on a 50-foot tower) and no provi
sion had been made for horses. 

Four men were eventually 
gathered and they started to drag · 
the truck to Narberth. They got 

and so a board was passed out of FIRE COMP ANY 
one of the upper windows. Three Continued on Next Page 
men held down one end inside the 
_house, while one brave citizen 
crawled out to the other end outs ide 
the house. Bucket_s of water were 
passed t0 him. The blaze was ex
tinguisl. · ' , · · 

The Ardmore firemen arrived 
in time to sift the ashes of the 
church. 
COMPANY FORMED 

That very night it was decided 

FIRST OIURCH BUil T IN NARBERTH -- The frame Presbyterian Church was dedicated 
Nov. 24, 1891. The night fire which destroyed it is shown at top of this page, while the tem
porary chapel built on the site is shown below. 

TEMPORARY CHAPEL amid fire ruins was given to the Narberth Fire Com
pany as a fire house after the new Presbyterian Church was completed. It was 
moved to Narberth and Haverford Aves. and served to house the company's 
apparatus until Elm Hall was built in 1899. 
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Horse-Drawn And Motorized Equipment Of Narberth Fire Company In 1913 

Fire Company 
Continued from Preceding Page 

as far as the railroad station, 
where word reached them that the 
stable had burned to the ground 
and the adjacent house was out of 
danger. 

The Committee of Public Safety 
of the Narberth Association exper
imented with "a fire apparatus -
the Excelsior Fire Extinguisher -
which was supposed to have 
merit," according to the minutes 
of the association. Instead, a Ban
ning extinguisher was bought for 
$20. 

The extinguisher had its firs 
test on Dec. 19, 1891, when th1 
house of a Mr. Johnson caught fire 
The extinguish-er had "proven sat
isfactory," according to the min
utes, but the house burned down. 
ORGANIZATION OF COMPANY 

"Narberth Fire Co. No. 1" 
was organized Nov. 2, 1891, when 
officers and trustees were chosen. 
The chief activities were raising 
funds through euchres, dances, 
bazaars and suppers. 

But it took the Presbyterian 
Church fire to shake the residents. 
Instead of talking about fire pro
tection, as they had beE;!n doing for 
the previous six years, the citi
zens got down to business. Sub
scriptions were pledged at the 
scene of the conflagration. 

The fire company organization 
dates from October, 1896, The 
arrival of the first mobile fire 
apparatus was the occasion for a 
parade. First the apparatus was 
housed in a stable on Haverford 
Ave. Then the company got per
mission to use the temporary 
chapel of the Presbyterian Church, 
which had served the congregation 
between the time of the fire and 
when the new church building was 
dedicated on Jan. 28, 1897. The 
frame building was moved to Hav
erford and Narberth Aves. 

The fire company bui1.t Elm 
Hall in 1899 on Forrest Ave., and 
rented the upper floor to the Bor
ough Council until the present 
municipal building was erected. 

The Narberth Fire Company 
helped to fight a fire in Ardmore 
on Oct, 6, 1900, which was the 
first instance of mutual assistance 
on the part of fire companies in 
Ardmore. 

The fire was the most dis
astrous with which the Merion Fire 
Company had to deal during the 
first 10 years of its history, 

An explosion occurred in the 
laboratory of the Ardmore Public 
School. Fortunately, it was on a 
Saturday and there were no pupils 
in the building, 

The fire was a stubborn one 
and it burned all day and through 
the night. On Sunday it was a 
smoking ruin, with only the walls 
standing. The Lower Merion school 
records were lost in the blaze. 

The Narberth Fire Company 
received the thanks and apprecia
tion of the Merion Fire Company 
for its help during the conflagra
tion. 

Fire Fighters In Full Dress, Photographed In 1905 

The volunteers in this group are, from the left, Ed Wright, 
George B. Sup lee (later head of the Department of Pub( ic Works 
for many years), unidentified, John Ketcham, Everett Turner, 

Count Maurice . DeMarais (Fire Chief), Raymond Jones, unidenti
fied, Charles V. Noel, Louis Reiff, Bert Needham. 

Multi-Millionaire Was Proud Member of Narberth Fire Company 

The rate Dr. Albert C. Barnes, who left an art collection now 
worth over $200,0Q0,000, was a proud member of the Narberth 
Fire Company. He is shown in the front row center of this group 
photographed about 1930. In the front row, from the left, are Fire 
Chief Charles Noel, who died on Dec. 26, 1937, in the line of 
duty; the late Mrs. Eberhard Mueller, long identified with Har-

berth c1v1c affairs; Dr. Albert C. Barnes; Count Tristram Du
Marais, a former Narberth Fire Chief (one of the chiefs, by the 
way, was a minister); Henry A. Frye Esq., Narberth Borough 
'Solici.tor. Others in the picture are the fire brigade members and 
a group of Mulieres, fire company auxiliary, 
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Narberth's Ambulance Corps Conceived During World War II 
Averages 1300 Calls A Year, 

Has Served In Emergencies 
The year was 194!'. The American Red Cross, antici

pating German blitzes· across the length and breadth of 
the United States, had initiated emergency first aid 
practice sessions in communities throughout the nation. 

Narberth was one of those com
munities. "It was wild," Ed Frank
enfield, chief of the Narberth Am
bulance Corps, recalled during a 
recent interview. "The sirens 
would blow at 2 a.m. and we'd all 
pile out of bed and rush down to 
Elm Hall." 

The practice sessions inspired 
a group of Borough residents. Why 
not organize a permanent corps 
of volunteers, they reasoned, who 
would always be on hand to deal 
with emergencies? Having brought 
up the question, they set about to 
answer it, and the result was the 
Volunteer Medical Service Corps 
of Narberth. 

Though informally started in 
1941, the Corps was officially 
chartered as a non-profit organi
zation in Pennsylvania in 1944. 
It bought its first "ambulance" 
that first year. Though it was 
actually a repossessed hearse, it 
served admirably for three years. 
HARD-LUCK BEGINNING 

'ported to the hospital, and back 
home again when they have re
covered. 

While that sort of chore might 
sound routine, it can have its 
interesting moments. InDecember 
of 1953, for instance, the Corps 
helped transport all patients from 
the old Lankenau Hospital in Phila
delphia to the new campus in Over
brook Hills. 

"It was a bitter cold day," 
Frankenfield recalled. "We had to 
buy each of the boys $12 jackets 
for that duty." 

In 1962, a determined citizen 
who wanted to vote in the November 
election of that year was enabled 
to do so by Corps volunteers, who 
took him from Lankenau Hospital 
after an emergency appendectomy 
to the polls on a stretcher. After 
he had exercised his franchise, 
they returned him to his hospital 
bed. 

In 1947 the Corps bought an 
honest-to-goodness ambulance, 
but its career was shortlived. It 
was promptly demolished in an 
auto accident after six months. 

An inauspicious beginning, per
haps, for the volunteers, but they 
were undaunted and remained un
daunted after their next ambulance 
flipped onto its roof in downtown 
Philadelphia in 1949, with a patiE1nt, 
a doctor and two attendants inside. 

The Corps also takes patients 
who are being flown to another 
city for specialized treatment to 
the airport, and spends a great 
deal of its time transporting 
elderly folk to and from nursing 
homes. 

AT THE AUTOCAR Fl RE, JULY 31, 1956-- Ardmore had the worst conflagration in its 
hi story. The two Narberth VMSC ambulances responded shortly after fire broke out in one of 
the vacated Autocar buildings. They .took seven to the hospital, and 17 firemen were treated 
by VMSC crews on the spot , They remained on the job 13 hours after reporting for the emer
gency. 

Injuries were minimal, but the 
doctor sued for over $100,000. 
He was awarded $9000. Since then, 
the corps has maintained an en
viable safety record and the phy
sician's suit is the only such 
litigation in the Corps' history. 

The principal function of the 
Ambulance Corps is not in emer
gencies, such as auto accidents. 
Lower-Merion police are adequate
ly equipped to handle such cases. 

The Corps•· chief purpose· is to 
provide transportation for hospital 
patients. Sick persons are trans-

EMERGENCIES, DISASTERS 
In times of disaster, the Corps 

responds with first aid equipment 
to treat casualties on the scene, 
and to remove the seri,pusly in
jured to hospitals. 

When the steelwork of theHar
riton High School gymnasium col
lapsed on June 7, 1957, corpsmen 
were sent to the scene. Two work
men had been killed in the mishap, 
but corps ambulances removed two 
other injured laborers to Bryn
Mawr Hospital. 

The year before, at the time of 
the Autocar fire in Ardmore, the 
organization set up emergency 
field - headquarters, treating i 7 
firemen at the scene and removing 
,seven others to the hospital. 
Corpsmen were at the scene a 

total of 13 hours. 
Though its official "territory" 

includes only Narberth, Bala-Cyn
wyd, Merion and Wynnewood, the 
VMSC has never turned down a 
call. 

During the blizzard in 1958, 
both ambulances were kept on the 
move, even though one had been 
hit by a live wire on the way to a 
hospital. No one was injured, but 
all the paint was burned off the 
top of the vehicle. 

From time to time the 
-volunteers encounter a patient who 
simply refuses to go to the hos
pital. 

Once a man pulled out a 
revolver and threatened to shoot 
the volunteers if they tried to take 

him from his home. 'They managed 
to subdue him, however. 

Though most of the volunteers 
are amateurs, they receive inten
sive training through state Emer
gency Am bu 1 a n c e Attendance 
courses, bimonthly training ses
sions at Corps headquarters and, 
of course, through on-the-spot ex
perience. 

In one cardiac case some 15 
years ago, the attending physician 
had given up on his patient when 
the corpsmen arrived. The 
volunteers, however, weren't so 
sure the man was dead. "Go 
ahead," the doctor told them, "if 
you want to try to revive him." 

They went ahead, and in 30 
minutes the patient was breathing 

to Chief Frankenfield, requires 
careful screening. The Corps pre
fers taking on college boys, be
cause it has found that youths of 
that age are not only strong, but 
dedicated and willing to work at 
odd hours. 

At the same time, because so 
much driving is involved, the ap
plicants must be carefully inter
viewed. As for hippies, Franken -
field said, they don't even get past 
the front door. 

--------------------------------------------normally. 

Training is extensive. The boys 
are sent to the State Police 
Drivers' Clinic. Older members 
of the Corps "pound safety into 
them," in Frankenfield's words, 
at every opportunity. Use of sirens 
is discouraged, partly because an 
ambulance, even with its lights 
and siren going, is liable in any 
accident if it has failed to yield the 
right of way. 

NATURAL COLOR 
BLACK & WHITE 
UNIQUE PORTRAITURE 
CANDID WEDDINGS 
HEAVY OIL 

SPECIALISTS 
Ml dvvay 
2-6200 

~:R«mo 
10 Rittenhouse Place 

Ardmore 

1300 CALLS IN YEAR 
The Corps, which started with 

35 members, of which only four 
were men, now numbers 45 volun
teers, 35 of whom are men. Two 
men and a woman are sent on each 
ambulance call, 

Each Corps member is on duty 
a day at a time. For that 24-hour 
period,,,he must be available at 
any time, in case he is needed. 
Chances are that he will be, too, 
as last year the organization log
ged over 1300 calls. 

The Corps receives no money 
from governmental agencies, and 
operates entirely on contributions. 
Residents who wish to make a $5 
contribution each year may call 
upon the service whenever they 
wish. Non-members may also avail 
themselves of the service, at a 
slight charge. 

Finding volunteers, according 

The services rendered to resi -
dents of the Lower Main Line 
where the Narberth group is the 
only such volunteer medical corps, 
inspire gratitude -- and gener
osity - - among the people to whom 
it gives aid. 

Letters, accompanied by 
checks, pour in to express thanks. 
"The efficiency and assurance of 
your young volunteers was so re
assuring in our time of trouble," 
wrote one woman. 

The volunteers, said another, 
"have my gratitude for lending 
skill and dignity and kindness to 
a situation which taxes the soul of 
the ordinary citizen." 

"Because of your prompt
ness," wrote a third, "my mother 
is alive today." 

Basketball Courts Popular In Narberth 

Narberth's six-acre playground is one of the Borough's chief 
assets, and few playgrounds anywhere are so intensively usea. 
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Oldest Standing House In Narberth Was Built Of Logs In 1722 
'the home • of Mr . aud Mrs . 

William Bo~rdman at 610 
Shady Lane, Narberth, is 
without doubt the oldest 
structure within the;Borough 
limits .. The earliest section 
dates from 10 years before 
the birth of George Washing· 
on. 

The late Fire Chief Albert H. 
Nulty; who lived there some 40 
years ago and raised vegetables on 
the 13-acre plot, remembers when 
a car was backedaccidentallyinto 
the central part of the house, 
knocked off some of the stucco and' 
revealed the original logs, When · 
the Boardmans acquired the pro
perty and built an addition, they had' 
to cut through a log wall. 

The ground is part of the origin
al 612-acre tract which once ex
tended to the Schuylkill and which 
was settled by Katherine Thomas 
and her family in 1683. Her tem
porary log house was built north
east of Conshohocken State and 
Mary Waters Ford Rds., according 
to Dr. Douglas Macfarlan's pic
torial map of Lower Merion. 
SWEDES TRADING POST 

The land was still in the pos
session of Kate's descendants, the 
Joneses, when Benjamin H. Smith 

AS IT APPl:ARED IN 1911 -- Oldest house in Narberth·, 
dating from 1722, is at 610 Shady Lane. When an addition was 
bui It at the right, it was necessary to cut through a sQI id log 

wall. "The old Columbia Railroad was built past the house in 
1832, which probably sheltered passengers waiting for the 
steam cars to come along. 

compiled his Lower Merion map building once served as a station· 
from original records in 1768 • . for the old line." 

Swedes built log cabins on this Of course, if the old railroad 
land more than 300 years ago, had any stations at all, they were 
But they were very likely only merely shelters. However, the 
temporary shelters erected by Boardman dwelling was the only 
traders, who did business with the one close to the tracks in the 
Indian settlement at Indian Spring vicinity when the railroad came 
(back of 1236 Montgomery Ave,) through in 1832. (The buildings 
the source of Indian Creek, in the adjacent Libertyville group 

Mrs. Boardman has gathered date from about 1845). 
every detail of information about · It is possible that neighbors 
the house available in records, waited here for the train of cars 
writings and the recollections of to come along. The operations of 
old timers. She has been informed the railroad was quite informal. 
that there was a 1722 datestone When the fuel in the tender was 
on the front of the log section. exhausted, the train crew would 

Squire A. E. McKeever owned help itself to fence rails and when 
the house and grounds over a cen- water gave out, the passengers had 
tury ago, according to Levering's to form a bucket linetofetchwater 
map of 1851, Sarah Hagy was the from nearby wells. 
owner during the latter part of 
the century. After that there was a 
succession of owners and tenants, 
STATION ON RAILWAY? 

John c. Trautwine Jr. referred 
to the house when he compiled a 
short history of Philadelphia and 
Columbia Railroad, which was read 
at a meeting of the Historical 
Society of Philadelphia March 15, 
1921, and in which he traced the 
site of the railroad. 

"Beyond Essex Ave.," Traut
wine write, "are well-marked re
mains of two side walls of an old 
box culvert, and beyond this six
well-marked pairs of square stone 
blocks of one of the two tracks. 

"Just south of this is a building 
which Mr. Alexander c. Shand Jr. 
is now remodeling. There are 
,traditions to the effect that this . 

FIRST CONESTOGA WAGONS 
Thus, the old house witnessed 

the early era of steam transport
ation as well as the first Conestoga 
wagons· which lumbered past two 
centuries ago on the old road to 
Lancaster, now Montgomery Ave. 
The railroad was vacated in lffiO, 
a few years before Montgomery 
Ave. was piked. 

The tenants around the turn of 
the century also saw the dawn of 
the automobile age. John R. K. 
Scott's red horseless carriage was 
one of the vanguard of the present 
heavy flow of motor traffic on 
Montgomery Ave. Automobiles at 
first were either red or black and 
were referred to as "blacks" or 
"reds" instead of by make in the 
beginning. 

HORSLEY'S AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 

extends it's congratulations 

to the Borough of Narberth · 

on it's 75th Anniversary 

HORSLEY'S AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, INC. 
An established business for over 30 yrs. 

WM. SORATER. JR. 
BODY SMOP MGR. 

GENERAL AUTO 
REPAIRS 

COLLISIOM 
WORK 

AUTOMOBILE · 
PAINTING 

I. M. HORS~. PRESIDENT 
925 MONTGOMERY AVE. 

NARBERTH. PENNSYLVANIA 
. MO -'-3981 

E. ft MARKLE 
GEN. MGR. 

AS IT APPEARS TODAY -- Now the residence of Mr. and Mrs. John Boardman. 

----~--------------------------------------************************************************************************ * . * * * * * * * * * * * * * i [?/J~~~~a (iB&cbec i 
* * i C?J£lnO'ftak/ak:J a ! * ~- * 
* * i gj{)Jl()°F o/ J//CM'~d i 
! . ~~ ! 
* * * * 
a 7 od ~ntv~~da~u $ 
* ff * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ! We've done a lot of growing with Narberth people . . . . . ! 
* * * If our sentiments could be measured in kilowatts, they · * 
* * ! would light the sky during the Borough's 75th anniversary ! 
! celebration ... and long after. Through much of · the !· 
! three-quarters of a century, we've provided service to ! 
* * * the citizens of the community. We look forward to contin- * 
* * ! uing our service, and making it better in the years ahead. ! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY t 
! An Investor-Owned Company Serving Southeast Pennsylvania ! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * ************************************************************************ 
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. . . 
. I 

. Borou h of Narberth., 
-

We want you to be glad you bank here. 

GIRARD BMI-K 
FDIC 

Narberth 
Haverford & Essex Avenues 
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Central Narberth, Looki":g From Wynnewood To Penn Valley 
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Claret Lemonade And Nickel Beer 

Belmont Sulky Race Track Was Famous In Turf History 
BY UNCLE BEN 

Prohibition and failure to get blue-nose Governor Gif
ford Pinchot to show tolerance for parimutuel betting led 
to the demise of the Belmont Race Trace close to Narberth 
after nearly 50 years of making turf history. 

Belmont Driving Park always 
had its bookmakers, but the club 
was concerned only with keeping 
away from the track those unre
liable bookies who ''took the gate" 
when the prospects were dismal. 

Bookies operated at the park 
until the very end. Some of these 
characters are still remembered 
hereabouts. 

One of the best known was 
Moonlight Charlie, a big, round
faced Dutchman. Moonlight got 
his name from having once pro
moted a moonlight excursion on 
the Delaware. The ticket buyers 
waited at the pier for the char
tered steamer to show up. It never 
did. The dupes did not get the 
moonlight sail they had paid for, 
but they did get the moonlight. 
Charlie was still around Belmont 
in 1924. · 

On the whole, bookmaking was 
pretty much on the up and up. 
But there were shills and grifters 
on the fringes of the race day 
crowds who lay in wait for suck
ers. They operated with immunity 
in the days when the community 
had only constables. And even when 
the Township organized a police 
force, there was little Police Chief 
Ike Chambers could do about it 
with half a dozen or so cops and 
24 square miles to police. 

BUSES AT STATION 
The trains from Philadelphia 

were met at Narberth station by 
four-horse omnibuses. Those who 
'managed to crowd inside these 
vehicles were lucky. The others 
clambered upon the roof or hung 
from the sides. 

The fare was a quarter, but 
many of the visiting sports thought 
to save a quarter by walking up 
Haverford Ave. The walkwasoften 

costly, for the grifters set up their 
own tripes for three-card monte 
and the old shell game to separate 
the suckers from their folding 
money. 

Much of the color of the old 
time track was conveyed to this 
avuncular scribe years ago by an 
old-timer whom we shall call Joe. 

Joe was a member of the Bel
mont Driving Club and, as such, 
was admitted to the second-floor 
clubhouse verandah overlooking 
the track where he and his party 
could view the races in comfort. 

W. L. Evans, the 300-pound 
Rosemont butcher, gave Joe the 
nod at the entrance as he came 
in. Evans, treasurer of the club 
and janus to the restricted quar
ters, knew every member by sight. 

Claret Lemonade 
Cashier Lou Thomas, whose 

family owned the 50-acre William 
Thomas e$tate on the Merion side 
of Haverford Ave., dispensed 
strips of tickets for refreshments 
-- in dime and nickel denomina
tions. 

The ladies sipped their claret 
lemonade on the verandah. Joe 
sidled his heavy beer glass in 
deliverate circles to keep the 
head creamy, took an occasional 
gulp and wiped the flecks from his 
mustache with the back · of his 
hand. 

"With beer at a nickel a stein 
and whiskey at a dime a slug, 
one could get a lot of mileage 
out of a dollar strip of tickets," 
Joe recalled. 

Names like Dan Patch, Bellini, 
Nancy Hanks, Jay Eye See, Saint 
Frisco, M.L.J ., Mabel Trask, Di -

LAST LESSEE OF BELMONT PARK Charles W. Merkle, 
father of Narberth's Tom Merkle, operated the famous driving park 
near Narberth on a lease from 1913 until it was sold in 1924; In 
the backgrou~d are the stables. Merkle is shown here with his 

, THE DUKE OF ARDMORE was the name ofthis stallion and its driver was Henry Litzenberg 
one of Ardmore's leading citizens. Photo was taken on Lancaster Pike. If you wonder what th; 
driver did about keeping the horse's tail out of his face -- well, he sat on it. 

rect and Red Cloud carried as much 
meaning to him as do Puccini, 
Verdi and Wagner to the opera 
lover. A date he never forgot is 
Sept. 16, 1908, when star Pointer 
placed Belmont track in the select 
class with a mile in 1:59-3/4. 

The lighter divertissements too, 
stood out in his mind. The Mutt 
and Jeff donkey races were hilari
ous. So were the bareback mule 
races staged by the darkies, when 
the mounts would head in all dif
ferent directions at the starting 
signal. 

Like most old timers, he re
members the Guideless Wonder, 

the exhibition mare that tretted the 
mile in 2:15 without a driver. She 
would start her trot all by herself 
at the go signal and would return 
to the starting line when recalled 
by the judge. 

One of Joe's outstanding recol
lections was the Grand Circuit of 
1917 -- the Kentucky Derby of the 
sulkey circles. 

TheBigDay 
The Grand Circuit opened at 

Belmont, its first visit in several 
years, on Aug. 20, 1917. 

The day beforef ,a Sunday, was 

a scene of great activity. Horses 
arrived all day from other tracks 
and the place was thronged with 
lovers of the light-harness game. 

The hackmen at the Narberth 
station were joyful, for the fares 
were plentiful and the tips were 
liberal. Each train unloaded 
swarms of the light-harness fra
ternity. 

"Big Chief", C. W. Merkle, 
the lessee, greeted the noted 
figures of the light harness fra
ternity as they arrived, fromE. T. 
stotesbury and Pop Geer to the 
trainers and sports writers. 

The whitewash brush had been 
applied to the fences and stables. 
The mile track was in excellent 
condition. 

Visitors from other states 
were surprised that the Phila
delphia crowd did -not show more 
appreciation for the track. When 
41 years before, the ground was 
purchased, the city boys said it 
was too far out in the country. 

Of the horseshoers and wheel
wrights who did business in the 
vicinity, Thomas J. Fleming was 
the last. His shop, located almost 
opposite the General Wayne, was 
built of stone before the Revolu
tion. John Odell,owner of the G~n
.eral Wayne, wanted to save it 
from the wreckers when they 
cleared the site for the present 
gas station. However, the cost 
of moving the historic structure 
across Montgomery Ave was es
timated at $3,500, and Odell had 
no place to put it, anyhow. 
· One shop still remains. This 

is on the property at 1256 Mont
gomery Ave., Narberth, where 
John Super (1836-1903) and his 
brother Robert plied theirtradeas 
blacksmith. The forge and bellows 
were removed about 30 years ago. 

Track Is Soul, 
The Belmont Driving Club was 

incorporated in 1888 with paid-in 
·capital of $100,000. It had as many 

- as 300 members at one time. 
The operation was not pro

hors e, Joe Bellman (best time, 2:15¼). Sulky has the small fitable during the last !ew years 
pneumatic-tire wheels instead of high wheels with iron tires of for reasons mentioned m the be-
earlier days. BELMONT PARK 

Continued on Next Page 
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Tales Of Belmont 
Continued from Preceding Page 

ginning. in the Spring of 1924 the 
track was rented for automobile 
racing. Some of these races were 
spectacular in that they were paced 
by an airplane. The last auto race 
was on Sept. 18, 1924. A week 
later, a majority of the stock
holders voted to sell the park. 

Martin Maloney, real estate 
developer, offered $300,000 for 
the 71-acre site. Streets werelaid 
out and homes were built. The 
community is now known as Merion 
Park. 

A public sale was held of the 
buildings and equipment. There 
was spirited bidding for tropies 
on the part of harness horse rac
ing fans, who cherished memories 
of the famous track. The club 
house, originally built in two sec
tions, was moved to other sites in 
the neighborhood and are now 
single-family homes. · 

Track Characters 
We don't have space to tell all 

the stories we haveheardaboutthe 
track, but we'll squeeze in three 
of our favorites. 

In st. Denis' Cemetery facing 
Wynnewood Rd. are two monuments 
with tall shafts side by side. One, 
towering some 30 feet, is only 
slightly taller than the other. 

There were once two Irishmen. 
One was Mike Goodwin and the 
other was Ed Gallagher. They 
came here from the Emerald Isle, 
made a lot of money and each 
tried · to outdo the other, though 

bosom friends. 
Goodwin nursed to.fame the out

standing racing trotter, Maud s. 
He made so much money on his 
venture that he went to Philadel
phia and bought the old Bingham 
House. He lived a full life during 
his 54 years until the year 1880, 
when they carried him away to st. 
Denis'. 
MIKE OUTDONE 

Gallagher, though the elder of 
the pair by two years, survivetl 
his friend by a full quarter of a 
century. He often visited the grave 
of his countryman and viewed the 
noble shaft above it with envy. 

"Some day", he vowed, "when 
my time comes, I'm going to have 
myself buried alongside of Mike, 
but my tombstone is going to be 
bigger -,-and finer." 

Gallagher's time ·came in the 
fullness of years, aged 81. They 
laid him to rest right alongside 
of Mike, and, as provided for in 
his will, the marble shaft was 
built towering to the height of a 
three-story building. Gallagher, 
often outdone by his friend while 
alive, prevailed over Mike in 
death. 
HAYBELLY CHARLIE 

Haybelly Charlie gave his whole 
life to horses. Nobody kriew him 
by any other name, and the same 
might be said about Crooked Neck 
Dan, Manayunk Joe and certain 
other "swipes" who were familiar 
characters around the old Belmont 
Driving Park. 

The grooms were called 

~ 
~ 

~ 
C:, 

~ 
~ ...... 

~ 
..... ' 
~ 

I:',. 

1' 
~ 

f ·v 
~~ 

LAST BLACKSMITH SHOP, still standing on Montgomery Ave. 

"swipes'' from swiping down the 
horses after a workout or race. 

They lived with the horses, 
slept with them and .traveled with 
them. Like many a good horse
. shoer, most of them were inebri- · 
ates, but they loved horses. 

In the days of Belmont Park, 
horse transportation was by freight 
car and the loading platform was . 
at Cyn;wyd station. Three . horses 

were loaded at each end of the 
car, all six facing the. center 

BELMONT PARK 
Continued• on Next Pclge 

Congratulations 

.NARBERTH 
On 75 Wonderful Yearsl 

CONGRESSMAN LARRY COUGHLIN 

My Warmest Wishes 

For Continued Prosperity 

and Accomplishments; 

I'm Proud 

to Represent You 

m the U. S. Congress. 
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BELMONT T RACK CLUB HOUSE was built in two sections 
and moved in two sections to serve as dwellings. 

Tales Of Belmont 
Continued from Preceding Page 

where the hay and oats were placed 
and where the grooms stretched 
out. Nowadays the horses are 
transported in vans costing as 
much as $45,000 each and carrying 
as many animals as the freight 
cars did. 

The grooms may have been 
drunks and roustabouts on the 

whole, but most of them were 
trainers at heart, frustrated by 
circumstances, and some evenhad 
a formal education. 

Haybelly Charlie, for example, 
could not be induced to talk of his 
past. But one informant told us. 
that when he was a high school· 
lad, the paunchy groom used to 

to a gfteat tow~ 

ott tfo 7Sth bucthda~ 

Wheeler-Williams, Inc. 
Real Estate 

402 Lancaster Avenue 
Haverford 

Ml 9-2800 

help him with his Cicero and could ·' t · 
read Latin as readily as though 
it were English and could trans
late it just as fluently. 
NEVER RACED FOR STAKES 

Some of the fastest horses bred 
in these parts were never entered 
in the Belmont races. 

The late Luther c . Parsons, 
for example, owned harness horses 
that were among the finest in 
Lower Merion but he never raced 
one for stakes. 

It was a common s ight even in 
Colonial times to see horses and 
drivers use the roads for test s of 
speed and it is said that is how 
Race st. in Philadelphia (originally 
Sassafrass St.) got its name. 

Parsons would take his t r otters 
out on the dirt highways and arouse · 
the admiration and envy of horse 
fanciers who saw him fly past. 
One day he was hailed by one of 
the sporting gentry who wanted. 
to make a deal for Parsons' trot
ter so that he could race it at 
Belmont. Parsons wasn't inter
ested and left the horse fancier 
puzzled. 

As he drove off, a bystander 
approached the baffled gent and 
explained: "There's a man who 
has the fastest horse in the whole 
Philadelphia area, but he won't 
enter it." · 

"I don't understand" remark- THOMAS AGNEW is the brawny smithy shown in this old photo 
ed the stranger. ' of the Super blacksmith shop mentioned in article. Photo was taken 

"Well,youseethatlittlebuild,;. 80 years ago. Shop is still standing. William R: F. Bicking is the 
ing on the hill? That's a Sunday d. d • th d b 
School. He's the superintendent." · u e in e er Y· --------------------------

Bumi ng Of Grangers Camp 
In Narberth Lit Up Sky 

The memories of the late Richard J, . Hamilton of Ardmore 
went back to the 1870' s and one of the events that always 
remained with him was the burning of the Grangers Camp 
on Haverford Ave. more than 90 years ago. 

He was living in Gladwyne at 
the time, he told this writer one women cooked on communal stoves. 
night while in a -reminiscent mood They brought their blankets with 
following one of the Horse Com- them and hampers of food, prin-
pany's oyster feasts. cipally preserves and hams. 

"We could see _the sky lit up "They went to town on the 
from the windows of our parlor," steam cars, usually alighting at 
he said. "Grangers Camp was Mantua Station, which was where 

t al Haver~ord Ave op the railroad division to New York s rung ong ,, ., -
" posite the railroad station. The begins now. The Grangers saw 

place was called Elm then. The President U. s. Grant, Dom Pedro, 
camp. was a row of one..:story emperor of Brazil; Machinery 
whitewashed wooden buildings. Hall, various State buildings and 

exhibits. · 
Shacks, really. Burned out com- "Then they returned home to 
pletely from one end to the 0ther • · tell all their friends what a won
Many persons thought someone 

' touched it off as the best way to derful time they had. I'm certain 
get rid of_ them." they thought so. 

"After the Centennial closed, 
"Whe_n did this :happen?" the Grangers' camp- remained. 
"In January, 1877, right after Hoboes jumped off freight trains 

the Centennial. Some of the farm- . slowly chugging up the grade from 
ers' granges had erected the camp City Line and exercised squatters' 
so their memberl? in the western rights. 
part of the state and Midwest might '' As I said, we could see the 
visit the exposition. Few could glare in the sky from the fire .. .. 
afford hotel accommodations at all the way over in Merion Square. 
Whitehall, the General Wayne or My father and I didn't know what 
the Maplewood Inn. In fact, about it was so we hitched our horse 

.RIVALS IN DEATH -- Ed and all most of them could do was to and buggy and drove in that di-'=============================- Mike are buried in St. Denis scrape up enough cash to buy rail- rection. _ road excursion ticket.s. "That was the Grangers' camp 
· · · Cemetery. Ed wanted to be bur- "Each family no matter how at Narberth. It may not have ended 

~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII~ ied near Mike, but wanted his large, · had one 'room. Lavatory in a blaze of glory but ·it ended 

§ §_s_h_a_ft_t_ob_e_t_a_ll_e_r_. ________ f_a_c1_·1_it_ie_s_w_er_e~p~r_i_m_i_t_w_e_._._t_h_e __ m·_a_b_l_az_e~•~al_l_r_i~g_ht_._" ____ _ 
= = 
~ ---no.- ~ § M::~~iS ~ 
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§ standard of personalized service, availa- § I ble to all, regardless of family income. I 
- -- -- -- -I Andrew J. Bair & Son. I 
- FUNERAL DIRECTORS -
§ H. Blair Anthony, President § 
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More people buy TV GUIDE each week to read about television 
than buy any other magazine to read about anything else. 

I.Y. 
AMERICA'S BIGGEST SELLING WEEKLY MAGAZINE 
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Has Lived In Narberth Since 1897 House Cost $3000 To Buil<J, 
--- ---- - ----------
John Miller's Dad Was Toll-Keeper On Pike 

BY_ ALLEN- TWIFORD 
Before the turn of the century, when Montgomery Ave. was part of a turnpike leading 

from Philadelphia to Bryn Mawr, and when Narberth was Elm Station, people travelled 
by bicyde or horse drawn carriages. These are among the earliest memories of John 
Miller, 111 Forrest Ave. 

Miller came to Narberth in 1897 out bothering adults and without 
when he was two years old after spending their money. 

"Baseball was the main. his father was hired as toll-keeper. 
Montgomery Ave. was then hard- summer activity and the equipment 
surfaced, while the rest of the was home-made. Baseballs were 
roads in the area were ribbons of made from rags wrapped around 
dust or mud, depending on the time a stone and then sewed. The bat 
of year. People paid 2 cents toll was a whittled fence-post. Nobody 

had a glove. 
for a single team of horses and 4 "Footballs were made from a 
cents for a double team to enjoy 
the luxury of paving. Cyclists got small burlap sack stuffed with rags 
off with a one-cent toll. and sewed to the right shape. When 

Miller recalls that summer we tired of playing ball there was 
always mumblety-peg played with 

would bring constant streams of a sharpened stick or clasp knife." 
cyclists from Philadelphia clubs 
wheeling to Valley Forge. In their "Family life was different too. 
heyday the clubs would take up to Everybody's activities centered 
100 rides through the town each around the family group. The kids 
hour. crowds of cyclists wearing didn't have one life and the parents• 
knee-breeches, open shirts and another. As I grew up I learned 
special cycling shoes stopped at a respect for my parents, mostly 
refreshment stand called the because they set a good example 
Cyclers Rest at Essex and Mont- and partly from getting the back 

of their hand across my face when gomery to buy soda, cakes 
and candy. I defied them. Honesty and respect 

The townspeople also used bi- were their greatest lessons. I 
cycles extensively. wonder how many of today's chil-

Narberth's streets were un- dren are having that drummed into 
paved before World War I. A their heads." 
boardwalk was built along the east ENTERTAINMENT IN STREETS 
side of the street. It was raised "The nickelodeon was a long 
a foot above the road surface and walk away so the young people 
ran from the station to Narbertli' roped off Haverford Ave. for sum-

mer parties and dancing. After the 
Ave. war the dances moved to the fire-
CHILD UPBRINGING •house," Miller says. "The 

"Children grew up differently churches helped too with straw-' 
them," says Mr. Miller. "We berry festivals, suppersandmeet
didri't depend on the community or ings. The civic association had a 
the schools to entertain us and Narberth Day Fete and Historical 
arrange our recreation. We were Pageant so there was always some
expected to amuse ourselves with- thing to do." 

Henry Doll QJ Narberth 

Civil War's Last Navy Man 
Narberth ' s Memorial Day 

parades in the past were • often 
headed by a tall Civil War 
veteran -- he was six foot 
tlree -- whQ was not only the 
Main Line's last G.A.R. sur
vivor,• but also was said to 
be the last of the Union's 
iron men who fought in wood
en ships during the War Be
tween the States. 

He was Henry Doll, father of 
Jeanette Doll, with whom he lived 
in Narberth. Following a fall in 
1941, he was taken to the U. s. 
Naval Hospital and was unable to 
take part in Narberth's Memorial 
Day parades again. 

Doll lived to celebrate his 99th 
birthday on Jan. 22, 1947, but 
died two weeks later and was 
buried on Lincoln's Birthday. 
FATHER WORE GRAY 

Doll was a Southerner. While 
he himself wore the blue during 
the War Between the states, his 
father wore the gray. 

His father was killed at Gettys
burg, fighting with theConfederate 
Army, while he himself was serv
ing under Admiral Farragut on 
the Hartford, Farragut's flagship. 
Henry Doll later was wounded by 
a Confederate shell while a mem
ber of the crew of the monitor 
Winnebago at the battle of Mobile 
Bay. 

The senior Doll, a Louisianian, 
had gone off to join the stars and 
Bars at the outbreak of the war. 
Henry was 14 -when Farragut's 
fleet captured New Orleans. The 
lad, who had served as a cabin boy 
on Mississippi steamboats, fell 
in love with Yankee ships and 
enlisted. While serving as a powder 
monkey, he met a young ensign in 
the fleet. The officer's name was 
George Dewey, later Adm i r a 1 
_Dewey, 

THE LAST MAN -- Henry 
Doll of Narberth was the last 
GAR veteran on -the Main Line 
and the last survivor of those 
who se~vedin the Union Navy. 

pleasure that I am here today to 
greet a Navy man who has sur
vived _a hectic· career.in the Naval 
Service during the days of,wooden 
ships and iron men. 

"For you to have served under 
such an illustrious Naval leader 
as Admiral David 0, Farragut 
was an honor of which I am en
_yious." 

On his 99th birthday, Jan. 22, 
1947, Rear AdmiraT R. Briggs 
brought him a telegram conveying 
the congratulations of the- . late 
Secretary of Navy Forrestal. Vice 
Admiral J. L. Kauffman, Com
mandant of the Fourth Naval Dis-
trict, told him: 
· "It is with a great deal of 

Art Interest 
Unites Group 

An aspiring mem_ber of the 
Narberth Group for the Creative 
Arts need not be an artist, He may 
be a lawyer, a politician, a busi
nessman, a teacher or a laborer. 
He may be an experienced painter 
or sculptor, or his creative skill 
may be limited to a new coat of 
paint in the guest room, 

The one requirement for ad
mission to the organization is 
interest -- in the arts, in pro
moting enthusiasm for the arts 
throughout the community. 

A widowed octogenarian, for · 
instance, started to paint just a 
couple of years ago. She is nov. 
one of the club's most enthusi
astic boosters, and is, in addition, 
becoming an accomplished painter. 

NGCA, which now has in the 
neighborhood of 80 members, grew 
out of the first Memorial Day Art 
Exhibit held at the Narberth Play
ground in 1957, The committee 
which had planned the exhibit, 
headed by Narberth art teacher 
Margaret Gassner, met later in 
the Fall to discuss plans for form
ing a permanent art group, 

Enthusiasm for the organiza: 
tion grew, and NGCA attracted 
both professional and amateur art~ 
ists, along with those who simply 
wanted to help promote art appre
ciation, 

Activities were expanded to 
include a fall membership exhibit -
at the Narberth Library, which 
subsequently turned into a yearly 
event. A monthly exhibit by the 
"artist of the month'' became a 
tradition. Members' paintings 
were loaned for display at area 
schools, hospitals and convales
cent homes. 

This year's annual show will' 
open Sunday at the Library and 
continue into November. In com
memoration of the Borough's 75th 
anniversary, members will also 
display paintings of Narberth, past 
and present, in local stores. 

A house of this quality, with mansard roof, cost $3,000 when 
the first homes were built in Narberth. By 1910, Walter Bassett 
Smith was asking $8,000 and up for a middle-class home with 
garage, 

[u](B CJOJQ]lli \3 
[])llimflilllffi®)J 

Complete Drug and Sickroom Service 

I I 
Prompt Delivery -

r, East Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood 

With best 75th 
• anniversary 

wishes to 
Narberth 

WY.nnewood 
Park 

Apartments 
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Borough's Playground Is Intensively Used By All Ages 
The investment of Narberth in its six-acre playground 

has paid off handsomely. The decision to buy the tract 
was reached in 1922, and a $30,000 bond issue to 1finance 
the purchase was approved by the voters. 

It is a busy center. 
In one corner is the Commun

ity Building, which houses the 
town's popular library. It provides 
quarters for local organizations 
such as the Women's Community 

Building Paid For 
With YMCA Funds 

Clubs, the American Legion and The Narberth YMCA ceased to 
the Girl Scouts. function as an organization in 1920 

Every Fourth of July it is the and its sizeable building, which 
mecca of thousands who come 'still stands at the corner of Ha- · 
for the town's Independence Day erford and Forrest Aves., was put 
celebration, which is held on the up for sale. 
playground. The climax of the The funds for the Community 
celebration, the fireworks display, Building on the Narberth Play
is viewed by an average of 25,000 ground were contributed from the 
spectators who fill the grounds and sale of the y property. The build
view the display from vantage ing was completed in 1925. 
points in the vicinity. (See page 
of pictures on another page.) 

The Fielcf House provides C l Of R • 
dressing rooms for teams, also OS unn1ng 
locker and shower facilities. Narberth In 1891 The basketball courts are in 
use all year round, and are well-
lighted for evening games. The 
baseball field with its grandstand 
is the scene of many a thrilling 
game, and as many as six leagues 
in a season have used the facil
ities, from pony teams to players 
of post-college age. 

The six well-maintained tennis 
courts are open throughout the 
Spring, Summer and Fall, and are 
popular with teen-agers and adults 
alike. 

When Narberth was still a part · 
of Lower Merion, the home owners 
had to pay for their own refuse· 
collection, street lighting, side
walks and crosswalks. 

The home owners called them-, 
selves the Narberth Association of 
Elm, and their treasurer reported. 
the following expenses for the year 
on Oct. 14, 1891: 

Under the trees are located Collection of ashes $127,'S0i 
the swings, slides, teeter-totters CQllection of garbage 42.00 
and other recreation. equipment Printing Reward cards 2.00 
for the young ones, and during the Books for secretary 1.25 
summer supervised programs for . Cleaning .lot on Essex ,Ave. 1.25 
the children are conducted, ·with Fee returned Mr. Huber 1.00 
trained recreation leaders in Fire extinguisher, 6 bulbs 20,00 
charge. Printing By-laws 10.00 

Playground activities are in Three lamps 1.50 
charge of the Narberth Recreation 22 chairs 16.50 
Board, a five-member body ap- Whistles ~.00 
pointed by the Mayor. The Bor- Sidewalk lumber, labor 9.60 
ough Property Committee of the Postcards, postage, printing31.12 
Council is responsible for the 
maintenance. Total $269,52 

BOROUGH'S BUSY PLAYGROUND -- In the foreground is the baseball park. The tennis 
courts and basketball courts are seen in the upper part of the photograph. Shrubbery hides the 
Community Building, Field House and recreational facilities for the youngsters. 

Serving Delavvare County and Main Line communities 

• SEPTA city transit lines 

• SEPTA Red Arrow Division bus and rail lines 

• Penn Central rail commuter lines 

for conr,enlent, economlcal tr1111sport11tlo11 

SEPTR 

SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
Working to bring you more and better regional public transportation 
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The Manageme-nt and Business Firms of The 

Wynnewood 
Shopping Center 

1 express appreciation to our close neighbors 

in Narberth for their generous patronage and 

extend our warmest greetings 
"" 'i/ ' ~ 

to the Borough on its 75th Anniv~rsary 

.---THE WYNNEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER---, 

WYNNEWOOD PHARMACY THE GI FT SHOP DOCKTOR'S PET CENTER 

KIP'S COFFEE SHOP ORANGE CLEANERS CAPEZIO AND THINGS, INC. 

MAURICE MEN'S APPAREL ELEANOR HAYDEN BEAUTY SHOPPE BAKER'S SHOES 

HORN & HARDART GIANNINI JEWELERS JOHN WANAMAKER 

TRONCELLITI BARBER SHOP GERMANTOWN SAVINGS BANK BONWIT TELLER 

MORASCO SHOE SERVICE DOROTHY HENRIE MILLINERY SHOP GAULT GALLERIES 

PENN FRUIT COMPANY HANSCOM BAKERY UNITED STATES POST OFFICE 
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Churches 
Antedate 
Borough 

When Narberth became a 
bcrough, there were already 
three established churches 
within the corporate limits. 

One was for Baptists, one for 
.Presbyterians and one for Metho-. 
dists. The Catholics established 
a parish 70 years ago (see 
separate story), and the Lutherans 
organized a church in 1921. 

Episcopalians, as a rule, go to 
All Saints Church, immediately 
north of the town, in Wynnewood. 

The Baptist Church of the Evan
gel was the first to get organized. 
It was established south of the 
tracks in what was then called 
Elm, and it is still the only church 
in the south side of the town. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Presbyterians founded 

their church one month after the 
Baptists did, on June 2, 1891, with 
nine charter members, They met at 
the home of Charles E. Kreamer, 
and before the year was up, they 
dedicated their first church struc
ture on Nov. 24, 1891. 

It was a frame building, and 
four years later it was burned to 
the ground, as told elsewhere in 
pictures. A new stone structure 
was built and was ready for ser
vices by September, 1897. 

The present church edifice at 
Windsor and Grayling Aves., was 
dedicated March 3, 1957, The 
mortgage was burned less than five 
years later, and the last payment 
on the organ was made . in 1965. 

METHODIST CHURCH 
When ground was broken in 1929 

for the present building, the Great 
Depression was not far off, The 
plan to make final payment inl837 
appeared reasonable at the time, 

As noted in an article else
where in this issue, it was not 
until ·1951 that the church was able 
to burn its mortgage. 

The celebration of the 75th 
anniversary of the chartering of 
the church and the dinner program 
brought together the congregation 
and others from the community 
whose families were charter mem
bers when. churches of their own 
denomination had not yet been 
founded in Narberth. 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The youngest of Narberth 
churches, Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church,was organized in 1921. It 
first met in the Narberth YMCA 
Building, and on September 7, 1924, 
the cornerstone for the building at 
Narberth and Woodbine Aves. was 
laid by the Rev, E. A. McLinn, 
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TOWN'S PROTESTANT OiUROiES -- At the top (left) is the 
Presbyterian Church and (right) Holy Trinity Lutheran The 

its founder and first pastor. 
The Rev. Cletus A. Senft took 

over as pastor in 1926 and, aside 
from .a leave of absence during 
World War II, when he was a 
Navy chaplain with the Seabees in 
the South Pacific, he served the 
Narberth church until 1963. 

Since its founding, the church 

has been enlarged and refurbished 
twice, and church officials, plan
ning for a 50th anniversary in 
1972, hope to make further reno
vations within the next year. 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
A meeting of Baptists was call

ed in May, 1891, at the homeofthe 

Baptist Church of the Evangel is in the center, and the United 
Methodist Church is immediately above. 

Rev. Thomas c. Trotter Jr., who 
lived on Woodside Ave. near what 
was then called Readrah Ave. (now 
continuation of Essex Ave,). It 
was decided to build a house of 
worship, and no time was lost in 
acting on that decision, 

The cornerstone for the 
original church building was laid 

in the Fall of that yeat, and the 
church was formally opened on 
April 14, 1892. 

The present church auditorium 
was added at the corner of Nar
berth and Elmwood Aves., adjoin
ing the church in 1923, and both 
this and the educational building 
were dedicated in November, 1924. 
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If it looks familiar , 
it should 

This is what our building looked like 67 years We at Gillis & Moore have been continuing 

ago when the first owners supplied Narberth and individual concern for the customer since 1922 

the surrounding area with coal, wood and building with dependable heating and air conditioning ser-

supplies. Since that time, appearances have changed vice, and we are very proud of the fact that we 

but one thing has remained constani--Old Fashioned are playing a part in the growing community of 

concern for every customer. Narberth. 

258 Haverford Avenue Narberth 

Heating Oil And Heating Equipment 

Sales and Service 
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RADIO DISPATCHED DELIVERY - MOhawk 4-2430 
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AimOfNICE 
Is Borough 
Improvement . 

From LeturheaJ Of NICE City Boarders Accommodat;ed 

lmix>rtant among the many 
features which make the 
Borough attractive to 
v1s1tors is the cleanliness 
of its neighborhoods and the 
ptide which Narberth resi~ 
dents show in their homes 
and;their. community. 
. Flowers line the . streets in work and powers of persuasion of 
public places. Benches provide a the NICE volunteers. 
resting place for shoppers and NICE began just when Lower 
travellers awaiting their trains. Merion's Neighborhood Improve
Litter is swept up and cartedawayl ment Program, also known as the 
before it can become offensive, 1 Needless Invasion of Privacy, was 
even noticeable. And all this is, stirring up a storm of controversy. 
chiefly, the work of a group of Quietly, without any of the talk of 
volunteers. · Federal money, codes inspectors 

These same volunteers set up or social uplift which accompanied. 
a Borough.Christmastreewhenthe NIP, NICE got underway. 
Yule season arrives, and during FffiST PROJECT 
the summer they weed and water', Its first project was to improve 
the public flower beds, each family. a 26-foot traffic island on Haver
accepting this responsibility for a ' ford Ave. Working with no funds, 
week. and unable to anticipate any fund-

They call themselves NICE, the cing in the future, the NICE volun
Narberth Improvement and Clean-• tee rs contacted civic-minded mer
Up Endeavor, and what seemed •chants and contractors and 
. three years ago to be ari over- managed to lay a flagstone walk, 
whelming task has itselfbeenover- plant trees and flowers and install 
whelmed by the enthusiasm, hard; .a bench there. 

Narberth Beverage Co. 

. Their next project was the. 
elimination of a field of weeds 
which had long been an eyesore 
along the westbound railroad 
tracks. Again, without any fanfare,. 
the project was completed, and 
Narberth can now boast a public 
garden of rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, dogwoods, and sea
sonal flowers. 

NICE is still going strong, 
waging a continuing battle against 
litter in the Borough and tending 
to the public gardens. It has also . 
earned recognition for its work 
·from the Men's Garden Club of 
Delaware Valley, which awarded1 

the group its Certificate of Honor 
for its promotion of civic pride 
in property and grounds by resi .. 
dents and commercial establish
ments in Narberth. 

Jos. c.· Adelizzi. ·Jr. 
·844 Montgomery. Aye. ~ a~~ ~@[l[p) [p)~[laW~OOV 

Narber.th BEER SODA 
Domestic & Foreign. 

•PENNA. DUTCH BIRCH BEER•24 HOUR ICE 

l*OUICK PICK-UP SERVICE•CASES •CANS• KEGS 

MO 4 - 3652 

Photo by H. Ross Watson 

THIS MAN KNOWS 
SHOTGUNS! 

That's why he's using a KRIEGHOFF 

He knows that the fine havarian 
craftsmanship will give him thousands 
of rounds of pattern-perfect shooting. 

His 'KRIEG' is built tough, strong 
and beautiful. l•t' s perfectly balanced, 
swinging straight and smooth on the 
target. 

Whaf s your ··game? Skeet, Trap or 
Pigeon? Whatever it 1s, you'll shoot 
better and With greater confidence 
with aKRIEGHOFF·at your shoulder. 

Get your hands on one. They're 
winners. 

DANIEL TITUS 
- Shooting Specialties -

119 Morlyn A venue 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Quality Arms. New & Used. Guns shown by appointment only. Please call 

LAS-8829 

At $6, But Without Bath 
Elm, now ·Narberth, "is a favorite locality for summer 

,.boarders, and superior accommodations for about 100 
exist in the vicinity of the station," it was noted in an 
illustrated volume published by the Passenger Department 
.of th_e Pennsylvania Railroad in 1875. 

The accommodations were 
heavily taxed the following year, 
1876, because that was not only 
the year of the Centennial cele
bration in Philadelphia, but it was 
also the year in which the Belmont 
Driving Park just north of the 
Borough was opened. 

The Pennsy's book extolled the. 
"beautiful scenery, pure water and 
salubrity of atmosphere'' of the1. 
Main Line in those days before ex.:. 
pensive pollution of air and 
streams. 
NO BATHTUBS, RUNNING WATER 

But what about the boarding 
houses themselves? A historian 
who remembered those boarding 
houses about the time when city 
folk spent their summer vacations 
in the "country" had this to say: 

"In these hygienic days, it is 
curious to consider that the most 
refined and well-to-do people spent 
long hot summers in these old 
boarding houses without a bath tub 
or running water of any kind, all 
water being carried from the pump 
to thi;! rooms. 

"While today such conditions 
are considered civically unmoral 
for the poorest and best, the 
'boarders' were really fine people, 
spiritually, mentally and physic
ally. It would seem as if bathing 
is more of an aesthetic pleasure 

VISITORS to 1876 Centen
nial sought boarding houses in 
vicinity of Narberth. 

than a sanitary necessity, modern 
theories notwithstanding. Our 
sturdy old colonial ancestors prob
ably never bathed all winter; how · 
could they, with no heat in their 
houses except an open wood fire 
and an occasional iron stove in the 
living room?" 
AN EXCEPTION 

One boarding house within a 
mile of Elm station, on Meeting
house Lane, advertised a bath, 
with hot and cold water. It would 
give rates only in private. This 
was Larchdale Place, of which the 
following description was given in 
the 1875 Pennsylvania Railroad 
book: 

"Three-fourths of a mile from. 
station on Meeting-House Lane. 
Refitted throughout; gas, bath, hot 
and cold water. Lawns, shade, 
fruit trees, good stabling (including 
box stalls). Limited number of 
guests. For terms and information, 
address Mr. W. A. Boyle, Clerk's 
Box, Philadelphia Postoffice." 

Rates at the "Maplewood," 
operated by Mrs. Lehman, were 
double what ordinary boarding 
houses charged, but it did not ad
vertise baths. This is the notice 
for the Maplewood: 

''Three-fourths of a mile from 
station. Open May 1st. Accommo
dations for 40 persons. Rates, $16 
to $25 per week. Children, in 
rooms with parents, $7 per week. 
Nurses, $6 per week. Carriages 
will be sent to station for guests, 
by request (stating train) by mail, 
to Mrs. Lehman, Academy Post
office, Montgomery County, Pa." 

Rates at "Elm Mansion" were 
more reasonable. The charge for 
room and board ranged from $6 
to $12 per week. Mrs, Caroline 
E, WVson was the proprietess of 
this establishment, which was 
three minutes walk from the sta
tion. Good lawns and shade were 
the principal attraction. 

Then, of course, there was the 
General Wayne Hotel, James 
Baird, proprietor. The notice gave 
these details: "Half-mile from 
station. Open all the year. Accom
modations for 35 persons. Rates, 
$8 to $10 per week. Restaurant 
attached to hotel. Will meet guests 
at Merion or Elm with carriage, 
if requested by mail to Academy 
Post-office, Montgomery County, 
Pa. 

All the above used the Academy 
Post Office or the Philadelphia 
post office. Narberth, or Elm, did 
not have its own post office at the 
time. ' 

•:·,.~.y~~-~:;_;_;~;_;_:_;_; __ :;:::.:.:::.:.~_; __ ;_-~·-·.·.·.·:.·.-~·-·.·::.·:.:_::·.::•:•:·:·:::::·:·:-:-:·:·:-_::-:·:·:::-;-~:::·:::·:·:·:•:•:•:·:·:::·::::::::r:~:-:·:::_~~:: 

Warmest wishes to Narberth 

on it's 75th Birthday from 

P. BECCIA, INC. 

Members of the Main Line Board, State Association, 
National Association and lntemationa.1 Association of 
Real Estate Boards. · Sel I ing finer homes and I arge 
estates for over 45 years i,n the Main Line. From Multiple 
Listing Service, we have over 600 homes from $30,000 
to over $700,000. Most of these better homes do not have 
a For Sale Sign, and in order for you to find out ,which 
homes are available, call and tell us what type of home 
you desire and the price. We have experienced salesmen 
to take care of your needs, In business for 45 years. 

P. BECCIA, INC., REAL TOR 
711 Montgomery Avenue Merion, Pennsylvania 

MO 4-4537 TE 9-6411 
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Rothman 
Uniform Company 

2601 Edgemont Ave., Parkside 

Specializing In 
Fast Service And Fit, 
For Band , Police And 
Fireman's Uniforms 

I Call TR 4-7145 I 
"GET A HORSE!" -- Harry L. Hartman was living on Dudley Ave., Narberth, when this snapshot 1------------------

was taken of himand his I-ate father, William H. Hartman, changing a tire on a clinch rim in 1917. 
The 1:913 White also had a truck body which could be mounted on the chassis. 

•· 
Pip - Pip, 

Carry On, 

and Congratulations 

to the 

Hamlet of Narberth 

on its jolly good 

75th Anniversary ... 

and during the 

celebration 

be sure to Visit 

Gatsby§ 

a 

Distinguished 

Dining Room 

and British Bar 

Happy 
Narberthing! 

.Protect your family, home and 
• . possessions 

•Locks changed •Locks & Door 
Keys mode Checks repoired 

•Burglar-proof •Bonded and Mo,n L:nr s 

MASTER locks installed Insured Service 

• YE.\l{SLEY~S 
LOCKSMITH 

• Safes serviced, combinations changed 
Pont Reading Rd. at Belmont Ave. 
Aidmore Pcl(k Ml 2-2262 

Money 
isn't everything. 

But if it has to do with money, 
we offer just about everything. 

6 Savings Instruments, 
3 Passbooks and 3 Certificates 

paying 4½% to 5¾%
Checking Accounts
HighFashion Checks 

Cash Reserve Checking Accounts 
Revolving Cash-Personal Loans 
Christmas and Vacation Clubs 

Personal Trust Services 
Safe Deposit Facilities 

Rrst Pennsylvania Bank 
The First Pennsylvania Banking and Trust Company 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

C 
to the 

Borough ofNarberth 

on its 75th Anniversary 

James N. Lutz 
REALTOR - INSUROR 

301 Pf1rsons Ave., BalaCynwyd 

Phone: MOhawk 4-1148 

SUBURBAN SQUARE 

Pays Tribute 

To Narberth 

On Its 

Diamond 

Anniversary 

JOHN M. BREEN Manager 
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Route OJ Columbia Railroad Traced In Narberth Vicinity 

Sing Sing Prisoners -Hewed Blocks For Old Rail Ties· 
Many relics of the old Columbia Railroad are still found 

hereabouts, mainly the stone blocks hewn by prisoners of 
Sing Sing to carry the rails. Some still have the iron 
·"chairs'' embedded in them. One of the stone blocks has 
bee-n mounted in front of the Ardmore Junior High School, 
on the site of the original railroad route. 

"Bowman's Bridge here car
ried the old Lancaster Rd, over 
the Columbia Railroad; and seems 
to have formed a stopping place 
on the railroad. 

"In a notebook of the early 
thirties, kept by my father, is a 
sketch of this 'Bowman's Bridge,'· 
there mentioned as a 'Road bridge You see these blocks marking. 

driveways, They are embedded in 
walls, The war memorial in Nar
berth is built of them. 

In 1920, a group of Philadelphia 
and Main Line historians under
took to follow the line of the 
Columbia Railroad to seek re
maining traces, 

carrying the old Lancaster Rd, 
"Leaving the Bala Ave. curve, over the Pennsylvania Railroad at 

the line followed a tangent passing the 7m stone.' Its span was 26 
to the rear of the Merionville Fire feet, and its width 28 feet, My 
House, and then curved to the father (then aged about 33) called 
right to a tangent following the this 'a neat bridge,' but informs 
southwest side of Montgomery Ave. us that 'the QP's (queen-posts)and 

The following is an excerpt 
from a report prepared atthetime 
by John c. Trautwine Jr., and it 
is taken from a section which 
covers the railroad traces found 
by the group in Narberth ·and 
vicinity, 

"On this last-named curve, straining beams of this bridge 
where Levering Mill Rd, meets are rather too small to look well 
Montgomery Ave, (the old Lan- according to my taste.' 
caster Rd.), the Atlantic Refining "The seven-mile stone, above-
Company, in an excavation for the mentioned, was displayed during 
placing of the gasolene tanks for the building of the Atlantic Re
its new supply station, early in fining Company's service station, 
1922, uncovered, some ten feet but, through the efforts of Mr. 
below the present ground surface, Luther c. Parsons, it was pre
a short length of the old stone-,. served and set up on the opposite 
block substructure, The Refining side of the old Lancaster Rd. 
Company has here set up several "At the corner of Ford Rd. 
of the square stone blocks as a and Parsons Ave., just back from 
memorial of the old railroad~ Montgomery Ave,, Mr, Parsons 

"Just beyond Cynwyd station, • 
the old line followed what is now 
the line of Bala Ave., which here 
describes a sweep, to the left, 
of over 90 degrees, · -:============================~· has built a stone corner post made 

If Johnny can't read, 
we ··don't 

want it to be our fault. 
That 's why our warranty says that we make 

sure children 's glasses last for one year. At least. 
We don 't expect them to break in the first 

place because they're heat-treated for strength . 
But if they do break, a new pair is on us. 

Frames, lenses and fitting . 
This is in line with our policy of selling all our 

children's glasses with a one year guarantee. 
So, if Johnny can't 

read, it's either his own 
fault, his teacher's fault, 
or your fault. 

Ardmore: 

Opticians 

44 Rittenhouse Place 
43 Coulter Ave. 
Ba la°Cynwy d 

45 Bala Shopping Center 
2 Decker Square 

up of the old square stone rail-
road blocks. 

"From Merionville to the Gen
eral Wayne tavern the old line 
(almost perfectly straight) follows 
the western side of Montgomery 
Ave., formerly the old Lancaster 
Rd, . 

"About midway of this stretch, 
the line crossed a stone culvert, 
which still supports Montgomery 
Ave. 

Federal Spring 
"A little west of this is the 

Federal Spring, of historic in
terest, 

"It is said that members of the 
Federal Party foregathered here 
for · ox-roasts and other celebra
tions, and that, when,Washington's 

·.... \_ . . 
army was encamped at Valley 
Forge, an outpost of . it was sta
tioned at this spring. 

"A half-mile beyond Merion
ville the line reached the General 
Wayne Tavern (still in use). Just 
. beyo_nd this, and in convenient 
proximity, stood (and still stands) 
the ancient Friends' Merion meet
ing house. Although it stood a . 
little off the railroad line, it is to 
be feared that the 'puffing Billies' 
of the little old railroad disturbed 
the meditations of Friends. 

Engine House 
"Nearly opposite the General 

Wayne Tavern is a little old but 
well-preserved building, which ap
pears to have been a horse-shoe
ing shop, On John Levering's map 
of Lower Merion (1851) it is 
marked 'Smithy.' The fact that its 
southern end (that facing the old 
.railroad line) is now boarded up, 
suggests that it might once have 
been left open, in order that it 
might serve as an engine house for 
the care of the little old locomo
tives of that day. 

"Just beyond this wssible 
engine house, the old line ·is now 
covered by stables and other build
ings. The square stone blocks are 
in evidence here, and here is found 
also another culvert, similar to 
that mentioned just above. A ten
nis court is being constructed here, 
and we are told that a table will 
be set up, marking the site of this 
old culvert. 

"The old Columbia Railroad 
line here diverged a little to the 
left from Montgomery Ave. (old 
Lancaster Rd.), and· passed first, 
in tangent, along what is now the 
south line of Mr. John Albrecht's 
property. Here the line is on a 
low embankment, much overgrown 
with brush and marked by the usual 
line of trees. 

"Beyond this, the line is quite 
obliterated by the building oper
ations which created the Borough 
of Narberth, and our location of it 
is probably only approximate. It 
does, however, pass across the 
northern corner of the property 
of Mr, Alexander c. Shand, Chief 
Engineer of the Pennsylvania Rail
road, 

"Just beyond Essex Ave, are 
the well-marked remains of the 
two side walls of an old box cul
vert; and beyond this, six well
marked pairs of the square stone 
blocks of one of the two tracks, 

Was It A Stution? 
"Just south of these is a build

ing which Mr. Shand Jr,, is now 
remodeling. There are traditions 
to the effect that this building 
once served as a statiq,R, of the old 
line; but there appears but little 
reason to believe this, unless, in
deed, it were an old road-side 
inn; for these commonly served 
as 'stations' in the early days. 

"Further on, the old line is in 
a shallow cut, It then crosses 
Montgomery Ave., to the site of 
All Saints' Episcopal Church. ·' 

"From Wynnewood Rd. to the 
Lower Merion High School, the 
old railroad line lies to the north 
of Montgomery Ave,, (old Lan
caster Rd.), and is in shallow 
excavation, marked by its char
acteristic double line of trees, 
with brush between, On this stretch 
of the highway, on the north side, 
is still found the nine-mile stone, 

''Immediately beyond the High 
School, the Columbia Railroad line 
re-crosses Montgomery Ave., 
curves to the right and passes by 
a tangent to Ardmore station, 
nearly along the line of Coulter 
Ave." 

public opinion of 

COLUMBIA RAILROAD ROUTE THROUGH NARBERTH -- The shaded line indicates the 
right-of-way of the railroad from 1832 until the route was re-aligned to its present location in 
1950. 

Oliver H. Bair Co. Suburban-West 

EXCELLENT 

Of the mo.re than 1000 families served by The Oliver H. 
Bair Co. Suburban-West new Col?nial Funeral Home: 

94.23% rated our facilities as EXCELLENT 

92.78% rated our personal service as EXCELLENT 

94.96% rated our courtesy as EXCELLENT 

These statistics taken from our actual 
records say more than we ever could, 

..... 
FUNERAL HOME 

301 West Chester Pike. Havertown, Pa • H. Guy Boohar,$up 

@[WOO ~@[ro~00£ iJ[W[!J.\ iIO@[ro~ iI® iI[KI~ 

W@[ro@~OO[F[W[l iI@W[ro @[F [ro£00[;3~00iI[KI 

@[ro a,r~ @a£~@[ro@ J[W[;)Oll~~ 

ffi []ct][]] (D [l(B 

ffi rn [u]W IB rIJffi WW 
Near the Ardmore Movie ~iI@OO~ Parking Same Lot 
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· THIS BLOCK, embedded in concrete with bronze plaque, is in 
front of the Ardmore Junior High School, close to where the right
of-way of the Old Columbia Railroad was_ located. 

The Reinard 
Insurance Agency 

Complete Insurance Service 
For Over One Half Century 

Offices in: Philadelphi~ 

F easterville 
& 

Narberth 

246 Haverford Ave. 

NARBERTH'S WAR MEMORIAL, at the northwest end of the Playgrou.nd, was built of blocks 
which carried the rails of the Old Columbia Railroad in the immediate vicinity . The holes in the 
blocks were for the metal "chairs", which held the rails. 

MO 4-5822 TE 9-3340 

THE MAIN LINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Congratulates The Boro of Narberth 

On Its 75th Anniversary 

And 

Salutes The Busine~s People OfThat Fine Community 

Who Have Supported The Chamber of Commerce 

By Their Membership Through The Years 
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Narberth Players Were League Champions - Year After Year 
First Teams 
Organized 

Before1900 
Charles "Mickey" Burns 

broke ·into the Main Line 
Baseball League in 1916 as 
a catcher for the Narberth 
dub. 

He was 13 years old when he
started for the champions of the 
Main Line, He recalls that • the 
Narberth team.held the champion
ship almost every year from 1918 
to 1924, 

During that time they played 
league ball and many exhibition 
games against semi-pro teai:ns 
sponsored by Philadelphia busi
ness firms. The exhibitions were 
played on Sundays despite the blue 
laws, 

The Narberth players met at 
"Pop" Davis's General Store on 
Haverford Ave, "Pop"wasaspon
sor of the team who often re
warded good batting with a $5 bill. 
He displayed the teams' trophys 
in the store window. 

Bert Bell, former Eagles coach 
and football commissioner, drop
ped into 'Pop's' store frequently, 
He was welcom,ed by local players 
such a:s Bob Crull, who went on to 
referee Rose Bowl and Army-Navy 
football games and, Charles Town
send, who tui;ned down a job with 
the New York Yankees to ta:ke over 
his father's brokerage, 
FffiST. GAMES 

The Narberth team beganplay
ing almost as soon as the borough 
was founded in 1895, The first 
games were playea on an empty 
lot at Narberth Ave, and Price st, 
Later the team used the field at 
the Narberth High School, 

"The Main Line League was 

MAIN LINE CHAMPS Of: 1922 ° 0 Top Row {left to right) 00 

Charles · Harden (Treasurer), Jack Jeffries, Bill Humphries, 
Gene Davis, Quinsy Yowell, Bill Crull (Manager), Bill Newburg 

the oldest of its type in the United Baseball League was organized,_ 
States", said Mickey Burns, "All and 1941, when it declined because 
of the teams in the league were of World War II, the Narberth 
considered tough competi~ion. It Basepall Club_ won 17 pennants, 
took a good team to win the champ- TEMPERS FLARE 
ionship year after year," · 

The Main Line League folded in· The competition among the. 
the mid-50's due to competition league teams was intense, and the. 
from the Penn -Del League. _ ardor of the fans ~ometimes got' 

. But it - is still remembered; out of control: The games we~e ~e-
. 1908 ·when the Main Line; 1ported in length on the front pages 

~ · . .... ,.. . . . ... . . ,., ··· · ····· · ··, ..... .. : .. : .. " . . . 

{Grou_nds Keeper). Bottom Row Charles Townsend~ Walter 
Humphries, Merrit Heckle, Robert Hood, Mickey Burns, John 
Dickey and George Fleck. 

of the Ardmore Chronicle, together 
with the incidents that accompanied· 
them, The umpires for these games 
. had to be made of stern stuff,. 

The cios·e of the baseball sea.: 
• son was usually marked with a 
chicken and waffle dinner at the 
General Wayne Hotel, where-Inn
keeper Odell, an avid baseball fan 
himself, ·saw to it thaJ the-Nar: 
berth,ites \Vere _ feasted in grand 

style, and supplied with an abun
dance of creature comforts, 
· · According· to Our Town for 
Sept, 22, 1922, the total atten
dance at _ Narberth games during 
the season was over 17,000, 

Our TC>_w_n,_ in its issue of June 
--24; 1915, reprinted a glowing art
icle about the local team which 
had appeared in the _ Philadelphia 
North American, · · 
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Theatre Is 
Community 
Undertaking 

Patriotic Fete In 1918 Represented World War I Activities 

Anybody can have fun in 
amateur theatre regardless , 
of his ability . There is . a " 
place for both the talented 
and non-talented either on 
stage or off, with the N ar
berth Community Theatre. 

From its first production, an 
old-time, hiss-the-villain melo
drama entitled "F i r e m an' s 
Flame" to its current play, "Bare
foot in the Park," now in re
hearsal, the NCT has provided 
an opportunity for thespians in 
Lower Merion to discover the 
magic of the theatre. 

There's the fun of rehearsals, 
the feeling of anticipation as you 
get into make-up, the hubub of a 
few last minute rehearsals at a 
back-stage piano, then the tense 
hushed excitement of cast and 
stage crew alike when the lights 
dim .and that first curtain opens. 
· The NCT, which grew out of 
the first PTA follies in 1959, has 
a string of productions to its 
credit. Heavy dramas like the 

PATRIOTIC FERVOR IN 1918 •· A fete was held in Narbrook first prize. It was afterwards auctioned off and bought by a Mr. 
Park on Sept. 27 and 28 and ai:i elaborate parade. This float won Stites. 

aderie and community splrlt, While, 
a production is "in the works," 
the NCT seems to reach out and 
involve many residents_, 

"Glass Menagerie" and "Little ALL WALKS OF LIFE, 
Foxes" have been aiter·nal:ed with For instance, a Narberth School 
·light-hearted Jllusic:i,ls' . such as teacher regularly directs · the 
''Guys and Dolls" and "Damn musical productions whilethecus
Yankees." todian of the school is in charge of 

designing and building the sets. A 
TRYOUTS ALWAYS OPEN Narberth housewife plays the piano 

The first plays were presented for musical shows and her husband 
at the old Narberth School, but directs the small orchestra. Cos.;, 
when that was torn down, the group tumes are sewn by wives and 
used Borough Hall and Narberth. mothers, Even the kids get in the 
,Methodist Church, They returned act in such shows as "Plain and 
:to brand new stage facilities at' Fancy" where there are children's 
the new school in 1963 and have parts. 
produced two or three shows per The Narberth Community 
year on the Narberth stage ever Theatre will participate in the 
since. Tryouts are always open to Narberth 75th celebration this 
the public, week with a scene from its Fall 

The Narberth Community comedy, "Barefoot in the Park", 
Theatre has been a wonderful· and a selection of numbers from 
medium for promoting camar- past musicals, 

\ 

f' u e I o I I 

0E[,8;56LL:S Inn 
A Salute To Narberth on its 75th Anniversary 

Full Course Dinners • Platters 

Sea Food - Steaks - C~ops 

Liquors - Cocktail Lounge 

Ample Parking In The Rear 

242 Haverford Ave. Narberth M04-9066 
;j Ill Ill Ill II Ill Ill Ill I IU Ill I Ill II Ill I Ill I Ill Ill II II IIIIII Ill I Ill Ill Ill Ill Ill Ill II Ill Ill Ill Ill Ill lHll 111111111 ! 111111111111111111 Ill Ill I Ill Ill II Ill II Ill Ill Ill I Ill I Ill I Ill II Ill Ill ~ 

J. J. Skelton & Son 

are proud to send their Congratulations 

to the Borough of Narberth on its 75th Anniversary. 

It has been our pleasure to serve you. 

J·J·SKELTON & SON, INC. 
BRYN MAWR-PENNSYLVANIA 1 9 0 1 0 



PAGE THIRTY-TWO THE ~IN LINE CRRONICLE, NARBERTH 75TH ANNIVE.RSARY THURSDAY,, OCTOBER 8, 1970 

--....;.--------~ \_ ------
C~ tr.£oude n 
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BOUNDARY I.IN£------·----·--------- -------

.J'TEAII RAILROAD - -----------------------------
PROP/1,1£0 TROLLEY LIN£ _____ _______ ___ __ __,,~~-

,STA8E LJNE-------·----•·----·----- ---- ---·----
PUBLIC ROA,D DR ~TREET-------------======== 

PRIVATE ROAD OR DRIYE------- -- ---- - ----------------

ll'AILROAD Cll'O&SINBATtlll'ADE--,--------- • 4 . 
RAJLROAIJ 60/NBUNDER PUBLIC ROAD----=· =· =Z=~-=~-= 
RAILROAD GOING OYER PUBUC ROAD.-,.-- ~ 
STONE BUILDINQ ___ _____ __ ________ ___ ______ ___ _______ ______ C=J 
BRICK BU/lOING-- -- ----------- -------- ---- ----- ---- --- - _liJi 
HALF FRAM£ BU/J.DING--- -·---- --- --- --- ------------ ---rl/:J 

WOOD BUILDING--------- ---- --•--------- -- --- ---- -- ---- -c'.] 
STABLE, BARN Oli' /GE HOUJ"£" ____ _. ___________ __ _____ C81 
EXPRESS or,tC.£: ______ ___ ______ __ __ ___ , ___ , __ __________ • 
TELEGRAPH OF'1GE--- ----- -------- -------- --- ------- ------• 
PUBJ.IC TEl.£PHDNE OFF/C,F_ ____ ______ _______ __ __ '. _, ____ * 
SHEEN HOUSE __ __ ___ -------- ---------------- -------- -- -------· _IIID 

~"""~ 
~UAR RY- ---------------------- ------------ --------·---- --'--- --·-- -\ 1, ', 

ADJOIN/NS PLATE --•-- -- ------ ---' --------:.;~~~~---@ 

WATER MA/NJ' WITH ,f/Z£____ ______ __ __ . _ 

SEWERS ------ ---- -----·- -- -- ------- - 130R• UG1-f 
0 F 

w~n~{mj~:E1WI 

Sc ale 200feet to One Inch. 
'L ,a "4--a %---, :'f" :rr ,., . ff" 

NARBERTH PROPERTY MAP, 1891 
Some of the places of interest ment ioned in thi s supplement are indicated on the above map , 

from an 1897 property at las published by A. tl Mueller, who was the first Burgess of Narberth. 

1- General Wayne Inn, Bu ilt be
fore 1746. 
2. House on Shady Lane, Partly 
buil t of logs, the central pa rt 
served as the L ibertyville 
station of the old Columbia 
Rai I road in the 1830' s and 

1840's. 
3. Markle's milk plant on N. 
Narberth Ave., north of Haver
ford Ave. 
4. Merion Meeting House, dat ing 
from 1695. 
5. Belmont Race Track, to the 

no1 
ma 
tw, 
6. 
Mo 
Inc 
anc 
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~OLD LA NOA STER ROA O) 

rtheast of Narberth, attracted 
ny visitors and boarders be.
een 1874and 1926. 
Indian spring in rear of 1256 

ntgomery Ave., source of 
lian Creek and site of Swedish 
1 Indian trading post. 

I 

7. LibertyvHle blacksmith shoo 
at 1256 Montgomery Ave. . 
8. Site of Montgomery Court 
Apartments . 
9. Toll House on Old Lancaster 
Rd. at Meetinghouse Lane. 
10. Typical house of the late 

19th century . This one stood at 
northwest corner of Haverford 
and N. ·Narberth Aves. 
11. Northeast corner of Narberth 
and Haverford Aves. before 
erection of stores . 

/ 

CopfrigM .rec11.red r895 /J_y.11.H-hfueller. 

12. Mounting block in from' ')f 
Hamper Shop house, built in 
1803. Was for convenience of 
short, fat or infirm people to 
help them mount horse. 
13. Black smith shop where 

Comwal Ii s' horse was shoed, 
according to legend. Stood op
posite General Wayne and was_ 
tom down for a gas station. 
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Notes On Peaceful, Friendly Indians In This Locality 
No war whoops of Indians were ever heard in these 

parts after the coming of the first white settlers, because 
the aborigines weren't a quarrelsome lot. Fighting, they 
said, was only for dogs and beasts. 

They traded with the Swedes at 
the source of Indian Creek in 
Narberth, and they sold venison 
for currency to the Welsh pioneers. 

The children were taught 
respect and esteem for their 
elders, and the listory of their 
ancestors. The indebtedness to 
the Great Manitou for their exist
ence and for the abundance of 
game was also made known to the 
younr people. 

This we learn from "Nar
berth's Historical Prelude", writ
ten by Carden F, Warner, M.D. of 
Narberth, published in 1905. 

When the stone dwelling on 
Montgomery Ave. west of the Nar
berth line was completed in 1695, 
Indians brought venison for the 
housewarming party. According to 
Dr. Edward Jones, who headed a 
company of Lawer Merion settlers, 
they charged sixpenceperquarter. 

Many arrowheads used inhunt
ing game, along with tools and 
stone utensile, have been dug up 
and are still being found in the 
Township. 

According to tradition, Dutch 
traders used to meet with Indians 
at a spring in the rear of 1256 
Montgomery Ave., Narberth, which 
js why the spring has b_een so 

named. 

DESCRIPTION OF NATIVES 
The fudians of this locality 

were described by a Welsh Quaker 
as follows: 

"Concerning the Natives or 
Aborigines, they are ordinarily 
tall, Straight, well-Turn'd, walking 
with a lofty Chin, greasing them
selves with Bears-Fat Clarified •.• 
some of their Noses have a rise 
like the Roman. 

"Their language is lofty and 
Elegant, but not Copious. One 
Word Serveth in the Stead of Three, 
which defects are supply'd by the 
Understanding of the Hearers." 

What became of the Indians 
who lived here? 

Those who survived tubercu
losis, smallpox and rum eventually 
wound up in Oklahoma, where they 
joined with the Cherokees. 

Some ' of the aborigines were 
occasionally seen or mentioned 
around the beginning of the 18th 
Century. 

Major Joseph Price, whose 
family owned most of what is now 
Narberth, entered this note in his 
diary for March 21, 1792: 

" • • • a very Great Burial of 

We specialize in small appliance repair, gf azing stonn 
windows, and also installing mail boxes, custom window 
shades and lock smithing. Did you know we make 
lamps? You bring "It" in, we'll make a lamp out of it. 

RICKLIN'S HARDWARE 
"THE STORE THAT HAS EVERYTHING,. 

203 HAVERFORD AVE. ·NARBERTH 

SERVICE MO 4-2555 QUALITY 

an Indian that Dyed, he was one of 
50 that came in some little ago, 
the Greatest Gathering of People 
perhaps Ever Collected on the 
Like occation, was interd with the 
Hons. of war." 

Mrs. Rebecca Levering, who 
was an aged woman in 1845, re
called that as a girl of 11 she. saw 
a large group of Indians crossing 
the Schuylkill River off the mouth 
.of Mill Creek, withonlytheirheads 
and feathers visible above the 
water. 

William Miles, a lifelon_E resi
dent of Ardmore, claimed in later 
life that he saw Indians hereabouts 
as late as 1800. He is responsible 
for the story that the redskins 
had a burial ground back of where 

•the old Merion Square School was 
afterwards built. 

Miles told of seeing Indians 
as late as 1800 in the Black Rock 
country in Gladwyne. They hol
lowed the volcanic rocks for beds 
for their papooses, and .also to 
hold rainwater, which they heated 
for cooking with the stones. 

The Indians still living in the 
Black Rock country, according to 
what an old-timer told Uncle Ben 
many years ago, wer~ a poverty
stricken lot. They gained a coin· 
or two from residents by dis- • 
playing their prowess at archery. 
If an archer was able to hit a large 
copper penny in the crotch of a. 

ttee at 50 paces, he was permitted 
to keep it. 

Indian Funeral_s 
When a death occurred in an 

Indian village it was immediately 
proclaimed broadcast, and the cry 
of "he is no more" could be heard 
everywhere. The next day the 
corpse was attired in his or her 
best apparel, placed in the equiv
alent of a coffin and many elabor
ate and expensive ornaments 
placed around it. It was then viewed 
by the many friends and later car
ried to the grave by six pall
bearers. Clothing and various 
utensils covered the coffin. 

At the grave the coffin was again 
opened and the mourners, who were 
sitting around in a quiet circle, 
finally rose and viewed for the last 
time their lost friend. Many cries 
of "Arise and stay with us" could 
be heard. The coffin was thenlow
ered into the grave and quietly 
covered with earth, after.which the 
friends returned home in quiet 
and continued mourning for some 
time. 

Married Life 
Marriage was made in a very 

curious manner. When the parents 
on both· sides noticed an attach
ment between a girl and a boy 
they themselves did the negotia-: 
ting. 

The mother of the bridegroom 

tk4addtueef>t(NQt.~ 

&1t~u01ee0,/ 

Alan R. Cook 
Riegelsville, Pa. 

Congratulations To Narberth 

On Its Diamond Jubilee! 

P. VITALE CO. 
26 First St. 

Fernwood, Pa. NARBERTH BOROUGH HALL 
Built By P. Vitale Co. 

to be called upon the young girl's 
mother and presented her with 
some game killed by her son, 
mentioning the fact of her son's 
having killed it, The girl's mother 
on the other hand, if she approved 
the marriage, returned the visit, 
bringing some vegetables that her 
daughter had prepared and pro
bably grown and cared for in the 
garden, 

The friendship of the two fam
ilies daily increased. Presents 
continued to be exchanged and fin
ally they did their domestic and 
field work jointly, when the young 
couple had agreed to live together. 

There were no marriage vows 
or contracts for life, it being 
understood by both sides that the 
partiei were not to live together 
any longer than they were pleased 
with each other. Should they have 
become dissatisfied they simply 
left. 

But they had very strong con-
, victions as to marriage loyalty and 

there are but · comparatively few 
instances where separations were 
recorded. 

Found Locally 

Arrowheads at bottom were 
found north of Narberth. 
Other artifacts were earlier 
finds in this locality. The 
presence of oyster shells i 1 

a good indi ~ation of where to 
dig for Indian relics. 
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GENERAL WAYNE INN, from a photograph taken during the early 1890's, when James Baird was the proprietor. 

Arthur and Barton Johnson 

announce, with pleasure , 

their purchase of the incomparable 

General Wayne Inn, Merion 

and solicit your continued friendship 
,, 

and patronage with this historic landmark 

PAGE THIRTY-FIVE 

which has been a favorite of so many for a period 

of two hundred and sixty - six years 

General 
Wayne Inn 
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TRAINMAN MAKES gruesome discovery While pursuing 
boys who were hitching a ride on a freight train, a trainman saw 
a foot protruding from the (ailroad embankment. 

N~.1M kt 

U.S!.Cl. 

Baltz & West 
Established 1930 

COMPLETE I N s u RA N C E SERVICE 

MAIN LINE BOARD OF REALTORS 

DELAWARE COUNTY REAL ESTATE BOARD 

JOSEPH M. B.ALTZ 

HOWARD l. WEST, JR. 

Cricket Avenue and School Lane 

Midway 2 - 2500 

INSURANCE 
MORTGAGES 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

Ardmore, Penna. 

TRinity 7 - 8386 

FROZEN-FOOT MURDER 
Narberth Crime Was Celebrated Case 
In the old part of St. 

Paul's Lutheran Cemetery, 
Ardmcre, is a headstone 
bearing the following rn· 
script ion : 

Here Rests in God 

MAX HUGO HOEHNE 

Bern 
Aug. 5th, 1852 

Who seeking to improve his 
condition , came to America 

and was murdered near 

ELM STATION, P. R.R. 

Oct. 16th, 1876 

Erected by his parents 
This record recalls one of 

the most difficult mysteries with 
which Montgomery County has ever 
dealt. The crime itself was com
monplace, but the story of its solu
tion by David Abrams, a private 
detective working with District 
Attorney Jacob Gotwaltz, makes 
it one of the celebrated cases in 
the annals of criminology. 

The case is sometimes re
ferred to as the Frozen-Foot 
Murder Mystery, because the 
corpse of the slain Max Hugo 
Hoehne was buried in the rail
road embankment opposite what is 
now the Narberth Playground, and 
one of the feet, protruding through 
the snow-covered slope, led to the 
discovery of the body one cold day 
in February, 1877, four months 
after the murder. 

* * * 
Ghastly Find 

It was a cold day in February, 
1877. A train of freight cars ground 
to a slow halt at Elm station 
with a series of bumps. The panting 
locomotive roughed puffs of smoke 
and hissing steam dissipated 
rapidly in the frosty air. 

Three boys who had been st-eal
ing a ride on one of the cars 
jumped off and were spied by a 
trainman, who gave chase along the 
right-of-way. 

"Come back, you scamps," 
he shouted. "stand where you 
are!" 

The boys scurried down the 
embankment, which was covered 
with snow. One of them slipped and 
reached . out for a black object 
which protruded from the embank
ment like a gnarled root. 

The boy looked at it and 
screamed with fright. The root
like object was a human foot. 

The trainman walked over to 
see what it was that had terrified 
the boy. He took one look, and the 
next moment he was rumiing back 
to the station with the news of 
the ghastly discovery. 
CORPSE OF YOUTH 

Workmen were summoned to 
dig into . the hard-frozen embank-

Et.M STATION -- This is a contemporary photograph of the 
depot, now Narberth station, close to where Max Hugo Hoehne 
was murdered and his body was buried. 

ment and their pickaxes uncovered 
the corpse of a man in his early 
20's, which was virtually mum
mified by the cold. 

The back df the skull had been 
crushed, as though by repeated 
heavy blows, and there were other 
marks of violence on the face and 
chest. Except for his shirt, collar 
and tie, the body was unclothed. 

The dead youth could not be 
identified. Nobody recalled having 
seen him around. His features had 
a definite Germanic cast, and notes 
were taken of certain dental work 
and birth marks, but otherwise 
there were no clues to the man's 
identity. 

Elm station, now called Nar
berth, was part of Lower Merion 
at the time. The Township had no 
police force. 

It was definitely 
murder, and the 
Attorney's office at 
took charge. 

a case of 
District 
Norristown 

The District Attorney was 
Jacob v. Gotwaltz, a 36-year-old 
lawyer who specialized in crim
inal cases. Here was a baffling 
murder mystery to be solved, but 
there was nobody to assign to the 
investigation. 

A murder was a rare occur
rence in those days, and all of 
Montgomery County was deeply 
stirred. A fund of$1,000 was raised 
among citizens and officials to 
finance a special investigation and 
David Abrams, a private detective 
with a reputation, was engaged to 
work on the case. 

Modern methods of criminal 
identification were unknown in the 
1870's, and the private detective's 
first task was to establish the, 
identity of the youth. 

First Break 
The detective operated or, the 

hunch that the victim was a Ger
man, possibly an immigrant. 

A flyer was mailed to every 
German-language newspaper in the 
country. It contained a notice of the 
crime · and a description of the 

slain man; also a request that the 
news be re-printed abroad. 

Philadelphia attracted consid
erable notice during the Centen
nial year, and thanks to the adver
tising received any news relating to 
Philadelphia which was of interest 
to the editors in foreign countries. 

Word that an unidentified Ger
man youth had been murdered near 
Philadelphia was widely reprinted 
in German and Austrian news
papers. Heartbreaking 1 e tt er s 
poured in from parents and oth:er 
relatives of German youths who 
had emigrated to the New World 
and had not been heardfromagain. 

One of these letters furnished 
the first break. It was written in 
awkward high-school English by a 
Berlin businessman named Fred
erick Hoehne. 

It gave minute details concern
ing Herr Hoehne's boy, including 
descriptions of dental work, .birth.,; 
marks, etc., which tallied exactly 
with those found on the corpse. 

The clincher was a photograph, 
which bore an unmistakable re
semblance to the somewhat dis
figured features of the victim, now 
identified as Max Hugo Hoehne. 

With that much established, 
District Attorney Gotwaltz and 
Detective Abrams proceeded to 
gathe,. what information they could 
which might lead to a solution of 
the mystery and which might help 
to bring the slayer to justice. 

In addition to furnishing posi
tive identification of the body ex
tracted from the railroad em
bankment at Elm station, the letter 
from Berlin, Germany, from Fred
erick Hoehne recited the known 
movements of his son since he 
left the Old Country. 

Max Hugo Hoehne, 24 years of 
age, sailed from stettin on the 
steamer Bravo on Sept. 20, 1876, 
to seek his fortune in the New 
World. 

Philadelphia was his ultimate 
destination -- Philadelphia, where 
~he wonders of science, industry, 

MURDER AT ELM STATION 
Continued on Next Page 

Amazing! 
what 

The House of Travel 

can do with a 

two week vacation. 

1iJIE RousE OF 1ivnJEL 
of Pa. Inc. 

377 Lon·•••••• Ave. Ml M8SO Open Dolly 9.5:30 
Hoverf•rd Sa•. 9• I P.M. 
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Murder At Elm Station 
Continued from Preceding Page 

·horticulture and the arts were 
gathered in that year of the Cen
tennial, 

The steamer sailed via Copen
hagen to Hull. On the 27th of,: 
September, Max boarded the 
.steamer Helvetia and arrived in 
New York on Oct, 10, 
LOOKS UP RELATIVE 

The first thing the young Ger
man emigrant did was to call upon 
a relative, B. Middlestadt, a man
ufacturer of real and imitation hair 
goods at 373 Canal st., New York, 

Max wrote his father on arrival, 
telling him about busy, noisy New 
York, about the Middlestads and 
about his hopes to build a future 
in the Land of Opportunity, 

Then the letters stopped, 
Though it was not known at 

the time, Max was dead, He was 
murdered only 16 days after ar
riving in America, 

Nevertheless, two letters, one 
dated at Newark, N.J. on Oct. 29 
and the other at New York, Oct, 
31, 1876, were received by the 
Berlin businessman. They were 
written in an unfamiliar hand, 
though signed with his son's name, 
The letters asked for remittances. 

On Nov, 5, 1876, two seedy
looking men appeared -at Mr. Mid
dlestadt's place of business in 
Canal st, 

"We have a letter here from 
Max Hoehne," one of them told 
the hair goods manufacturer. ''He 
wants his truriks," 

Middlestadt read the note, 
which was dated at Perth Amboy 
that same day. There was some
thing fishy about it, 

"I don't have the trunks," he 
replied. "I can't give them to 
you." 

Middlestadt thought he had bet
ter convey this information to 
Max's father in Germany, 

* * * 

Closing In 
Detective Dave Abrams studied 

these facts and a plan of action 
·was quickly evolved, 

The murderer of young Hoehne, 
it was plain to be seen, had taken 
the identity of his victim and was 
trying to profit by it, Could he 
not be trapped in the same way? 

The sleuth reasoned that all he 
had to do was to locate a Max 
Hugo Hoehne, Surely the name 
would turn up somewhere, Perhaps 
the express companies might have 
records of ,shipments .1n that name. 
It would be a tedious task to hunt 
for such records, but detective 
work in a large part is painful 
drudgery. 

The detective's patience was 
finally rewarded. Adams Express 
Company had a record of a ship
ment from West Philadelphia to a 
cheap lodging house on Cliff St,, 
New York -- a trurik transported 
early in November and shipped by 
Max Hugo Hoehne! 

The shipment was made a week 
after the German emigrant was 
slain and his body buried in the 
railroad embankment at Narberth, 
according to the detective's reck
oning, 
QUARRY LOCATED 

Abrams lost no time looking up 
the Cliff st. address in New York, 

Yes, Max Hugo Hoehne had 
lodged there, but he hadn't been 
seen in about a month. The police 
had come early in January to 
search his room, Maybe he had 
been arrested. 

The detective made inquiries 
and learned that the spurious 
Hoehne, the object of the dogged 
search, was a prisoner in the 
Kings County jail, where he was 
serving a four-months term for 
larceny, 

This "Hoehne" had been in
vestigated by the New York police, 
who established that his real name 
was Henry Wahlen. 

Wahlen, they learned had been 
a courier and secret agent in 
Europe, He could speak several 
language~_ fluent 1 y, including 
English, -----.__ 

On applicationof District At
torney Gotwaltz, a pardon was ob
tained for Wahlen for his Brooklyn 
offense, and the prisoner was 
brought to Norristown, 

"I don't know anything about 
this whole business," Wahienpro
tested to the District Attorney. 

"I'm no murderer. I'm innocent, 
I tell you," 

''Then how do you explain the 
fact that you have been using the 
name of Max Hugo Hoehne?" Got
waltz persisted, 

"It's just a coincidence," was 
the reply, "After all, it's a very 
common name," 

"Is it a coincidence that you 
shipped a trunk from West Phila
delphia; not far from the scene 
of the crime, to your lodging 
house in New York right after the 
disappearance of Max Hugo 
Hoehne?" 

"I tell you, I went to see the 
Exposition in Philadelphia, Every
body went to see the Centennial, 
It was all a coincidence, I'm in
nocent," 

The questioning was repeated 
day after day, but Wahlen refused 
to incriminate himself, 

The circumstantial evidence 
was fairly complete, butbeforethe 
suspect could be tried, District 
Attorney Gotwaltz needed more 
direct evidence to obtain a con
viction, 

Eyewitness 
Detective Abrams now em

barked on a new quest to obtain 
positive evidence, He left for New 
York with two photographs, one 
of Henry Wahlen and one of the 

GRAVE OF VICTIM -- In the old part of St. Paul's Cemetery, Ardmore, is this headstone 
marking the grave of Max Hugo Hoehne with the inscription, "murdered near Elm Station, P.R. R., 
Oct. 16th, 1876" 

slain man, Herr Hoehne, Abrams 
sought to locate somebody who 
was accquainted with either man, 
and the quest appeared to be a 
hopeless one. 

The detective made the rounds 
of small hotels along the Bowery 
shqwing the photographs to lobby 

loungers and asking lf they could 
recognize either portrait. The only 
responses he obtained were nega
tive headshakes. 

One day, in the lobby of an 
obscure hotel near Franklin 
Square, the detective engaged a 
man in conversation, T~e stranger, 

he learned, was named Adolph Sfre
polsky, and his occupation was 
machinist. 

Abrams drew the two photo
graphs, now well worn with hand .. 

MURDER AT ELM STATION 
Continued on Next Page 

''I am happy to share with the residents 

of 'Our Town', their pride 

in the Narberth community 

on its 75th Anniversary.'' 

Philip A. Livingston 

t t Vt ~I GS "f O ~I 
PUBttSt-tt~IG 

18 Hampstead Circle 

Wynnewood 

CO~ 
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Murder At Elm Station "Let's rest awhile," Wahlen 
suggested, 

The three scampered up .the 
railroad embankment and sat down 
to finish their whiskey and chat. 

west on the Pike, saw only two of 
them return. 

Continued from Preceding Page Trial For Murder 
Ung, from an inside pocket. 

"I'm trying to locate a couple 
of people I know," the detective 
said. ''Here are their photographs. 
.Have you ever come across any- · 
body -who looks like either ofthese 
pictures?" 

strepolsky glanced at the like
nesses, and his face went white.' 

"Well," repeated Abrams, who 
noticed that the man was biting 
his lips, "do you recognize either 
of these fellows?" 

"N-no, no,'' the machinist 
stammered. "I've never seen them 
before." 

"Come, come," the detective 
insisted. "If you don't recognize 
whose pictures these are, why are 
you acting so nervous?" 

After persistent questioning, 
Abrams obtained from strepolsky 
the admission that he had known a 
man named "Keller" who looked 
like Wahlen, and whom he had met 
in West Philadelphia during the 
Centennial. 
HEAVY CONSCIENCE 

"Then you had better come 
along with me," the detective in
formed him. "We have this man in 
prison, and we want you to identify 
him. He's charged with murder.'' 

Abrams lost no time taking 
Strepolsky to Norristown. The man 
appeared to be under considerable 
mental strain, and he gave evasive 
answers when the detective tried 
to "pump" him. 

It was apparent that the man 
in custody had something on his 
mind which weighed heavily, and 
which he was struggling to con
ceal. 

* * * 
'Saw Him Do It' 

District Attorney Gotwaltz was 
hastily summoned when Abrams 
arrived in Norristown with his 
nervous-acting witness. 

Strepolsky repeated that the 
picture of Wahlen might be that 

of the man he knew as "Keller," 
and further admitted that the pic
ture of Hoehne might be that of a 
youth who had been introduced to· 
him as "Rennie." 

Gotwaltz and Abrams alter
nately fired questions at strepolsky 
until the man broke down. 

"All right, all right," he plead
ed. "I'll tell you everything, I 
know. Wahlen killed 'Rennie.' I 
saw him do it." 

Following is the story of the 
crime as told by Adolph strepolsky 
to District Attorney Jacob Gotwaltz 
and Detective David Abrams: 

Strepolsky, a machinist, had 
been on a job in West Philadelphia 
on Oct. 16, 1876. He pocketed his 
tools, including a heavy iron ham
mer, and started for his lodging 
house. 

On the way home, he met Henry 
Wahlen, whom he then knew as 
Keller, in company with a youth, 

"I want you to meet my friend 
Rennie, who has just come over 
from the Old Country," said Wah
len. "Let's stop in a saloon and 
have something to drink.'' 

The three went to a nearby 
bar and ordered whiskey. They 
talked about Germany, about the 
wonders of the Centennial Exposi
tion and about their plans in the. 
New World. 

"Let's go for a· walk,'' sug
gested Wahlen. "It's such a nice 
evening." 

Wahlen and the youth, who was 
Max Hugo Hoehne, each bought a 
half pint of whiskey to take along. 

Sudden Attack 
They strolled along Lancaster 

Pike, past the toll gate on City 
Line and past St. Charles Semin
ary. When they came to the Haver
ford and Merion Rd. they turned 
off and kept going until they almost 
reached the Elm station of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. It was now 
8 p,m. 

Suddenly Wahlen reached for 
the machinist's hammer in Stre
polsky' s back pocket and aimed a 
terrific blow at the back of Herr 
Hoehne's head. The youth slumped 
over with a groan. Wahlen rained 
more blows on the head, face and 
body of the youth until the boy 
stopped writhing and lay still, 

Strepolsky was too horrified at 
the attack and its suddenness to 
interfere. He jumped up and start
ed to run away in fear of his own 
life; but Wahlen grabbed him by 
one arm. 

"You stay here!" he com
manded Strepolsky. "We're in this 
together.'' 

"You killed him. Now what are 
you going to do?" asked the ma
chinist. 

"Never mind what I'm going to 
do," replied Wahlen. "You just do 
what I tell you. Rennie doesn't 
have any relatives hereandnobody 
is going to know about this unless 
you or I tell him. Don't forget, if 
this ever gets out you'll hang, too, 
because I'll blame it all on you. 
Rennie was killed with your ham
mer -- don't forget that.'' 

Wahlen went through the 
pockets of the slain man and took 
Hoehne's money and personal pos
sessions. He ordered strepolsky 
to help him dig a hole i:l the em
bankment using such tools as the 
machinist was carrying with him. 

"Now," said Wahlen, "help 
me get his clothes off.'' 

The pair stripped the body of 
all clothes save the bloody shirt, 
collar and necktie, and buried the 
corpse in the hold, head first. 

"There," said Wahlen after the 
body was completely covered up, 
"who'd ever think to find Rennie 
here.'' 

Wahlen made a bundle of the 
clothing and shoes, and the two 
retraced their steps to the Lan
caster Pike and headed back to 
West Philadelphia. 

The tollgate keeper at City 
Line, who had seen threemenhead· 

Our most sincere 

The trial of Henry Wahlen in 
October, 1877, for the murder of 
Max Hugo Hoehne in Narberth 
was given widespread newspaper 
coverage. It was one of the most 
sensational criminal cases in the 
history of the Montgomery County 
courts. 

W. Henry Sutton of Haverford, 
grandfather of James W. Sutton, 
present Township Commissioner 
from w. Bryn Mawr, represented 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
to aid District Attorney Jacob 
Gotwaltz in the prosecution of the 
case. 

Herr Frederick Hoehne of 
Berlin, Germany, came to this 
country as a .witness against the 
man who was accused of slaying 
his son. He told how Wahlen, as
suming his son's name after the 
brutal killing, tried to obtain 
money remittances from him. 

The evidence against Wahlen 
was circumstantial until the Com
monwealth played its trump card, 

Surprise Witness 
Adolph Strepolsky was called 

to the witness stand. The defend
ant's face blanched. 

Strepolsky, eyewitness to the 
killing, told how Wahlen crushed 
the youth's skull with a machinist's 
hammer as the three of them were 
resting on the railroad embank
ment near the present Narberth 
station on Oct. 26, 1876. 

He also told how the defendant 
went throughHoehne's pockets and 
forced him to help strip and bury 
the body in the embankment. 

The jury brought in its verdict 
of guilty and Whalen was sentenced 
to be hanged. The defendant how
ever, stoutly protested his inno
cence and declared he would 
appeal. He hired lawyers to carry 
his case to fhe higher courts. 

Wahlen's conviction came one 
year after he committed the crime 

congratulations to Narberth 

on its 75th Anniversary 

l\1IAJIN ILJINJE 

TIRUCJK IRIEIPAJI IRS 
Authorized Autocar, White Service and Parts 

2522 Haverford Road 
Ardmore, Pa. 
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Boys And Dogs 
Never Change 

Complaints about unruly boys 
and roving dogs make up a con
siderable part of Narberth's police 
log today. It was no different 80 
years ago, when Narberth con
tained only a score or two of 
dwellings, 

According to the minutes of 
the Narberth Association, which 
were kept between the years 1889 
and 1895, the members were con
cerned about "the great annoy
ance caused by dogs of the neigh
borhood". The matter was dis
cussed at length, but there is no 
indication in the minutes that any 
action was taken, 

A typical entry respecting boys 
was contained in the minutes for 
Nov. 12, 1890, noting "the unruly 
conduct of some of the boys in the 
neighborhood amounting to a neigh
borhood nuisance.'' 

On the following Dec. 10, the 
Public Safety Committee turned . 
in a report blaming the station 
agent and her sons for most of the 
misconduct. 

Couple Of 'Firsts' 
Henry J. Ketcham, the first to 

buy a lot when Narberth was laid 
out, was also the father of the first 
child to be born in the new town. 

at Elm Station. 
Four months went by, during 

which Wahlen fought to obtain a 
reversal of his conviction. 

One day in February, 1878, a 
year after the frozen foot protrud-

. ing from the railroad embankment 
led to the discovery of the vic
tim's body, Wahlen gave up the 
struggle. 

Tearing a bedsheet into strips, 
he fashioned a noose and hanged 
himself from the bars of his cell, 
Prison guards found the limp 
corpse of the slayer, who saved 
the Commonwealth a hanging by 
strangling himself. 
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FirstBoro 
To Adopt 
Zone Code 

Borough Solicitor Dedication Of First School Jr. O.U.A.M., whichmarchedfrom 
the Narberth station to the school 
with the Colonel Owen Jones Post 
of the G .A.R. of Bryn Mawr, headed 
by the Sons of Veterans Drum 
Corps, 

When the Borough of Narberth 
passed a zoning ordinance on July 
14, 1924, it was the first borough 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania to do so. That was three 
years before Lower Merion Town
ship had a zoning ordinance. 

In the decade between 1910 
and 1920, the population increased 
more than 100 per cent. Aside 
from a building code, adopted in 
1923, the Borough had no legal con
trol over the construction of hous
ing and business buildings up to 
1924. 

Something had to be done to 
protect property values. Zoning 
restrictions were found necessary 
to help protect the health, safety 
and welfare of the residents. 

The zoning ordinance was a
mended and improved in 1940 and 
the building code was updated two 
years later. The legal safeguards 
effectively prevent encroachment 
of undesirable property uses and 
construction that does not meet 
standards. 

H a permit for any type of 
construction or building change is 
denied by the Building Inspector, 
a citizen may appeal to the Board 
of Adjustment for variances or 
exceptions to the ordinance. H he 
is turned down, he may carry his 
appeal to the Court of Common 
Pleas. 

HENRY A. FRYE -- Nar
berth's legal agent and advisor 
since Jan. 8, 1934. 

William Rice, Manager 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE BORO 

OF 
NARBERTH 

Cmgratulations to the Bora of Narberth on its 
75th year of impressive growth. 

A. community doesn't grow by chance. It requires 
the time, concern and effort of countless in
dividuals -- men and women who are willing to 
work together on behalf of a common goal. It 
is these people to whom the debt of gratitude 
is due. 

We look forward with confidence to the continued 
prosperity of the Narberth Baro and those who 
have helped make this proud occasion possible. 

Main Office: 1510 Walnut Street, Philo., Pa.19107 
Phone: WA 3-0400 

~ A (7 
COMMONWEAL TH/ LAND 

/~Y~~ 

ARDMORE OFFICE 50 Rittenhouse Place 

Phone: GR 7-0677 

The Ardmore Chronicle car
ried an account of the ceremonial 
opening of Narberth's first school 
in its issue of Jan. 6, 1893. 

"The school is built of local 
stone with Ind;an limestone trim
mings," we read in the Chronicle 
account. "It is two stories high, 
and the dimensions of the main 
building are 35 by 72. There is an 
annex 19 by 40, with cloak rooms, 
etc. 

"There are two rooms on each 
floor with a seating capacity of 

about 40. The cost of the school was 
about $10,000, the lot, containing 
about one and one-half acres, cost
ing an additional $4,000. D. J. 
Deneen was the architect. 

"It has a very complete san
itary arrangement, and is alto
gether regarded in this way as 
the be~t equipped and handsomest 
school in the township." 

The exercises · ::,s· described in 
the Chronicle were elaborate. A 
6 by 10 American flag was pre
sented by the Ardmore Council, 

A large audience filled the 
building to hear the speeches and 
inspect the buildings and its ap
pointments. The program closed 
with the singing of America by 
the children, the raising of the 
flag, and the firing of a gun salute 
by a squad of Civil War veterans. 

The school building was turned· 
over by Lower Merion to · the 
Borough when it was incorporated 
in 1895. 

J. PAUL SHEA 
APOTHECARY 

Prescription Specialists 

OUR MOST SINCERE WISHES TO THE NARBERTH COMMUNIIY 

We salute the dedicated members of Narberth, 

without whom this proud occasion would not be possible. 

DELIVERY SER VICE INSULIN 

COSMETICS BABY NEEDS 

NARBERTH: 220 .Haverford Ave MO 4-2838 

Cynwyd: 2 E. Montgomery Ave 

MO 4-7950 TE 9-6799 

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO 

NARBERTH 

where good people 

have lived good lives, 

for a good long time. 

JONES-WOOD 
Air Conditioning 

Residential 
Commercial 
lndu stri al 

120 Sibley Avenue 

"Weather Maikers To The Main Line" 

EST 

11.._ I 1956 

Ml 9-9360 

Over 1,000 Homes 
A.i r Conditioned 

Ardmore 
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Only Church In Narberth Not On Comer Site 

Shares Facilities With Community 
Narberth had a Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist 

church, all firmly entrenched, when a handful of Catholics 
proposed to establish their own church in 1900. 

The · first Mass was said by 
the Rev. Richard F. Cowley, who 
is considered to be the founder of 

. st. Margaret's, at the Thouron 
home, Montgomery Ave. and Mer-

. ion Rd. The parish used Elm Hall, 
for a while. 

It was rough, at first, because 
hostility to the "Papists" was 
shown by some members of the 
entrenched churches. Finding a 
suitable location for a house of 
worship was none too easy. 

The Right Rev. Msgr. Joseph 
H. Gleason, present rector, ob-

-served to a reporter that st. Mar
garet's is the only church in Nar
berth that doesn't have a corner 
location. The founders had to be 
satisfied with a site in the middle 
of N. Narberth Ave. 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

St. Margaret's itself has shown 
an example in toleration and un
derstanding. 

.The church makes its former 
school building, replaced by a new 
structure two years ago, available 
not only to organizations, but also 
to Hebrew classes sponsored by 
Beth Am Israel Synagogue and 

. Saturday religious services until 
the Jewish congregationcompletes 
its new home in Penn Valley. 

Kindergarteners from the Mer
ion School will meet in the old st. 
Margaret's School until renova
tions and additions to the Merion 
School are completed. 

Youths of all .faiths are wel
comed to the st. Margaret's Cath
olic Youth Organization, which 
offers programs for all ages, in
cluding a dramatics group for 
young adults which produced no 
less than seven plays last year. 

A Boy Scout troup also makes 
its home at St. Margaret's, and 
,men and women oftheparishserve 
the community in numerous ways. 

· In short, the "Papists" have 
proven themselves to be good 
neighbors. 
4100 MEMBERS 

St. Margaret's serves 4,100 
members of families in the parish, 
which takes in parts of Wynnewood 
and Penn Valley. 

The church offers 10 Masses 
each Sunday, and two are held 
each weekday. There is no Sunday 
School per se, but Mrs. Barbara 
Grimner, a member of the parish, 
has organized a religious nursery 
school for pre-school age children 
which offers basic Catholic in
struction for the youngsters while 
their parents are in church. Ninety 
children attend the nursery. 

St. -Margaret's School includes 
grades one through eight and ser- · 
ves 425 pupils. They are taught 
both by the Sisters of Mercy from 
Merion and by lay teachers, who 
make up a faculty of 17 members. 
All students are members of the 
parish. 

For those children who attend 
public school, or who have grad
uated from st. Margaret's and at
tend public high schools, semin
arians from st. Charles Seminary 
in Merion lead Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine sessions. 
PRESENT RECTOR 

The school is governed by Mon
signor Gleason and by a school 

ST. MARGARET'S R.C. CHURCH (at top), dedicated March 22, 1914. Parish dates from board whichheappoints. The Board 
1900. Below, modern new school, recently occupied. Parish school was started in 1922 with includes both Catholics and Pro-
1_Q2 children and now has enrollment of 425. testants from the community, and 

--"""------------------------------------------------ meets monthly during the school 

r'freadw~yl 
* Irmm * j l Good Food, Drinl& a"d Lodging 

CONGRATULATES THE BOROUGH OF NARBERTH 

on its 

year. 
Running the school is gettingto 

be big business. Last year its 
budget totalled $102,760, and the 
parish raised an additional $21,000 
to send st. Margaret's pupils on 
to Archbishop Carroll High School. 

The man who administers these_ 
programs was born and reared in 
Phoenixville. Monsignor Gleason 
graduated from st. Charles Sem
inary in 1940, taught at st. James 
High School in Philadelphia and was_ 

_awarded his master's degree in 
education at Villanova University 
in 1946. 

At one time he served as di
rector of the ~rchdiocesan Pro
curement Service, Rector of Villa 
st. Joseph Church and director of 
the st. Francis Country House, 
Darby -- all at the same time. 
"They spread us prettythinsome
times," he observed. 

He was then called to be rector 
of Holy Angels Parish in Phila
delphia, and five years ago came 
to Narberth. 

"There's no place like Nar
berth," he says. "It's such a 
homey community. The people are 
very cooperative ••• llike it here." 

M. E._ Chu~ch 
Started As - . -

'Beth Raff en' 
The first Methodist congrega

tion in Narberth was formed in 
1886 by three Methodist families 
who had previously attended st. 
Paul's Lutheran Church in Ard
more. They called the new congre-. 
gation the Beth Raffen Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The origin o1 
the name "Beth Raff en" is 
obscure. 

For six years they met in their 
homes. In 1892 they were granted 
a charter, changing the name to 
the Narberth Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and construction of a 
church edifice got underway. A 
minister was also hired. 

But the church was never com
pleted, due to a disastrous fire 
which burned the structure to the 
grouncj. on Dec. 15, 1893. 

The church needed two years 
and $7500 to rebuild at the corner 
of Essex and Price Aves., but the 
job was done and on Sept. 15, 
.1895, the building was dedicated. 
"Records from the church after that 
time note the · acquisition of an 
organ, additional pews, bells and 
the like. 

By 1925 the congregation had 
outgrown that building, and plans 

. were made for another new church. 
Officials, naturally unaware of the 
coming Depression, took ·out a 
mortgage and agreed to pay off 
the debt by 1937. The terms of the 
-loan looked reasonable at the time. 

Ground was broken for the 
building in 1929, shortlybeforethe 
Crash. Though the new church was 
consecrated in 1930, not until 1951 
was the congregation able to burn 
the mortgage. It was "a time for 
rejoj.cing," church records note. 

Narberth business people began 
the custom of decorating the shop
.ping center for .Christmas back 
in 1932, 

75th ANNIVERSARY THE RED 

Robert (. Bennett, Innkeeper 

TREADWAY INN 
Lancaster Ave_ ( Rt. 30 ) 
on the Radnor-Chester Rd. 

St. Davids, Pa. 
:, 

PHONE: MU 8-5800 
Buffet dinners: Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday 
Facilities available for banquets, meetings 
and parties. 

177 rooms - all with radio and TV 

Coffee shop for breJkfast and snacks 

ART 

SHOPPE 
A COMPLETE_ LINE 

OF 

ARTlffl1 ILIPPLIB 
1280 Montgomery Ave. 

Narberth MO 4 - 2206 
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From the 
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our History ' 
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This historic drawing made in 1812 shows the intersection. of Ger
man town Avenue and East Washington Lane. 

The 1:1ndertaking business of Kirk & Nice (building at Extreme Left) 
was founded in 1761, 15 years before the conclusion of the Revolutionary 
War, by cabinetmakers Jacob and George Knorr, and has been contin
uously in the same family since that time. 

The Washington Hotel, an old style tavern, w~s known as far back 
as 1791. Farmers brought produce to Germantown and sold it at the 
hotel on regular market days and market nights. 

Conestoga wagons were a familiar sight on q1uddy Main Street 
(Germantown Avenue) in those days. 

K• k &· N• _Firsl_Funera~-Home Ir Ice tn Amertca . , 
Germantown Ave. & Washington Lane, Philadelphia, Pa. 19144, GErmantown 8-6328 

J. Malcolm Henderson, President 

Now celebrating our 209th Anniversary 

PAGE FORTY-OME 
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Typical Scenes At Narberth's Annual July 4th Celebrations 
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Public Federal Savings Salutes the 

Borough of Narberth on its 75th Anniversary 

PUBLIC FEDERAL 
SAVINGS 

\ ..,, 

~-- ~ 

l Come in and · open PAsseooK AccouNTs i 
I your account nowt' 51% 5% i 
5 . Inter.est paid from Interest paid from : 

day m to day (!Ut. day in to day out. 

We can pay you the highest 

interest rates in the u~s.A. 

Withdrawal '!11th Paid semi-annually 
90 days notice. • 

SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

7 . .1% 6% 5.a% 2 4 ·, 
Minimum: $100,000 Minimum: $5,000 Minimum: $1,000 

1 year maturity 2 to 10 years maturity 1 to 2 years maturity 

I MAIN LINE MONTGOMERY AT WOODBINE AVES. ~ 
I OFFICES NARBERTH MO 7-5060 

.. 

MAIN OFFICE 

Penn & East Wy11ewood Roads 

Wynnewood Ml 9-3010 

800 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
WA 2-2000 

ASSETS OVER $125,000,000 
iii II DI 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 DI 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 m II IUU 
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EARLY POST OFFICE in Narberth, date not established. 

Tom Merkle Remembers 

Groceries And Seafood 
Were Brought By Mail 

BY ALLEN TWIFORD 
The trains carried the mails and just about everything 

else in the days when Narberth was Elm Stationo Because 
the roads were so poor and wagons slow people depended 
on the mail trains for delivery of perishable foods and live 
stocko 

Tom Merkle is now Narberth's 
Assistant Postmaster at the Nar
berth Ave. location but he can 
remember when the post office was 
at the train station and how the 
trains carried th£; groceries. 

"As a boy I remember the 
trains unloading small kegs of 
oysters, crabs and all kinds of 
fish packed on ice," he says. 

· "They were being shipped to in
dividuals who would meet the 
trains, pick up their dinner and, 
go home to cook it. The railroads 
were a lot more efficient in those· 
days. 

"Seafood came mostly from 
the Chesapeake Bay. It was packed 
in the afternoon and put on mall
trains. In less than 24 hours they 
would be unloaded in Narberth. I 
can't remember how much the 
postage was for a keg of seafood, 

fresh poultry." 
CHASING CHICKENS 

Merkle relates that handling 
created hazards for the postal 
workers and the people getting the 
mail. "It was .bad enough when a 
poultry crate broke opened and we 
had to chase chickens around a 
mail car or the train station but 
the buckets full of live fish were 
a real problem," he notes. 

"On one occasion we had put 
one of the sealed buckets down. the 
mail chute which led from the 
station platform to HaverfordAve. 
Unfortunately the mail chute had a 
nail sticking out on the inside. The 
nail ripped the lid off the bucket 
and there were a half dozen live 
fish flopping around in the dirt on 
Haverford Ave. Each one of them 
had to be washed off and repacked 

JULY 1, 1920 -- Edward S. Haws (extreme right) was Postmaster of Narberth when home 
delivery of ma i I was begun. Above are the three first I etter carriers about to start on thei~ 
routes. but the station master and the mall i~ ice before we could deliver 

messengers were always busy un-• t em. . way to his dinner plate!; ·w. G. and ~frs. Emma Smick. 
loading fish, poultry and produce. . "Surprisingly, the man towhoni 'I:'his mother-daughter team was 

postmaster was a Democrat, so he 
had the post office moved across 
the street. According to Edward 
s. Haws, the postmaster in ques
tion, "he needed the space!" 

Even live chickens were malled they were sent told us later that. FIRST POST OFFICE followed by a second, Mrs. Eliza 
in those days. They were crated his fish had never· tasted better: Elm Station got its first post. and Miss Elizabeth Ketcham. It 
in Jersey or Maryland and mailed We didn't have the heart to teU office ln 1886. The first four wasn't until 1906 that a man, 
to Narberth for people who wanted .~m what happened to them on the postmasters . were women, Mrs. George McCauslin, took over the -r----_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-,:'_ .... _-_-"-_-_-_-_:_-_-_-_-_-_:_-_-_~_ ... _:_-_-_-_-_-_-_--_-..;; __ ,:_-_:_-_:_-_:_-_:_-_:_-_:_-_--___ -..;;_-_ ________________________________________ .:. __ _:_-_-_-_- Narberth Post Office •. Free mall delivery was started 

July 1, 1920 through the endeavors 
of Mr. Haws. To have the service 
required not less than 85 per cent 
of the households being equipped 
with mail boxes. Many people 
thought that the town would lose 
a lot of its character and inti
macy if people no longer met daily 
as they went to the post office for 
mail; this "trip to town" for let
ters was a well-liked chore and 
there seemed to be no good reason 
to give it up. 

214 BALA AYE. • BALA CYNWYO, PA. 

At Kirsch Chevrolet 
we're celebrating our 
50th year of service to 
the motoring Public 
Our continuing suc
cess is based on 
"solid gold sales 
integrity" and 
first rate service. 

our 

A MINUTE OFF CITY LINE AVE. AT BALA AVENUE 

TE9-3300 

Stop in and see us. 
We make no claims 
to being the largest 

Chevy Dealer or the 
smallest but we sure 

are the oldest. 
So! We 

must be doing 
something right. 

year 

Narberth is now served by 17 
letter carrier and 13 clerks. 
Joseph Kelley Jr., the present 
postmaster, is the son of Nar
berth's postmaster from 1935 to 
1952. Louis Spinelli is the Director 
of Mails. 

Up to 1911, the ticket office 
and post office were combined in 
the station. The story goes, that 
most of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
men were Republicans, and the new 

m 
CENTRALlPENN 
NATJ:ONAL BANK 

Happy 75th Anniversary 

to Narberth 

From Your Friends 

at Central Penn 

CENTRAL-PENN 

NATIONAL BANK 

142 Years Old and Growing Along With You 

Main Office - Barclay Building 

Belmont Avenue and City Line 
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Rush Chapter 
Was Started 
In Narberth 

Dr. Benjamin Rush Chap• 
ter, National Society Daugh
ters of the American Revolu
tion, was organized in OcL 
1921, by Mrs o Samuel Z o 
Swope of 108 Iona Aveo 1 

Narbertho 
With the cooperation of Miss 

Mary Louise Glessner and her 
staff at the Narberth Community 
Library, a show case is placed 
where displays can be arranged for 
.all patriotic occasions. 

There are two charter mem
bers living: Mrs. Ruth Tinker 
(Franklin S.) of st. Michaels, Md., 
and Miss Edith Hewitt of Wayne. 
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A 50-yearmemberisMrs.Kenneth HAMPDEN Manor-on Haverford Ave. is one of Narberth's apartment residences. 

:;e ~~1:i;aloio~;:::~~~~~~st.h;~: ___________________ ·_.: ,_a:,_r-_:·_r,_11 __ == __ •._• .. _'2_<ii ... _:.,_,11_"'1r._.1_"!'"'_ .. '!_:. ___ ,_ ... _.M_-__ -_ lMlifR_"_·_· _•_ -_ .,. ___ R_· o_b_e_rt_D_. _N_a_r_ri_ga_n_,_B_u_i l_de_r-,---
membership is now 90. 

Although the membership now 
extends beyond the boundaries of 
Narberth, the chapter considers 
itself part of the community of 
Narberth. The members have 
planted trees on the community 
grounds, presented many United 
States nags to Girl Scout and Boy 
Scout Troops and civic organi
zations and have distributed a 
thousand Flag Codes to local stores 
and public schools. The chapter has 
always taken part in the Borough's 
Memorial Day Parade, and foj 
many years the regents have 
opened the July Fourth Celebra
tion. 

An award was made to Mrs. 
Charles Hubsch for her excellent 
teachinf?; of history in the Narberth 
School. 

Officers of the chapter include 
Mrs. M. Atkinson Gordy of Cyn
wyd, regent; Mrs. Albert Boet
ticher of Wynnewood, 1st vice 
regent, and Mrs. Joseph Miller of 
Narberth, 2nd vice regent, 

Landmark Burns 
The Philadelphia Public Ledger 

for Jan. 15, 1897 carried the fol 
lowing item under the heading, 
Had Sheltered Washington's 
Horses: "A fire at Narberth last 
evening destroyed a stone barn on 
Montgomery Ave. opposite the 
General Wayne Hotel, which has 
been a landmark here for a quarter 
of a century, and in which General 
Washington's troops had been 
quartered. The barn was the pro
perty of Miss Minnick and was 
destroyed." 

Alphabetical Sequence 
Of North-South Streets 

When Narberth's streets were 
iaid out, the north-south streets 
were named in alphabetical order 
as follows: Berkley, Conway, 
Dudley, Essex, Forest, Grayling, 
Hampden and Iona. The exception 
was Narberth Ave., between 
Forest and GrayHng. 

ONE STATION CIRCLE 

Architect 

Interior 
Design 

Landscape 
Design 

Office Building 

Gilles J. Hughes A.I.A. 
Ardmore 

Chapin & Yeisley 
Ardmore 

F. D. Moore & Sons, Inc. 
Penn Valley 

STILL FULFILLING THAT PROMISE 
L 

THE MAIN LINE CHRONICLE REPORT 
OF THE JULY 6, 1893, NARBERTH B_OROUGH 
MEETING SAID: 

"The Lower Merion Water Co. 
promised an abundant water supply 

• -In Narberth by next month." 

THAT PROMISE WAS KEPT 
THE NEXT MONTH, 

AND IT WILL BE KEPT EVERY MONTH 
IN THE FUTURE 

'l(OIV/, PHILADELPHIA SUBURBAN WATER COMPANY 
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Town's First Lamp.lighter Was Paid $1..50 Per Month 
Fear Of Burglars And Tramps Led To Lighting Of Streets 

As early as May,. 18ro, the handful of home owners 
who called themselves the Narberth Association ex
plored the possibilities of electric lighting for their little 
community. 

There was a feeling of in
security because of the tramps 
that infested the area. They fol
lowed the railroad; and their fires 
could be seen at night in the woods, 
by the railroad embankment and 
by abandoned farm buildings. 

The drunken voices of tramps 
could be heard during the small 
hours, and residents were kept in 
dread. Whistles were distributed 
with instructions to blow one long 
and two shorts in emergencies. 

Commuters who got off the night 
accommodation at Elm station had 
to thread their way in darkness 
through muddy roads -- some with 
plank walks, mostly in bad condi
tion, or with no walks at all. 

Street Lamps 
The association took up the 

matter of street lamps in earnest 
following a couple of burglaries 
in October, 1891. It was agreed to 
buy five barrels of Kerosene oil 
and employ a lamplighter at not 
more than $7 .50 a month. 

There were 38 lamps in the 
whole town, privately owned and 
situated on the lawns of home own
ers. The owners did not always 
bother to light them, powever. 

We quote from the minutes of 
the ,association of the· Nov. llr 
'1891 meeting. 

"Detective has not yet been 
able to apprehend the burglars.'' 
(He was afterwards paid $1 for 
his trouble. --. Ed). · 

"Lamplighter employed to light 
the 38 lamps in the town. Mr. 
Locke raised the question as to 
what lamps the Committee was 

authorized to light. The minutes of 
the special meeting were found not 
to be sufficiently (sic). 

"After discussion it was 
moved, seconded and carried that 
the Association fill, light and at
tend to, and furnish oil for lamps 
of members of the association upon 
both sides of · the Railroad and 
pay for the same. Upon payment 
to. the Association of $6 in advance 
for each additional lamp, anyone 
shall be entitled to have an extra 
lamp or lamps attended to as 
above. 

"Mr. Mullineaux Jr. offered to 
place lamps on Haverford Ave. to 
Montgomery if the Association 
would attend to them and fill them, 
he and Messrs. Moore and Baker 
agreeing to share costs of oil and 
attendance proportionately. 

"Committee of Public Safety 
instructed to swear out warrants 
for arrest of a band of vagrants 
in the neighborhood, and have them 
committed to prison in Norris
town." 

Constable Slater reported that 
because of the crowded jail at 
Norristown, yagrants were turned 
loose almost as fast as they were 
admitted. 

Within the next month, 28 ad
ditional street lamps were 
installed by members. One of these 
was the lamp in front of the Baptist 
Church. The compensation of the 
lamplighter had to be raised to 
$10 a month, and the oil consump
tion rose to five barrels a month. 

Seven more lamps were added 
during the subsequent month, mak
ing 73 in all. The lamplighter 
.demanded $20 a month. He agreed 

to take $15. 
But the oil lights were unsatis

factory. Sometimes they weren't 
lit in some sections, and the lamp
lighter blamed the oil deliveries. 
Tramps and vagrants were as bold 
as ever. 

Consideration was given at the 
May 11, 1892, meeting to a 
proposition of the Bala & Merion 
Electric Co. to iight the streets 
with electricity. But it was agreed 
at a conference that the members 
could not afford the cost. 

ElectricitY. Issue 
The first lampligfiler quit, and 

a new one was hired at $20 a 
month. By the end of 1892 it was 
costing $42.50 to maintain some 
80 lamps. 

Should the Association switch to 
electric lighting, which would cost 
$58.33 a month? That was the 
decision the members would have 
to make, and it would cost them 
each $1 extra a month in dues. 

The Lower Merion Gas Com
pany came along with a proposi
tion. The company advised the 
association it planned to extend 
its pipes to Narberth in the spring 
of 1893 and consumers would be 
charged $2 a month for gaslight 
and $1.60 a month for cooking and 
heating. 

The members were inclined to 
prefer electricity, however, and 
when the lamplighter demanded 
$25 a month for his services, a 
decision was precipitated. 

The lighting of oil lamps was 
discontinued. The cost had re
sulted in a deficit, for which the 
members were assessed 83 cents 
each. 

On April 12, 1893, a contract 
was entered into with the electric 
company, which agreed to supply 

-;:::============================- 24. lamps of 16 candlepower each 
at a cost of $15 ·a year per lamp. 

The aid of non-resident. 
property owners was sought, with 
little success, to help undertake 

. , 

this burden of $36U a year, or 
nearly a $1 a day. The Presby
terian Church took a membership 
in the association to help out. 

Service began on April 30, and 
at the May 10 meeting it was 
reported that electric lighting was 
giving "excellent satisfaction." 

There was some displeasure 
over the placing of the light poles, 
however, and the company had to 
relocate several placed in front of 
the homes of objecting residents. 

Borough Charter 
In the meantime, therewastalk 

of seceding from Lower Merion 
and incorporating as a Borough. 
.The association voted Dec. 12, 
1893, not to renew its contract 
with the electric company pending 
settlement of the Borough ques
tion. 

The first petition for incorpor
ation was denied, and the associa
tion renewed its contract for light
ing after a lapse of nearly six 
months. What is more, additional 
lights were authorized, but the con
tract with the company was re
stricted to a month-to-month 
basis. The company upped its rate 
to $20 per light. 

When Narberth was granted a 
charter of incorporation and began 
to function as a Borough on March 
1, 1895, the association was re
lieved of its responsibilities for 
lighting bills paid between March 
1 and April 9. 

* * * 
The Borough Council of the 

newly incorporated town of Nar
berth held its first meeting in the 
real estate office of Goodman and 
Clothier, Haverford and Essex 
Aves., on March 4, 1895. 

Its first. act was to fix a tax 
rate of 5 mills, which was ex
pected to produce a. revenue of 

· $18,572 from an assessed property 
valuation of $381,450. 

One of the first ordinances 
was to forbid horses and cattle to • 

be permitted to roam at large, 
and to prohibit the keeping of 
swine. A Board of Health was 
created the first year. (Lower 
Merion did not have one until 13 
years later). 

The first Burgess was A. H. 
Mueller, head of a firm which 
publishes maps and real estate 
atlases. The first Councilmen were 
Robert H. Wallace, F. Millwood 
Justice, J. M. March, A. A. Lowry, 
J. c. Simpson and Sylvester J. 
Baker. 

* * * 
The Narberth Association, 

which fought for incorporation, 
disbanded Dec. 19, 1895. Its last 
activities, leading to incorpora
tion, are recorded in the minutes 
of the association. 

The very last entries in the 
minutes were as follows: 

Sept. 10 -- Borough Council 
will "relieve the Association of 
the responsibility of collecting 
ashes and garbage and maintaining 
the electric lighting after Sept. 
1.'' Payment of Association dues 
suspended after this month. Warn
ing issued to members in arrears 
"that as the next meeting of the 
Association will probably be its 
last, those members in arrears 
would not share in assets". 

Dec. 17 -- Treasurer reported 
a balance of $417.37, after reim
bursement by Council anq settle
ment of other accounts. Each mem
ber to receive pro rata share of 
proceeds. Books and papers of 
Association to be left in hands of 
those now holding them. Treasurer 
reported tlrat during Association's 
existence, it had spend $2,694.04 
for the benefit of Narberth. Re
consideration of action on disposal 
of books. Concluded to place them 
in custody of Town Clerk. Dis
tribution of assets revealed$23.27' 
for each member. Mr. Lowry 
moved that the Association dis
band, "having been relieved of its 
responsibilities by the Borough 
Government." Carried . 

Farmland Was Excluded From Borough 

Pachysandra 
Ivy, Vinca In Variety 
Euonymus 

hansen*s ••••••• Ground Covers 
Narberth, .Pa. 19072 215, MO 4-5543 

REAL 

Eight full blocks in Mer- ' 
ion were excluded from the 
corpcrate limits of Narberth, 
when it was made a borough 
in 1895 be ca use it was farm· 
land. "lt __ will never amount 
to much," was the general 
opinion,' 'and it is good only 
for growing hay or com." 

That is why the map of Narberth 
has a large nick on its eastern 
boundary. 

Originally, the entire length of 
Rockland Ave. was to have been 
the southeastern boundary. What is 
now Avon Rd., Anthwyn Rd., Mer
wyn Rd., .Rockavon Rd. and Oak 
Rd. would have been in Narberth, 
instead of Lower Merion; had the 
original boundaries been accepted. 

Of the 120 voters in Narberth 
in 1894, 70 favored seceding from 
Lower Merion. These 70 were 
split, however, on whether or not 

. to take in the farm land. The owners 

R.,.,._ 
100 N. Narberth Ave. Narberth 

. FEATURll'\IG FOR FASTEST PICK-UP CALL 
THE REAL Aft PifA\,~1T~~~o Pl ZZA BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE HOUSE 

GRIN DER S - STE AK S - HO AG I ES MO 4- 1100 
OPEN:MON. THRU THURS. - 11:30 A.M. TO II P.M. 

11:losed Sunday! FRI. & SAT. -- 11:30 A.M. TO 12 P.M. 
Wher, in the area, visit our other locations 

2126 Darby Ril., HAVERTOWN 6613 Ridge Ave., ROXBORO 

"JUST FARM LAND" 00 The 61½ acres indicated by the 
figure (1) were included in the original plan for the incorporation 
of Narberth, but the section was finally excluded because it was 
believed that it would never be anything but farm land. 

of the undeveloped land were cold 
to overtures to join up with the 
new borough. 

JUDGE'S VIEW 
Judge Aaron s. Swartz, who 

issued the decree sanctioning the 
present boundary lines, had this 
to say: 

"The latter (Thomas tract) is 
exclusively used for farming, and 
we cannot say that it properly 
belongs to the village. 

"There is much improvedpro
perty within the proposed limits. 
Many lots are for sale for building 
purposes, and the time is, perhaps, 
not near at hand when this farm 
will be required for the further 
extension of the town. 

"The value of the land, it is 
true, is far beyond the price of 
farm land, but we are well aware 
that this can be said of all land 
in the neighborhood, even for miles 
around. No doubt it has a value of 
two thousand dollars an acre, but 
this value is not due to its prox
imity to the village. 

"We must exclude this farm, 
as well ~s the Wood tract to the 
east of it, and north of the railroad 
and the Hunter tract to the north 

and east of the Thomas tract!• 
The farm land e x c 1 u d e d 

amounted to 61-1/2 acres. 
The population of Narberth was 

600 at . the time of its incorpora
tion, and the assessed valuation of 
its property was $371,450. 

National Example 
Set By 'Movement' 

Religious prejudices were 
stirred in Narberth, as elsewhere, 
during the 1928 Presidential cam
paign. Karl Rogers of Narberth, 
an advertising executive, started. 
the Narberth Movement, to combat 
prejudice with better knowledge 
of one's fepow men. 

The National Council of Cath
olic Men, Washington, D.c., took 
up this example, and soon the 
movement became nationwide. 

Many Na1oerth residents de
voted time and talent to the move
ment. People were urged to "as~ 
a Catholic, if it is anything Cath
olic.'' Greater interfaith under
standing was promoted by the 
Movement. 
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NARBERTH BOY SCOUT GROUP, 1921 •• Sitting in the fore
ground are, from the left, Fred Patton Jr., Anthony DiLouis, 
George McGuire, Carson Knight. Front row, standing, Scout
master Fred C. Patton , unii:lentified, Frank Lambert, Robert 

Anniversary 

Greetings· 

to a great 

little town 

William L. Winchell 

Finnaren & Haley Paints--

Known everywhere as the 

BEST BLOOMIN' PAINT IN 

TOWN! For home, for Industry, 

quality in every brushful. 

FINNAREN & HALEY 

~. 
Wynnewood & Haverford Rds. 

ARDMORE 
Ml 2-3223 

Patton, Atherton Lane, Joseph Snyder, Al Ward. Back row, uni
dentified, James Timm, Burr•···, unidentified, Howard Vallette, 
Franc is Lambert, Al Odiorne, Wells Wanamaker, Tom Merkle. 

GeneralWayne 

Was Occupied 
By Redcoats 

Before the General Wayne Hotel 
got its present name 175 years 
ago, it was called the William Penn 
Inn. The inn was taken over by 
British officers during the winter 
of 1777- 78 and was the scene of 
small skirmishes. 

Abraham streeper, the owner, 
was a C,ontinental officer who was 
encamped at Valley Forge at the 
time. On one occasion, while pay
ing a secret visit to his family", 
he was captured and imprisoned 
in the Walnut street jail. 

Small encounters at the General 
Wayne involved Alan McLane, a 
cavalry officer who was one of 
Washington's best scouts. On one 
occasion when he ran into a British 
foraging party in the vicinity of 
the inn, he left behind one British 
officer killed and several men 
wounded, 

Housing Shortage 
Reported In 1895 

A reporl to the N'arberth Bor
ough Council on May 10, 18951 

noted that 15 colored people and 
three hor ses occupied a stable 
at Haverford and Essex Aves. 

* BANK FINANCING 
UP TO 7 YEARS TO PAY 

TO SATISFY YOU • AND 
INSTALUD TO SATISFY 

IMO 4:'°24101 
SHOWROOM: 

855 Montgomery Ave - Narberth 

BY OUR OWN SKILLED · . n EXPERT INSTALLATION vU Cl) ~ 
CRAFTSMEN ac n.\), FREE 

ESTIMATES BONDED & G1N1AAL COlffltACTOII 6 IIVILDIR • 
INSURED A. M. & J. N. BOTTOMS PROPS 

IF 
You like a Bargain 
You. Prefer Quality Merchandise 
You Want Service 

RIDING MOWERS BARGAIN PRICES 
UP TO $100.00 OFF LISTI ON •HANN •TORO •LAWNBOY 

ROTARY MOWERS 
Reg. List $54.95 NOW $43·88 

FREE DELIVERY & INSTRUCTIONS! 

FREE SET Of. GARDEN TOOLS WITH EACH MOWER! 

BONUS! 
EVERY PURCHASER OF A RIDING 
MOWER HAS THE OPTION OF • 
BUYING A $109.95 SNOW BLOWER 
FOR $59.00: AN ADDITIONAL 
SAVING OF $50.00: 

WE 
GUARANTEE 
& SERVICE 
EVERYTHING 
WE SELL 



'OurTown' 
Newspaper 

Narberth used to have its own 
newspaper, which was called 
simply, "Our Town". 

When the Narbrook Park As
sociation was formed in 1914, one 
of its stated purposes was "to 
provide a means of acquiring and 
disseminating information on any 
subject of public interest." 

The newspaper was started the 
same year that the civic associa
tion began to function. A committee 
of three women undertook the pub
lication of the weekly, taking time 
out from their daily chores to put 
it together. 

Philip Atlee Livingston, an 
English major at the University 
of Pennsylvania, got involved in 
the publication. He attended meet
ings, wrote them up, gathered 
news and attended to the other 
duties of an editor and publisher 
while going to day classes at the 
University. 

_Following his graduation from 
college in 1923, he started the 
Livingston Publishing Co. It was 
his belief that neighborhood news
papers served communities the 
best. A newspaper was started in 
Bala-Cynwyd which was sponsored 
by the Neighborhood Club there, 
as Our Town was sponsored by 
the civic association in Narberth. 

As editor of Our Town, Living
ston had as his assistant Robert 
M. Cameron, who later became 
president of the Narberth Borough 
Council. 

Livingston's publishing com
pany grew and expanded in fields 
other than newspaper publishing, 
Our Town was acquired by the late 
George Walker, along with the 
Bala-C.ynwyd News, the Ardmore 
Mainliner and the Haverford Town
ship News. 

Our Town was "beefed up" at 
first by calling it Town and Town-' 
ship. Nevertheless, advertising 
support was weak and the neigh-
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Community Turns Out To Honor Narberth School Principal On Hi,s Birthday 

Ricklin Fire Was Worst 
In History Of Narberth 

Narberth's worst fire , which threatened to destroy half 
of Narberth;s business district on Haverford Ave., occurred 
Jan. 7, 1-940, and involved a loss of $250,000. 

borhood newspapers languished 
and died of anemia. 

Under the editorship of Phil 
Livingston, however, Our Town 
was a functional newspaper and it 
helped greatly to foster the com
munity spirit for which Narberth 
is so well known. 

The fire broke out in Ricklin's 
hardware -store, . aJJ.d w,as fed by 
exploding cans of paint · and fuel 
oil from a burst furnace tank. It 
raged for three hours out of con-
trol, · 

WALLY WISHES NARBERTH 
A HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

From Ricklin's, the fire swept 
to Freeman's market, andJackson 
and Foltz ho·siery shop, the Essex· 
Beauty Shop, the Essex Kandy 
Kounter and other business places. 
Forty persons were evacuated 
from apartments above the stores •. 
Twenty-one cars were removed 

'from Funk's garage, which was 

NOW THAT 
YOU'VE SEEN 

THE RES'l~ 
SEE THE BEST. 

Let WALLY help 
you select the 

right look 
for you in 
Pantsuits, 

dresses, 
Skirts 

or whatever 
you wish to wear. 

Our NOW collection is 
perfect .. . Come soon. 

'VV a I I y I Sdresses'nthings 

unusual clothes for every occasion 

threatened along with the post 
·_office, i!} the rear of Ricklin's. · 

Lower · Merion police under 
Major Sam Gearhart, helped Nar
oorth policemen to control the 
spectators. 

Mrs. Esther Weiner, daughter 
of Hyman Hicklin, discovered the 
fire. She leaned out of her third
story bedroom window to give the 
alarm. She was afraid to run down
stairs through the dense smoke and . 
screamed for help. Rescuers found 
the 22-year-old woman on the 
floor and carried her out. Only in Narberth could such an outpouring for a schoolman 

About 2,000 people gathered take place. More than 400 attended a reception last March to 
in the falling snow to watch the honor Narberth School Principal Phil Cappalonga, on his birth
firemen battle the flames and had -day, March 21, which was proclaimed by the Mayor as Phil 
ringside seats at the Narberth sta- Cappa I onga Day. 
tion, aero ss the way. -.,-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-:._-Firemen injured were Richard 
Blessing, Guy Mosteller and 
George Carr all of Narberth and 
Al Ammondo of Cynwyd. 

Sparks showered· the area, and 
firemen were kept busy dousing 
rooftops. The blaze could be seen 
for miles around. 

The firemen were greatly 
handicapped by the frigid weather, 
and hoses were frozen to the 
ground. 

CLIFFORD B. IVES 
& CO., INC. 

CONTINENTAL DIVo 
Butterfly Valves 

CROSBY 

DANIEL INDUSTRIES 
Flow Metering 

Equipment 

301 l9na Ave., Narberth 

MOhawk 4~7220 

Relief Va lves 
FISHER CONTROLS 

Valves & Instruments 

IVES 
EQUIPMENT CORP. 

• LUNCHEONS - DINNERS - COCKTAILS 

• SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN FOOD 

•TAKEOUT SERVICE 

GIULI 
C FE 

ASCO 
Solenoid Valves 

DANIEL 
Check Valves 

FISCHER & PORTER 
Rotameters 

114 FORREST AVE 
NARBERTH, PA. 19072 

MERCOID 
Pressure, Level 

Switches 
PUROLATOR 

Fi:lters 

WOR.tESTER 
Bal I Valves 

215-839-6850 
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The Main Line's finest convalescent 

and recuperation center 

PAUL C. McCLATCHY, DIRECTOR 

HAVERFORD A VE. & RUGBY ROAD 

BRYN MA WR, PENNA. 

PHONE LA 5-8300 

"'-. __ 

. . ~-
'; . . ' · 

. eA.GE FORTY-NINE 



PAGE FIFTY THE MAIN LINE CHRONICLE, NARBERTH 75TH ANNIVERSARY THURSDAY,_ OCTOBER 8, ·1970 

Narberth Ginkgo Included 
In Social Register Of Trees 

Of two ginkgo trees listed in the "social register" 
published by the Morr.is Arboretum of noteworthy trees in 
this area, one is in the Tyler Arboretum and the other is in 
Narberth. 

T. Broom Belfield, owner of a 
foundry and manufacturing busi
ness in Philadelphia, bought five 
acres in the center of Narberth in 
1884. 

He engaged a noted architect of 
those days,·James A. Windrim, to 
design a large stone and wood 
dwelling and a stable in keeping 
with the mansion. It had all the 
modern improvements of 86 years 
ago. Two acres of lawn were en
closed with an iron picket fence. 

No gentleman's estate was 
complete in those days without at 
least one ginkgo tree, an Oriental 
species which has survived since 
the age of dinosaurs. It was a 
male. 

When the Montgomery Court 
Apartments were built, an effort 
was made to preserve some of 
the Belfield plantings. One of the 
trees saved was the towering ever
green which is strung with lights 
during the Christmas season. 

But the prize was the ginkgo 

tree, which is now 85 years old 
and has acquired an immense 
girth. 

Belfield also gathered many of 
the granite blocks which had been 
cut by Sing Sing prisoners as 
railroad tires for the old Columbia 
railroad, and on which rested the 
rails of the abandoned route. He· 
built four gateposts with the blocks 
and called them monuments to the 
first railroad in Pennsylvania run
ning west. 

AC. Shand, Pennsylvania Rail
road engineer, bought the Belfield 
property in 1904 and held it for 
27 years. It passed through several 
hands before it was bought for the 
site of the Montgomery Court' 
Apartments in the 1940's. 

Named For Trees 
Maple Ave . . was originally 

called Redrah Ave. and Chestnut 
Ave. was called Hillsloper· Ave. 
in the. beginning. 

: ......... .. . ........... · .... ...... . .. . ... .. ... . ... .. . .. .. ... . .......... . ... . ............... . ... .. ...... -= 

Albrecht's 
Garden Center 

& 
Albir cht's Flowers, 

Since 1882 

Are Proud To Be Part 

Of The Narberth Community 

Flower Shops Greenhouses 

Nurseries Garden Centers 

701 Montgomery Ave. Narberth 
MO 4-4300 

; .... ~ ............................................................................................................................................................................................... ~. 

Action-minded people use 
BRYN MAWR TRUST 
to achieve financial success. 

We share with you 
our know-how, know-what, 
know-who and know-where. 

HAVERFORD 
BRYN MAWR 
WAYNE 
OAKMONT 

THE BRYN MAWR TRUST COMPANY/ Member F. 0. I. C. 

THIS GINKGO tree in the court of the Montgomery Court 
Apartments, Narberth, was selected by Dr, John C, Swartley for 
the Morris Arboretum's llsocial register" of trees in this part of 
Pennsylvania, It was planted nearly 90 years ago and measures 
5 feet 7 inches in diameter, 

Why It's Called 
Haverford Ave. 

Haverford Ave. is the main 
street in Narberth and was part 
of the road that once connected 
Haverford Meeting in Haverford 
Township with M er ion Meeting. 
The highway was known for two 
centuries as the Haverford-Merion 
Rd. 

The section of the Haverford
Merion Rd. passing through Lower 
Merion is now known as Wynne
wood Rd., but Narberth retains 
the "Haverford" part of the name. 

The highway dead-ends at Mer
ion Meeting House on Montgomery 
Ave. 

Name Elm Asked 
For Post Office 

When a petition for a post office 
for Narberth was first presented, 
it was proposed to call the office 
Elm. However, as it turned out, 
there already was an Elm in the 
western part of the State. 

The name Narberth was duly 
approved in 1886, and two yeai:s 
later the railroad changed the name· 
of its station to Narberth, too, to 
conform with the name of the post 
office, which was located in the 
station building. 

It's sate to- assume that there 
is not another posl: . office in the 
world named Narberth, except the 
one in Wales. · · · 
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CARL W. METZGER Jr. accepts the recognition awards for 
Narberth from J. Permar Richards Jr., chairman of the board of 
directors of the American Cancer Society, Philadelphia Division. 
(See story). 

/ 

Congratulations Narberth! 
We've enjoyed serving you for the past 23 years. 

INVITATION ITEMS- CUSTOM MADE 

Distinctively Decorated Trays and Baskets 

Custom Made 

JEAN CROWELL STUDl[(O 

911 Montgomery Avenue, Penn Valley, Narberth, Pa. 19072 

MOhawk 4-1513 

Cagratulatiais 
NJrberth, 

its b:Bn a pleasure 
b serve you! 

FARM ER'S MARKET 

104 Essex Ave. 

Narberth 

Boro Known For Generpsity 

During the Great Depression of 40 years ago, a I1:1mber 
of residents of Narberth got together quietly to offer secret 
aid to those suffering extreme hardship. 

The group had no name, shunned 
publicity and scrupulously avoided 
causing embarrassment to the 
townspeople they aided, The town is 
known for the generosity of its 
residents -,- it has no colony of 
•the very rich nor does ithavepov
erty pockets. 

Fund raisers for charitable 

agencies have little difficulty re
cruiting volunteers, and count on 
the home owners for above-,aver
age per capita contributions, 

The American Cancer Society, 
for example, . tried out a pilot 
plan in Narberth this year that 
W?-5 different, There was no chair-

mari. Three volunteers, working 
from the Girard Bank in Narberth, 
recruited 105 workers in two days 
of making telephone calls. The 
workers raised $2512,20, and all 
the money pledged was · turned in 
within two weeks, It is doubtful 
whether any community on the 
Main Line did as well per capita, . 

The photograph at the left shows 
J. Permar Richards Jr., chairman 
of the board of directors of The 
American Cancer Society for this 
region, presenting Carl w. Met
zger Jr., vice-president of the 
Girard Bank, with a recognition 
award for the outstanding perfor
ance in this pilot program. 

Congratulations Narberth 

on 

Your 75th Anniversary 
We are proud to he part of this wonderful town 

WARREN'S CARD & GIFT SHOP 

"Where Shopping Is A Ple<lsure" 

Haverford Avenue 

Tel. 664-2361 Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 5:30 

HAMPER SHOP OF THE 
LANKENAU HOSPITAL 

CONSIGNMENT 
TUESDAY THRU FRID_AY- ~:30 A.M . TO 2 P.M. 

SHOP HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 

9:30 TO 4:30 SATURDAY TILL 1 P.M. 

DONATIONS -- ANYTIME 

CLOTHING & HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES 

BRIC-A-BRAC - CHINA - ANTIQUES 

714 MONTGOMERY AVE. NARBERTH 

MO 4-8772 
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Cold-Blooded Murder 
Of Redcoat Prisoners 

Irish laborers, cutting the roadbed for the Columbia 
Railroad through the Main Line in 1830 , were aghast 
when they uncovered two skeletons, with the remains of 
silk lapels dangling from the bones , as they wielded their 
picks on Montgomery Ave . near the General Wayne Inn. 

The discovery revived a grisly 
legend of a drunken woman who, 
outraged to find two captive British 
Redcoats in · her home during the 
bitter winter of 1777, shot each 
with his own musket and then 
bayonetted them, to the accompa
niment of curses. 

It was two weeks before Christ
mas . The haggard troops of Colonel 
Potter, decimated earlier by Brit
ish cavalry at Gulph Mills , had 
been sent across the Schuylkill to 
join General Washington, while a 
handful of Potter' s farm boys 
chased along behind Cornwallis, 
nipping at his rear guard in an 
effort to make Tory Philadelphia's 
warmth and gaiety a bit less plea
surable. 

At Abraham Streeper's Way
side Inn, now the General Wayne, 
the Yankees found a few laggard 
Redcoats. A skirmish ensued, and 
the British officer in charge was 
cut doWn. Two of his men, hemmed 
in and terrified, dropped their 
weapons in surrender. 

Her Miniature 
Streeper, watching the fight 

from his tavern, took pity on the 
wounded officer and ordered him 
carried inside, where he died on 
the hearth. His identity was never 
learned; a miniature of a patrician 

. English . girl was the only clue. 
The miniature could not be 

t raced, so Streeper kept it. It was 
passed down through his family 
until it came into the possession 
of Mr s. Joel Cook of Merion in 
1900. 

The officer' s hapless troops, 
meanwhile, were presenting a 
pr oblem to their captors. The Yan
kee soldiers had been ordered on 
:to Blackley, and couldn't take the 
'prisoners along. 

The Redcoats were marched 
· across the road to a stone house 
beside a blacksmith shop. The two 
small boys who answered the door 
were ordered to take the bound 
soldiers in and keep an eye on them 
until the Continentals could return 

at midnight. The boys, whose moth
er was _out looking for their father: 
agreed, 

Not long afterwards Mrs. Wil
son returned. A bowlegged, raw
boned, frowsy women, Mrs. Wilson 
had a broad mean streak with a 
tongue to match . She was , in.addi
tion, well on her way to being 
roaring drunk. 

Screaming profanities about the 
"lobsterbellies," Mme. Wilson 
berated the soldiers and cursed the 
Americans who had left therri there. 

Whereupon one of the Redcoats, 
frightened and uncomfortable in the 
ropes which bound him, volun
teered, "Leddy, Ah didn' ahsk to 
coom 'ere." 

Corpses _Buried 
His temerity so enraged the· 

tipsy Mrs. Wilson that she lifted 
their muskets, also left behind by 
the Americans, and shot both men. 
As if to make sure her grisly 
work was done, she then ran the 
bayonets through the soldiers' 
hearts. 
· The carnage seemed to sober 
her up, though, because, suddenly 
horror- stricken at what she had 
done, she ordered her boys to bury 
the men by the side of the road. 
The older boy dug the grave, and 
Mrs . Wilson and her younger son 
dragged the soldiers to it , hastily 
covering it after they had dumped · 
the bodies in. 

The Wilsons then disappeared 
into the night , never to be seen on 
the Main Line again. When the 
Americans returned for their 
prisoners, neighbors admitted 
hearing shots but explained that, 
fearing a skirmish, they had stayed 
inside. ' 

When Washington and the Con
tinentals heard of the slaughter 
they were outraged, but it wasn't 
long before they were forced into 

·camp. at Valley Forge, while the 
British holed up in Philadelphia. 
Lower Merion became a no man's 
land. 

Human Bone In Attic Was Relic Of Bloody Deed 

HOME OF FOUNDER OF ELM -- This was the home of William Thomas, founder of Elm 
(see item below), The femur of a skeleton found in the attic in 1885 wi:as said to be that of one 
of the murdered Redcoats, the .story of which appears on this page. · 

Not until the construction of 
the Columbia Railroad over 50 
years later uncovered the bones 
were the soldie-rs thought ofagain, 
Then the news spread quickly, and 
Main Liners gathered to collect 
the bones as grisly souvenirs of 
the Revolutionary slaughter. 

Records show that as late as 
1885 a femur from .one of the 
skeletons rested in the attic of the 
old Thomas homestead on Merion 
Rd., near Montgomery Ave. 

Objected To Smoking 
The Borough Council met in the. 

Narberth public school on Essex 
Ave. in October, 1895, The presi
dent of the Narberth Public School 
was the Rev. Philip L, Jones, who 
objected to the Councilmen smok
ing in the school building. 

Rather than give up the use of 
tobacco, the Councilmen voted to 
return to their original meeting 
place, in the Goodman & Clothier 
real estate office on Windsor Ave. 

Elm Trees Reminded Thomas 
Of His Old Home In Wales 

One of the oldest houses in Narberth is one on the 
northeast corner of the town which was once the residence 
of the man who founded the village of Elm Station. 

William Thomas, who founded· 
the village of Elm, now a part of 
Narberth, bought a 28-acre tract 
and house in 1847 from the Price 
family, who had held it since the 
time of William Penn, The dwell
ing is believed to have been built 
by the same Price who erected 
the Price House (1803) in Nar
berth and the Penn Tavern (1798) 
on Lancaster Ave,, Wynnewood, 
The general plan of all three 
and many details are similar. 

According to trad,ition, William 
Thomas donated the right-of-way 
through his property totheColum
bia Railroad when it was relocated 
in 1851 on condition that. it name 
its local station Elm. The 
numerous elm trees on his pro
perty reminded him of his native 
Wales, it is said, The present 
station, built in 1870, was called 
Elm until 1894, 'Yhen the name 
was changed to Narberth. 

The William Thomas House is 
in almost perfect condition. It 
retains the original mantels, most 
of the flooring, cupboards, hard
ware, doors, etc. A fine spiral 
,staircase circles from the ground 

·noor to the attic; 
It is located on Merion Rd. near 

Montgomery Ave. 

Elm .Incorporated 

In Borough Seal 
The corporate seal of the 

Borough of Narberth contains an 
Elm tree in the center. It is the 
symbol of the town, part of which 
was once called Elm. 

Up until the tinie the present 
post office was built, a very large 
old elm, about 150 years old, stood 
on the site. It was believed by 
· many that the town got its nam,e 
fre>m thifi tree. 

-------------------------,-·=-

Main Line 
Delicatessen 
OPEN DAILY AND SUNDAY 

DELICIOUS FOODS 
Sandwiches * Salads 

Cold Cuts* Delicatessen 

Ready To _Take Out

ICE CREAM 

I MOhawk 4 - 92631 
109 N. Narberth Ave., Narberth 
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Hw; Given 55 Years OJ Active Service the club's history recalls, "and 
held practice twice a week in the 

No Woman's Cluh?That Shocked H Y. Once we challenged the Junior er Club team to a contest. Naturally, 
we won. By one point, but we won. 

Mrs. William Cameron, the wife of · a dentist who re• 
turned to Narberth from Rangoon, India in 1915, was 
"shocked' ' that the little Borough had no women's club, 
so she set about to organize one. 

Her efforts were successful, · 
and the first meeting of the new 
group was held in the old YMCA 
building at the corner of Forrest 
and Haverford Aves. 

"The meeting was small," the 
club's historian notes, "but then, 
so was Narberth.'' 

'sold war bonds and, in the words of 
tiie historian, "we -canned and can
ned and canned," During World 
War I, when a flu epidemic raged 
through the Main Line, they oper-
ated a soup kitchen. _ 

taught them ali how to -play bridge, 
they organized fund- raising_ card 
parties, through which _they have 
raised tens of thousands of dollars 
for charitable activities. 

. A suitable memorial, dis
playing a heart, a club, a spade 
and a diamond, was put up on the 
Narberth playground and dedicated 
to Mrs. Mulholland, . 

"We had_ a b_!lsketball te~m," 

We were so elated that we gave 
our coach, Hilda Durbin, a gold 
basketball," 

.. 'GEE WHIZ' CLUB 
The organization also helped 

sponsor the Gee Whiz Club during 
World War II, Gee Whiz, short for 
Girls with Husbands in the Ser
vice, maintained a membership of 
30 throughout the war. Other war 
efforts included the sale of $183,-
275 in War Bonds and $12,000 in 
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war stamps. 
The Narberth women were also 

the first in the country to furnish 
a room at the Valley Forge General 
Hospital, in December of 1944. 

Other charities include gen
erous contributions to medical re
search and to the Women's Medical 
College of Philadelphia, for which 
the ladies have received citations. 

In 1952 they bought plows for 
the ravaged fields of Greece. 
Veterans' projects have been the 
beneficiaries of the club's good 
works as well, and thousand:3 of 
volunteer hours have been put in 
at Veterans' Hospitals. 

From that modest beginning 
the Women's Community Club of 
Narberth has grown into one of the 
most important organizations in 
the Borough, making a nearly end
less list of contributions to the 
welfare of Borough residents and 
to a wide variety of charities. 
WAR SERVICES 

During the wars, the ladies 
sewed garments, knitted socks, 

For 20 years the women ran a 
-Child Health Clinic, which was_ 
especially busy during the bitter, . 
years of the Depression, They have,· 
given scholarship_!; to deserving 
students; arid more than one scout 
troop has also benefited from their
generosity. 

The ladies manage to turn evert 
recreational activities into good 
deeds. When Mary Mulholland 

Happy Birthday 
Narberth 

McLaglen, Del Rio Starred 
In Narberth's First Movie 

Dolores Del Rio and Vict01:. McLaglen starred in Wil
liam Fox's "Loves of Carmen" at the grand opening of 
the Narberth Theatre in November of 1927 , _ 

We extend congratulations to you on your 75th Anniversary 

McGarry&Smith Plun1hing& Heating 

M04- 2485 

109 Forrest .Ave 
Narberth 

MO 4 • 9664 

Th~ original theat:e pro~;am adven~re, daring ·deeds, amazing 

des~nbed the silent film as The ee:x~pli~e;r;i5e=n:c;e;s;an:~d;go;;o5d~=~=c=l;e5an~=~=fu~5~n;·=•::·=•:.:.•;;;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;== darmg love story of Carmen, the ... _ - ' • 
girl with the heart of a wanton, 
the mind of a child and the soul 
of a woman." 

A long list of other movie greats 
of yesteryear followed at the 
local theatre. During the first 
years they were all silent films 
and the screen action was accom
panied with a new Hope Jones 
orchestral organ. Tom Mix and 
Tony the wonder horse, Shirley 
Temple, Mickey Rooney as Andy 
Hardy and Garbo entertained Nar
berth residents in silent pictures 
and when the first talkies came in, 

Ann Phillips was a teenager 
when MGM's Big Parade, starring 
John' Gilbert, came to Narberth in 
1928. She was hired as the 
theatre's cashier and was made 
manager in 1946. Miss Phillips 
remembers when the movies w·ere 
the focus of family entertainment. 
FAMILY FILMS NOW SCARCE 

"In the days before TV, the 
whole family depended on the mov
ies for entertainment. The pro-

MANUEL SALISAN, who 
buil't the Narberth Theatre 
in 1927, and Ann Phillips, who· 
·has been manager since 1946, 
from an old snap~hot. 
ducers recognized this and made 
films with general appeal. Fam
ilies came to the movies as a group 
and it was a big event each week. 

"Things started to change after 
the Second World War. To keep 
their audiences, the movie in
dustry had to put more sex and 
violence into the pictures. I've 
had · a hard time finding good family 
films for Narberth. · 

· When Manuel Salisim built his 
theatre on Narberth Ave. in the 
Fall of 1927 he billed it as "an 
.enchanted land where you can flee 
from th~ prosaic affairs of the 
work-a-day world and find on its 
smooth silver screen that other 
country of your dreams -- that 
jorous Jand of love,_roman~e, high 

We share the Pride 

of the Citizens of Narberth 

in its Mayor . 

RICHARD T. SMITH .. M.D ... , , 

who for many years has been our Director of Professional Information 

AND WE FELICITATE THE BOROUGH ON THE DEVOTION OF ITS COUNCIL AND 

BOROUGH OFFICIA·LS 10 THE SERVICE OF ITS RESIDENTS. 

MERCK,_ SHARPE & DOHME 

DIVISION OF MERCK & CO., INC. 
WEST POINT 
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French Cars And Tally-Ho's Were Dashing Sights On Pike 
Montgomery Ave., until 1917, was a private enterprise 

toll road from Philadelphia to the Merion Cricket Club . 
Down the dusty road, the tollgate keeper could often 

see a tally-ho as it thundered and rocked. Nothing_ on the 
pike equalled the magnificance of Frank Thompson's four • 
in-hand. 

The four splendid horses, heads 
up, mouths flecked with foam, 
slowed to a trot as they neared 
the toll · gate. On the high seat the 
driver, fingers threaded with 
r eins, lifted a tapering whip in 
salute. The little boy at the toll 
gate breathed a sigh of pure rap
ture. 

Then there was the magnifi
cent French automobile of George 
H. McFadden with an outside chain 
drive. It was a green car with 
bright red upholstery and no top. 
The gate-keeper could hear it 
coming half a mile away. Grover 
Bergdoll often came roaring past 
in his racing automobi}e. 

'BELMONT RACE HORSES 

House where the Albrecht Nursery 
is now located. There were no 
other houses near except the 
stately old house at 714 Mont
gomery Ave. which was built in 
1803, the McDowell place across 
the street, Merion Meeting and 
the General Wayne. 

When the road was taken over 
by the state, .about 1917, the toll 
house was moved up on Meeting 
House Lane, where later on the 
halves of the old r ace track in 
were relocated. 
TOLL GATES AND FARES 

No. 4 Gate, at Meetinghouse 
Lane, was close to the Belmont 
Driving Park which, between 1876 
and 1926, was one of the best
known harness horse racing 
tracks in the country. 

Montgomery Pike was then a 
tar road, still" soft enough fo r the 
average horse, but not too dusty 
for the well-protected motorist. 
Mrs. Long' s toll house stood on the 
plot of ground opposite the Meeting 

The toll gates were placed one 
at 54th and City Line, the second 
at Bala and Montgomery Aves., a 
third at Levering Mill Rd. and 
Montgomery Ave., number four at 
Meeting House Lane in Narberth 
and the fifth at Church Rd., Ard
more. 

Number four, the only one with 
a resident keeper, was kept fo r 
years by Mrs. Margaret Miller. 
The position was later held for 
seven or eight years by Mr s . Long. 

MONTGOMERY PIKE TOLL GATE -- Located on Montgomery Ave. near Meetinghouse Lane, 
the toll gate house was afterwards removed to Meetinghouse Lane, Narberth, where it was con
·verted into a residence. Above, Margaret Long and her son, Clarence, collect 7 cents toll from 
driver of this sup_er-deluxe 1910 French car. (Note right-hand drive and Merry Window hats) . 

•All but toll gate number four 
were open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
after which the gates were left 
open and collecting for the whole 

length of the road was done at the 
toll house at Meeting House Lane 
up until 10 p.m. 

Sometimes when somethingun-

usual was afoot and traffic re- in Fairmount Park around 1912 
mained heavy, the toll house at the gate was opened at 5:30 a.m. 
number four was open far into the to accommodate the rattling gigs 
night and during the auto races and snorting cars of Main Liners 

Hoagie 
Shop 

RESTAURANT at Woodbine and 
Iona Aves., Narberth, featuring 
Italian Specialties, Platters and 
Sandwich es. 

A 'Brick Row' boy who got his start 

1n Narber.th ~nd made good 

pays tribute to his Home Town on its 

THE PIKE PUB 
BALTIMORE PIKE, WAWA -- LUXURY DINING ESTABLISHMENT, ON 

FEATURING 
9:20 P.M. 

BANJO REVIEW EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT STARTING AT 

LOU'S INDUSTRIAL CATERING 
IS AN EXPANSION OF OUR NARBERTH RESTAURANT, OPERATING A 
FLEET OF TRUCKS SERVING A WIDE AREA. 

en route to the races. 
Charges were 7 cents for an 

automobile through one toll gate or 
26 cents for a through ticket - -
two cents for a horse and wagon 
and one cent for horseback riders. 
and bicycles. 

There were no passes, but many 
Main Line families kept a monthly 
charge so that when a spanking 
pair with its carriage load of high 
silk hats and feather boas would 
come prancing around the bend or 
when a precariously top-heavy 
machine with all its brasses shin
ing came puffing down the straight 
way, the gate was thrown open 
and Mrs. Long hurried in to add 
the char ge to her daily r eport. 

Night Club 
Patriotism 

For a demonstration of pat
riotic fervor, you have got to visit 
Lou Volpi's night club in Wawa on 
a Saturday night, when at 11:30 
p.m. the patrons, who pack the 
place from wall to wall, rise to 
pledge allegiance to the Flag and 
join in the heartfelt s inging of 
"God Bless America." 

Lou, a native of Narberth, says 
that' s where he intends to live for 
the rest of his days. He started 
in business in a little store across 
from his pr esent location at the 
corner of Iona and Woodbine Aves., 
selling hoagies . That was 19years 
ago. 

He prospered in his restaur ant 
in his present location, in a con
verted house, the grounds ofwhich 
are attractively maintained. He 
expanded the business by going in 
for industrial catering, which em
ploys a fleet of nine trucks. 

But Lou' s dream has been to 
own a night club, and the one he 
operates on Baltimore Pike at 
Wawa is a plush place where for 
$5.50 you can get a luxury dinner. 
Lobsters and steaks are featured. 

What draws packed houses on 
Saturday nights is the five-hour 
program of American folk favor
ites, country and mountain music, 
played by a company of banjoists. 
The program starts at 9:20 p.m. 

And the thrill of the evening is 
to witness the display of good, 
old-fashioned patriotism at 11:30 
p.m. 

Stained Glass Issue 

Won By St. Margaret's 
U .s. Customs tried to levy on 

the stained glass windows which 
were imported for the present st. 
Margaret's Church and a test case 
was made of the issue. 

The parish won after along and 
costly battle, but established the 
precedent for the admission of 
stained glass windows, duty free , 
for churches. 
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§ We are proud to be in business in Narberth, § 

; and we strive to make Narberth proud of us. ! 
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Hurry! Hurry! Vp''The Hill'' 

More and more people are discovering 
Narberth's Mini Shopping Street for Maxi Values. 

Just look what you can find! 

hdi MO 4-4270 

fa}o, 
9\}rg 
at .... 

RM-0 
re:lu1y Xlbi & gtt srqJ 

37N. Narberth Ave. 

-
MO 4-4110 MO 4-4225 
,~~~~~.~~ 

i£ 111s•al & one of a ki•d decorati•g I 
~ • fabrics • accessories I 
I •original paintings .upholstery I 
a - ·• 
~ •custom picture framing ~ 
~ ~ 
~ • our decorator will be available ~ I _ _ _ for , c~~~-ultatio_ns I 
~~~fffi~~~~.~~~tffi~~~~~~~~ 

S~Sttduu 
39 N. Narberth Ave. 

why go ta New Yark 
far your coordinated -

•Wallpa~rs Paints 
• Bedspreads 

• Draperies -
• Shower Curtains 

•Valences 
• Table Cloths 

•., ·came ta the . .. - •Linens 
· !~ /', S~, '?eawat instead! 

1 

35N. Narberth Ave._ MO 7-':JJ75 

An Interior Designer 
Will Help You 
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Located In Community Center, Small Town, U.S.A. ____...-wa1n:itATH 
~MMUNITY LIBRAR~ 

Outstanding Library Started As Operation Bootstrap 
If the spanking new, brick and glass contemporary Mun· 

icipal Building at Conway and Haverfcrd Aves. is Nar• 
berth's brain and nerve center, no one will deny that around 
the corner, in the long block on Windsor Ave. between 
Conway and Wynnewood Aves., is 
the center that is Narberth's heart. this made possible the attractive 
This is the Community Building three .. wing community building on 
housing the Library. Windsor Ave. which became the 

In off hours it is a beehive of library's permanent home. 
activity. Children' s bikes sprawl The Borough Fathers, too, 
against the bricked flower beds. pitched in with an annual contri-
Self--important Brownies in their bution, which has kept pace with the 
crisp uniforms bustle in and out times and the rising cost of books 
of the building busy with a cake and librarians' salaries. 
sale. When school is in session, "I wish people could realize 
the Library hums with youngsters how generous and fair the Borough 
bent on researching their assign-- . Council is,'' remarks Mary Louise 
ments. Glessner, who is in charge of 

Her e the t wo women's clubs Narberth' s library. "In small 
meet to wor k at their various wel-- towns, it's not always easy to find 

.fare and charitable projects; in t he funds for all of the com-
one of its wings, the Harold D. munity' s needs. Our Council has 
Speakman Post of the American always tried to be fair." 
Legion holds its meetings, and, LIBRARY PERSONNEL 
come election day, each Spring Nar berth is fortunate in its 
and Fall, the voters from Nar-- ·librarian. AgraduateoftheTemple 
berth's three precincts come here University Library School, Miss 
to cast their ballots . · Glessner brings sparkle and enthu--

This is the Community Center, siasm to her work, as well as a 
Narberth, Small Town, U.S.A., and high degree of competence. For-
the Libr ary is its most useful and merly she headed the uptown 
popular unit. branch of the Library Company 
OPERATION BOOTSTRAD of Philadelphia but in 1954 Miss 

It is a friendly, bustling place. Glessner left this responsible post 
Admiring the modern librarians'· to take over the stewardship of 
desks and the newly r e --decorated the library in her home town. The 
childr en's section, you find it hard community Library has moved 
to believe that you are looking at rapidly for ward ever s ince. 
Oper ation Bootstrap, started in Assisting at the front desk, 
1921 with a handful of books on a past which t roop young and old to 
windows ill. check out their books, are veteran 

Mrs. ·Robert Fellows Wood was Assistant Librarian Mrs. Grace 
the founder, and it was inherhome c . Boney, whose friendly interest 
that the Narberth Community Li-- and knowledge of the community 
brary came into existence. A gift make her one of the Library's 
of $30 from the Women' s Com- outstanding assets, and several 
munity Club made possible the part-time workers. All shareMiss 
pur chase of 18 volumes, and to Glessner' s enthusiasm. 
these wer e added a collection of "But we could accomplish very 
detective fiction, contr ibuted by little if it weren' tfor the wonderful 
William Livingston, a Borough backing of our Library Board," 
r esidPnt. Miss Glessner will tell you. "They 

Inspired by Mr s . Wood' s zeal, give us splendid cooperation and 
other s began to work for the new a free hand and no one could ask 
venture. Proceeds fr om thesaleof more than that." 
fhe for mer Y .M.C.A. building were One could, of course, ask a 
allocated for a library building and great deal valuable as such 

THE LATE MRS. ROBERT F. WOOD of Ar.dmore, founder of 
the library and the Community Building which has housed the 
library for more than 40 yea rs. Reproduction is from a zinc cut 
used by the Evening Public Ledger October 8, 1928. 

CHILDREN'S CORNER IN THE OLD LIBRARY when it. was located in the for~er YMCA 
Building nearly 50 years ago. 

backing is . A larger budget to 
work with, for instance. The ·Nar
berth Community Library operates 
on a tight annual budget of 

$18,580 and does wonders with 
it: . 

There is a never-ending supply 
of new fiction and non-fiction, and 
shelf after shelf of source mater
ial. All the worth-while magazines 
are to be found on a round table 
surrounded by comfortable reading 
chairs, and more often than not, 
the cheery spot is preempted by 
some of Narberth's senior 
citizens. 

And then, come Halloween and 
Christmas and Easter, a dish of 
candy for junior patrons always 
makes an appearance on the li
_ brarian's desk, side by side, often 
enough, with a bowl of fresh flow
ers from someone' s garden. 

USE BY SCHOOL 
But in addition to providing 

recreation for young and old, the 
Library is an integral part of the 
Narberth School. Teachers keep in 
'close touch and several times 
yearly groups of 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders are brought for visits, to 
be instructed on the use of library 
resources. Many of the youngsters 
hold junior memberships and it is 

not uncommon to see a tot who can 
barely reach over -the top of the 
desk checking out a book. 

Today the Narberth Library has 
a yearly circulation of 58,315, 
which represents the patronage of 
many from outside who like the 
warm cooperation and friendly at
mosphere of the place. 

There are new bricked flower 
beds and walkways in front, flank
ing the flowering crabapple trees, 
and several innovations inside, 
such as the photocopier, which was 
badly needed and is much used. 

Outside, in warm weather, there 
is al ways the busy hubbub that 
surrounds playground activities, 
and you must walk war ily for here 
and there are the s igns of young 
people .... ,bicycles and strollers 
and catchers' mitts . 

Inside, on long winter even
ings, there is the busy hum of 
school children getting help with 
their homework and patrons per
suing avidly the latest shipment of 
new books. 

The Narberth Library is an 
outstanding example of pooled 
community effort. 

ANOTHER VIEW of the old library half a century ago. This was the reading and reference 
room. The librarian in charge was Mrs. Wiegandt. 
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MILLION-DOLLAR PROOF OF FAITH IN NARBERTH 
Narrigan-Built projects in Narberth, 

are designed to conform with the 

character of the town -- a community 

of comfortable suburban homes. 

ABOVE PROJECTS IN NARBERTH WERE 

PLANNED AND CONSTRUCTED BY 

ROBERT D. NARRIGAN 
BUILDER 

DEYON, PA. 
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Great Men Of .History Were Guests At The General.Wayne 
(See old photo on Pa!?;e 35) 

Neighbors on Montgomery Pike on the fringe of Narberth 
are two very old landmarks •• Merion Meeting House, where 
Friends have wcrshipped continuously since 1695, and the 
General Wayne Inn, which is said to date from 1704. 

Many legends have come down 
to us through the years of events 
at the General Wayne, and of the 
many great figures of history that 
have found shelter and refresh
ment there. 

The latest in the succession of 
owners in the past 266 years are 
Arthur and Barton Johnson who, 
along with thousands of others 
have had an affectionate · regard 
for the General Wayne, which is 

front of the General Wayne is a 
young girl. Only a month ago the 
girl, now close to 90, stopped at 
the General Wayne for dinner. 

We print here the history of 
the General Wayne, as it has come 
down to the management. 

* * * 
Wayne History 

one of the few ancient hostelries Robert Jones built the Inn on 
which preserve the original lines about an acre of ground which he 
and appearance of Colonial times, bought from Edward Rees or Price 

Its authentic architecture is so for 20 shillings. The tractofwhich 
often admired, and its associations its acre was a part was bought 
make it a revered symbol of the from Penn. In fact, at one time 
community's colorful pasthistory. the place was known as the Wil-

It has been a witness to the liam Penn Inn, having been re
western movements of the hardy named for the Founder when he 
pioneers. The great Conestoga stopped there while attending the 
wagons rumbled past the inn. Then ' Quarterly Meeting at the Merion 
came the puffinglocomotivesofthe Meeting next door. 
old Columbia railway, and lastly In 1746, Anthony Tunis rented 
the streams of automobile traffic, the Inn and called it Tunis Or
starting with the fancy French cars dinary. East of the Old . Tavern 
of Main Liners more than 60 years and drawing a line due South to 
ago, Hog Island in the Delaware River, 

A NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR •· Merion Meeting House, adjoining the General Wayne, from a 
drawing made in 1828. The venerable house of worship, built in 1696, antedates the inn by a mere 
decade. 

On Page 35 there is a photo- Scull & Heap's map of 1750 shows Philadelphia. 
graph of the General Wayne Hotel only 45 properties west of the The Ordinary in a British 
taken about 75 years ago, Third Schuylkill River. In 1749 there Public House is the room in which 
from the left of those standing in were 2076 dwelling houses in a meal of uniform courses is 

•1_ ,-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-3_ =-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-•- served at a price that is alike to every patron. This perhaps was 
the inauguration in the Colonies of 
the first Table DeHote meal. The 
price was two shillings, the same 
price charged by Tunis to stable 
and feed one horse overnight. 

Triple-Play Knit 
fashion sport for fol I in 
doubleknit wool. Belted 

bush jacket tops arid briefly 
sleeved she I I and flarepants. 

Black or brown, 16½ to 26½, $75 

~~YANT 
Ardmore 

1750 Addition 
Abraham Streeper in 1750 ac

quired the property, renamed it 
streepers Tavern and erected a 
three and one-half story addition 
to the rear, operating a Stage 
House in conjuncti:m with the Tav
ern. 

The Inn saw many stirring 
events. The opening of the Old 
Lancaster Rd. and establishment 
of the Philadelphia and Lancaster 
Stage Coach Line made it a busy 
and important station. Not only was 
it the first stage stop from Phila
delphia but it served as one of the 

first Post Offices, Benjamin 
Franklin as Postmaster of the 
Colonies is reputed to have visited 
here weekly to personally distri
bute mail, 

George Washington stopped at 
the Inn on Sept. 14, 1777 on his 
way to Valley Forge, it is said, 
ana its roof sheltered Lafayette 
on more than one occasion. 

Anthony Wayne, having won 
for his country the territory be
tween the Ohio and the Mississippi, 
came down the Lancaster Rd. on 
Feb. 6, 1795, fresh from the battle 
of Fallen Timbers and the hero of 
the day. At Streepers Tavern three 
troops of Philadelphia Light Horse 
met him and received him with 
ceremony and escorted him to 
Philadelphia. From that day to this 
the place has been known as the 
General Wayne Inn. 

First Post Office 
In 1830 the Inn becamethefirst 

post office of the Township. From 
1806 to 1861 Township elections 

were held here and it has always 
been a polling place until recently. 

Edgar Allan Poe is reputed to 
have written a large part of the 
Raven in this Old Tavern. For 
many years a pane of glass in one 
of the windows bore his name 
inscribed by . him, evidently with 
a borrowed diamond. 

The Township Commissioners 
held their first meeting at the 
General Wayne Inn. Merion Chap
ter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, held its inaugural 
meeting here ·tm April 17, 1895, 
and made their headquarters here 
until 1939. 

The Historic General Wayne 
Inn has been selected as an out
standing example of Early Ameri
can 'Architecture of the Historical 
American Building Survey, Wash
ington, D. c. Pictures and mea
surements of the selected build
ings will be recorded and pre
served in the Fine Arts Division 
of the Library of Congress. 

Robert J. Sigel, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers 

822 Montgomery Avenue 
Narberth 

TE 9-3200 
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The people 
at Fidelity Bank 
wish the people 

of Narberth 
a very . 

happy 7 5th anniversary. 

THE FIDELITY BANI<. 
Wynnewood Office, 250 East Lancaster Avenue, MI 2-2990 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M.; Friday: 9:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M. 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

PAGE FIFTY-NINE 
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Narberth in Wales was originally called Castell yn Arberth. It is a small market town that has 
had a fiery history. It was bumed by the Danes in 994 A.D. Until 1115 it boasted a Norman 
castle, but that was bumed, too, by th,e Welsh. However, parts of the stronghold, said to have 

. been the residence of early Welsh kings, still remain. 

FLORSHEIM'S 
SVPER 
SOFT 

Specially soft textured leathers 
make fashion tracks easily. In shades of warm 

browns, to match the shades of the 
season comfortably. $22.00 

FEATURING THE FLORSHEIM 
WOMEN'S SHOE COLLECTION. 

S.T. LYMAN 

SUBURBAN SQUARE 

ARUMORE, PA: 

Ml 2-1030 

Joe Tripician 
ServedBoro 
Many Years 

JOSEPH F. TRIPICIAN 
. 

Much of the material in this 
supplement has been made avail
able through the research of Joseph 
F. Tripician Jr., who retired atthe 
beginning of this year after serving 
20 years on the Narberth Borough' 
Council, of which he was president 
at the time of his retirement. 

Though not sitting any longer 
as a member of the Borough Coun
cil, he is regarded, in the words 
of Mayor Richard T. Smith, as 
"ex-officio Councilman". 

Pioneered 
In Baseball 

The Main Line Baseball 
League, which flourished before 
World War· II, had its inception 
in Narberth, but the community 
had its "match games" as early 
as 1890. 

The L ea g u e was organized 
somewhere around 1912 or 1914, 
according to Gene Davis, who at 
one time managed the Borough 
team and who now lives in Maine. 

Games were first played on 
what was known as Anthwyn Farms, 
then the ballfield was moved to 
the site of the present Montgom-

ery Court Apartments, and at var
ious other . locations until the 
present diamond and grandstand 
were quilt on the Narberth Play
ground. 

Narberth was the backbone of 
the League and held the circuit 
together; which took in at various 
times Berwyn, Wayne, Ardmore, 
Bryn Mawr, the Choctaws, Paoli, 
Gladwyne, Bala-Cynwyd andStraf
ford. 

Interest in baseball was so 
high and competition was so tense 
that games were often broken up 
by riots, especially during the 
1920's. 

Sometimes baseball bats were 
used in these encounters. The job 
of umpire was a hazardous one. 

SELF-SERVI CE STA TE STORE at Narberth station, which 
was opened for business last month, is a de luxe pilot operation, 
one of the first in an experiment by the Liquor Control Board. 

Who doesn't look 
75? 

Narberth, 
That's who! 

Congratulations to the 

Boro of Narberth 

DEGLER - WHITING, INC. MARTIN F. CONNOR CO. 

34 West Ave. 
Wayne, Pa. 

MU 8-5518 

Fuel Oils -- Oil Burners 
1005 E. Willow Grove Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19118 

CH 8-1692 

THE GOOD OLD DAYS ARE COMING TO NARBERTH 
You will find gifts sure to please eveiyone at the 

NEW! Narberth Countiy Store, opening Thursday, 
Oct. 8, from 10 to 6. Come on the fiist day of Nar
berth's 75th Anniversaiy celebration, Sunday, Oct. 11, 
from 10 to 6. Huriy over -- you'll love shopping at the 
Narberth Countiy Store. 

THE NARBERTH COUNTRY STORE 
125 N. NARBERTH AVE. 
Louise Leto, Prop. 

NARBERTH, PA. 19072 
PHONE: MO 7-4240 

'It's worth the trip' 
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Physician 
Was ·ManTo 
Remember 

-This Was The Narberth Junwr High School Soccer Squad In 1924 

Whenever Main Liners talk of 
old time family doctors, they re
call Dr, A. J, Denman, who came 
to Narberth more than 40 years 
ago when he heard that the town 
needed a doctor. 

Neighbors in the vicinity of 
119 Windsor Ave., where he lived; 
could hear his garage doors swing 
open often in the dead of a bitter 
midwinter night as Dr. Denman, 
wearing an overcoat over his pa
jamas, would rush to answer an 
_emergency. 

The wealth or importance of 
patients, their poverty or ob
scurity, made no difference to 
him, and he is known to have 
passed up fat fees from well-to
do patients in order to minister to 
the child of an indigent who needed 
him more. 

He was not overly blessed with 
worldly goods, Nevertheless, he 
served impoverished families dur
ing the Depression without ever 
expecting to be paid, though he 
was having tough sledding himself. 

He was an uncanny diagnosti
cian and a physician of great skill, 
He was ::.. big man in every way, 
but the biggest part of him was 
his heart. 

When he died at 61, they said 
he had worn himself out, but that 
is the way he wanted to go. 

"They don't have doctors like _____________________ --------,;;;;;;;;:;;;:;;;::;;:;:=====================;:-
old Dr, Denman any more," is a 
remark often made when the sub- Fire Chief was Curator 
ject of family doctors is discussed, 

Fees And Fines Of Barnes Art Collection 
In Early Years 

Public conveyances were li
censed during the early years of 
the Borough. The fee was $5 for 
a one-horse rig and $10 for 
vehicles drawn by two or more 
horses, 

Livestock found at large were 
inpounded, and the owner of a 
stray horse, cow or pig had to pay 
a fine of $3 if the animal was 
claimed within 48 hours. Other
wise the fine was increased at the 
rate of 50 cents a day. 

There were fines also for at
tempting to shoot an opossum, 
bird, rabbit or squirrel without 
the Borough limits. 

The speed limit on bicycles 
was fixed at 10 miles per hour, 

Train Robbery Loot 
The site of the Narberth Play

ground was once a rat-infested 
swamp, and the loot from a train 
robbery, in which an officer was 
shot, was buried here, 

The late Dr. Albert C. Barnes, who did more than any 
one man to break down the prejudice , in America against 
the great French masters of modern art, and who estab• 
lished the Barnes Foundations with 
its galleries of art works worth 
upwards of $250,000,000 today, 
was an Honorary Vice President 
of the Narberth Fire Company. 

The curator of the collection 
was the late Albert H. Nulty, 
Narberth Fire Chief, The follow
ing extract is from a penciled 
note Dr. Barnes sent to Nulty 
from Paris in 1933,concerning 
the many Renoirs he acquired: 

"Put the Renoir in the place 
where the Soutine Rabbit is now, 
in room number 9, and put the 
Soutine in storage in the mez
zanine, A new frame is to be put 
on the small Cezanne in room 
number 5, alongside the Watteau. 
The other small Cezanne on that 
same wall is to have the small 
frame which you received at 
Merion last month." 

A Soutine, by the way, .sold in 
London the other day for over $1 

million, A larger canvas of the 
same subject by the same master, 
worth infinitely more, hangs at 
the Barnes Foundation, 

Charles V. Noel, secretary 
of the Borough Council, was fatally 
stricken Dec, 26, 1937, while per
forming his duties as Fire Chief 
at a fire in Merion which damaged 
the old St, Charles Seminary build
ing. It was Dr, Barnes who sug
gested a memorial to Noel in the 
form of a bronze bas-relief which 
was placed-outside Elm Hall, 

"The Terrible Tempered Dr, 
Barnes," as he was called in a 
four-part Saturday Evening Post 
article, had a reputation for rude
ness to condescending celebrities 
who wanted to see his arl col
lection, But he had a warm regard 
for the men of the Narberth Fire 
Company, 

Can You Supply Names Of These Narberth School Pupils? 

The date of this photograph is either 1907 or 1908 and it belongs to Paul Shea (second from 
left, front row). Only partial identification has been made of those in group, and more complete 
information, is sought by The Chronicle. 

The tenants of the 
WYNMORE 

SHOPPING CENTER 
proudly salu~e the 

Borough of Narberth 
on its 

75th Anniversary 

A & P Food Market 

Cherrydale Farm 

Candies 

S.H. Kress Store 

Sameric Theater 

Sherwin-Williams 

Store 

A & P Laundry 

The Fidelity Bank 

Yellow Meringue 
Restaurant 

Sears, Roebuck Store 

Thrift Drug Store 

Developed and Managed by: 
RICHARD I. RU BIN & CO., INC. 

1700 MARKET STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103 



PAGE SIXTY -TWO Tt1E MAI.N LINE CHRONICLE, NARBERTH 75TH ANNIVERSARY THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1970 

from O'NEILL and BISHOP'S 

WKLLKAM§BURG §HOP 
Surround yourself with gentle el egonce and the 
hand craftsmanship that live forever in Wil
liamsburg Reproductions. They were classics 
in 1775 when our country was born as they were 
75 years ago when Narberth come into being . .. 
and they will be the timeless treasures of 
tomorrow .. . a secure investment. O' Neil I and 
Bishop has all the Williamsburg Reproductions 
.. most of them for immediate delivery. 

SUBURBAN SQUARE 

@f ~ ~t?l &ttr if/'J;Atttrt 
@/tntl 8ht1~ft &;-ehrt1t ~ 8-Jtlfllt (!// ~tr/J ~~J ~ ~rt 

We, of SUBURBAN SQUARE, take this opportunity to offer our thanks to the people of Narberth for their patronage 

and to present our greetings to the Borough on its 75th Anniversary. 

BRACKBILL'S MARKET 
Suburban Square 

Ardmore 
Ml 2-0392 

WOMEN'S APPAREL 
Suburban Square 

Ardmore 
Ml 2-2741 

PRESCRIPTION FOOTWEAR 

SUBURBAN SQUARE 

ARDMORE , PA. Mi 2•652• 

SUBURBAN THEATER O'NEILL & BISHOP 

S. T . Lyman 
Suburban Square 

Ardmore 
Ml 2-1030 

61 ST. JAMES PLACE 

Suburban Square 
Ardmore 

Ml 2-4045 

Subu1rban Square 
Ardmore 

, Ml 2-3012 

tllit~ingtr & 1!lolan 
FINE JEWELERS SI .NCE 1886 

Suburban Square 
Ardmore 

Ml 2-7100 

SUBURBAN SQUARE. ARDMORE. PA. Ml 2-7919 

~ac Callum 
" Everything Photographic" 

Suburban Square 
Ardmore 

Ml 9-2627 

THE LEATH ER and LUGGAGE SHOP I SERVING THE MAIN LINE 

SUBURBAN SQUARE, ARDMORE FOR 31 YEARS 
Ml 2-7800 
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BOROUGH Of NARBERTH -- OFFICIAL f AMIL Y -- 1910 

WILLIAM J. FURBER 
Borough Manager and Secretary 

MAYOR -· Dr. Richard T. Smith . 
COUNCIL .. Robert H. Smith, P resi

dent; Morris H. Sheer, Vice
President; George A. Bailey Jr. , 
Robert D. Baldwin, Howard F. 
Cotter Jr., Fred M. I sen berg, 
Harry L . Pulch. 

TAX COLLECTOR ·· Mrs. Lulu W. 
McCartney. 

TREASURER -· Mrs. Isabel W. Pit
tenger. 

SOLICITOR .. Henry A. Frye, Esq. 
MANAGER/SECRETARY -- William 

J. Furber. 
ASSISTANT MANAGER & ASSIST

ANT SECRETARY -- Mrs. Betty 
J. Willard. 

DISTRICT JUSTICES -- Robert E. 
Baker, Seymour L. Green, Esq. 

CONSTABLE -- Dennis Sharkey. 
HEAL TH OFFICER-· Dr. William T. 

Chain; Dr. Joseph W. Walker, 
Deputy. 

ASSESSOR Edgar D. Paul. 
FIRE CHIEF -- Edward F. Purring. 
PLUMBING INSPECTOR -- Daniel 

J. McGarry Jr. 
LIBRARIAN .. Mary Elizabeth Gles

sner. 
AUDITORS -- Blaine E. Ely, George 

A. Purring, John G. Widmaier. 
RECREATION BOARD -- Allan K. 

DR. RICHARDT. SMITH, MAYOR OF NARBERTH 

Keay Jr., President; Harry L. 
Pulch, Fred M. Isenberg, Henry 
G. Parkin, Joseph D. Crowley. 

PLANNING COMMISSION -- William 
K. L indeman, Chairman; D. Paul 
McAlaine Jr., Laurence R. Levan, 
James A. Hutton, Kenneth S. 
Lord. 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT··- James 
S. Weatherby, Dr. Chari es K. 
Garver, Joseph F. Tripician. 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION -- Earl 
F. Moore Jr., John F. Evans, 
Joseph E. Morris . 

BOARD OF HEAL TH -- W. James 
Drennen, President; Dr. Joseph 
S. Defrates, Mrs. Ira W. Lane 
Jr., William S. Gray Jr., W. Robert 
Felrx. 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION -
James E. Herrin Jr., Dr. James 

MRS. BETTY J. WILLAR D 
Assistant Manager and Secretary 

W. Buchanan, Richard Griffin. 
POLICE PENSION FUND Trustees-

Robert L. Leitch, President; 
Donald E. Hall, Desmond J . 
McTighe, Esq. 

DIRECTORS OF THE NARBERTH 
FIRE CO. -- William M. Hofstetter, 

President; William H. Hurtzman 
Jr., Vice-President; Jane N. 
Dixon, Secretary; Edward F. 
Purring, Financial Secretary, . 
James A. Hutton, Treasurer; 
Howard F. Cotter Jr. , C. Bruce 
Donaldson, William Torchiana, 
Robert J. Gibson Jr., Donald 
Hall, Joseph L. Kelley Jr., 
William K. Lindeman, John 
Thomas, John Sweeney, J. Robert 
Paul Jr., William H, t,'\.etzaar. 

DIRECTORS OF THE LIBRARY " ' 
Mrs. Fred M. Robb Jr., President; 
Walter M. Goodwillie Jr. , Vice
President; Mrs . Donald Godshall, 
Recording Secretary; Mrs. Charles 
V. Westman, Corresponding Sec
retary; Mrs. James R. Denman, 
Treasurer; Joseph F. Tripi cian, 
Jean G. Staples, Harry L. Pul ch, 
Rev. Lee F. Adams, Mrs. Duane 
K. Rair, Robert W. Lambert, 
Philip T. Blackwood. 

MEETING OF BOROUGH COUNCIL -- From the left, standing, Borough Man
ager and Secretary, William J. Furber, Solicitor Henry A. Frye, Mayor Richard T. 
Smith. Clockwise around the table are Councilmen George A. Bailey Jr., Morris 

H. Sheer, Howard F. Cotter Jr., Robert H. Smith (President of Coun cil ), Harry A. 
Pulch, Fred M. Eisenberg. Right, Mrs. Betty J. Wi !lard, As s is tant Borough Man-
ager and Assistant Secretary. • 
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& 
Since 1943 

t-Fcli-xR.-Schin-a---~~---::~fir-- TAX ACCOUNTANTS 
Peter E. Walheim 
J . Kenneth Manning 
Joseph V. Lehman 
Anthony N. Della Monica 

MO4 - 9600 

TE 9-3180 

Felix R. Schina 
P e ter E. Walheim 
Elmer J , L indinger, C.P.A. 
John W. Ashbrook, C.P .A. 

MO4-9600 

FEDERAL - STATE - CITY -TAX SERVICE 
Accounting & Tax Service for Individuals & Businesses 

Since 1943 

Bookkeeping 
Payroll Service 
Computer Service 

Narbert h & Haverford Aves .. Narlwri.h 

T_AX PROFESSIONALS 
Small & Large Audits 

All Accounting Services 

TE 9 -3180 '\arherth & Haverford Aves .. NarLt·rth 

c· 
Felix R. Shina 
Pe ter E. Walheim 
J. Leslie Murray 

MO4-9600 

TE9-3180 

& ~kw co. OF P HILADELPHIA 
Since 1943 

Licensed ln Pennsylvania New Jersey - Delaware 

All Forms Of Insurance 
Property 
Casualty 

Health & Life 
Fidelity & Surety Bonds 

l\arl•erth & Haverford Aves"' Narberth 
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